88 East Saddle River Road
Saddle River, NJ 07458
327-5663 — 327-7881 — Fax 327-7063
Parish Website: www.stgabrielsr.org
Email: office@stgabrielsr.org

PARISH STAFF
Rev. Msgr. Frank G. Del Prete, Pastor, ext. 303
Rev. Martin Rooney, Weekend Assistant
Sr. Esther Falzone, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate, ext. 305
Luis Alfredo Lozano - Seminarian
Maureen Straut, Office Administrator, ext. 301
Ellen Walsh Higgins, Administrative Assistant, ext. 306
Joseph P. Scorese, Director of Music
Stacie Yao, Associate Director of Music/Parish Organist
Tom Pagano, Youth Minister

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
MASSES:
Weekdays: 9:00 AM (including Saturday) — (Summer)
Monday and Friday: 9:00 AM and 12:00 Noon
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: 6:30AM and 9:00 AM — (Winter)
Saturday Evening: 5:00 PM
Sundays: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 11:30 AM and 6:00PM (Sept. - May)
Holy Days: Please see bulletin for schedule

Mrs. Patricia Pula, M.A.R.E., Director, ext. 304
Safe Environment Coordinator

PARISH SCHOOL
St. John’s Academy
Hillsdale Avenue, Hillsdale, N.J. 07642 • 664-6364
Principal—Mrs. Elizabeth Viola

PENANCE:
Saturday: 4:00-5:00 PM. At the Parish anytime by appointment. Communal Celebration of Penance periodically throughout the year.

BAPTISMS:
Our parish family rejoices in the birth of your children. To prepare for baptism, parents are expected to attend one preparation meeting.
Godparents who are not members of St. Gabriel's must provide a Sponsor Certification, from the parish which they attend, attesting to
their eligibility to serve as Godparent. Please call the parish office for the schedule of preparation meetings and Baptism celebration.

MARRIAGES:
Our parish is honored to host your marriage celebration. In order to accomplish all of the necessary preparations, arrangements should be
made with one of the parish priests at least one year in advance. Pre-Cana and God's Plan for a Joy-Filled Marriage classes can be arranged through the Family Life Office of the Archdiocese of Newark at www.rcan.org.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK:
For those of advanced age and those seriously ill, contact the parish office. Holy Communion will be brought to the home of any person
permanently or temporarily homebound. Please contact the parish office.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
Please register at the parish office. This is a wise way of acquiring a sense of belonging to our Parish Community. If you move or change
your address, please notify the parish office.

SAINT GABRIEL THE ARCHANGEL

SADDLE RIVER
OUR PARISH COMMUNITY
PRAYS FOR:

This Sunday, God rejoices and sings because of us. We
read in Zephaniah today that God “will sing joyfully because of
you, as one sings at festivals." We know plenty about singing at
festivals. Already our ears are ringing with the songs and carols
that anticipate the Christmas season.
Paul reminds us of the source of our own double rejoicing: God is the mighty savior who is in our midst. Because this is
so, says Paul, we can rejoice and be at ease. We don’t have to
worry, for God’s peace will stand guard over our hearts and
minds.
A medieval carol depicts Christmas as “my dancing
day” and urges us to enter into the dance. Why all the merrymaking? Because “the Lord is near,” as Paul reminds us. He then
points to another reason for the dancing: the dawn of the promise
of peace, the peace beyond all understanding, that is now within
our grasp.

Our recently deceased who have entered Eternal Life:
Suzanne Ryer
Edward Holiat
Our sick and homebound:
Jane Ball, Josephine D’Elia,
Baby James Jack D’Agostino. Helen DeLorenzo
Ada Fields, Baby Grace Gilbert
Tony Galante, , Mary Noone
Lou Perrin, Joan Snow,
Richard Straut, Nicole Trotta

Peace,
Fr. Frank
Thank You
I extend a word of thanks to the Knights of Columbus for the
wonderful evening of good food and great music on December 4;
the Beefsteak Dinner was a great success. I was so happy to see
so many parishioners (and former ones too) at the dinner. I am
grateful for all the members of our council who helped to coordinate the evening, especially our Grand Knight, John Halliwell, for
all that he did to make the evening so special.

PRAYER SHAWL MEETING
Monday December 14, 2015
1:00 PM
St. Gabriel’s has a prayer shawl ministry. If you crochet
or knit and would like to help us offer a tangible sign
of prayerful support to someone going through a
difficult time please bring your yarn, needles or
hooks, pattern and join us! . If you are new to
needlework and want to participate, we’ll
help you learn. For information, please
contact Sister Esther.at 201-3275663
ext 305 .

YOUTH GROUP NEWS
Youth Group: During the school year the
Youth Group meets every Sunday night in
the Kavin Center from 7:00-8:30pm. All
high school teenagers are welcome to join
us. Meetings are structured yet informal,
and they usually consist of a discussion topic, group dynamics,
prayer, and socializing. Feel free to bring a friend along with you.
Whether you’ve been involved in our program before or not, you
are always welcome to attend our meetings. Refreshments are
served.

Ron Porto, John Halliwell, Jay Bouton (left to right) at the
Knights of Columbus Poinsettia Plant Sale last Sunday.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
POINSETTIA PLANT SALE
The Knights of Columbus wish to thank all who
supported and attended the Beef Steak Dinner in
Washington Township. The hall was festively
and seasonally decorated, the food was delicious
and tasty, and the entertainment was fabulous!
A good time was had by all. This past weekend
we had a very successful poinsettia plant sale. We are all sold
out!! Therefore there will be no sale this coming Sunday. We
are most grateful to our parishioners for their constant support.
A special thanks to Ron Porto who organized the plant sale. We
have a great bunch of Knights who do so much good for the parish and others. Come join us! We are always looking for new
members.
Gratefully,
The Knights of Columbus, per John Halliwell

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
THE WEEK AHEAD AT ST. GABRIEL’S
AA Meetings Monday thru Saturday
7 AM Parish Center
Sunday, December 13, 2015
All Masses: Christmas Gifts and Food for St. Michael’s
3:00 PM—Christmas Concert
7:00 PM—Youth Group Meeting
Monday, December 14, 2015
1:00 PM—Prayer Shawl Meeting
7:30 PM—Knights of Columbus Meeting
Tuesday, December 15, 2015
7:00 PM—Advent Parish Penance Service
Wednesday, December 16, 2015
7:00 PM—Divorce Support Group
Thursday, December 17, 2015
6:00 PM—KidsChoir Rehearsal
7:30 PM—Adult Choir Rehearsal
Saturday, December 19, 2015
11:30 AM—Baptisms
Sunday, December 20, 2015
7:00 PM—Youth Group Meeting

THANK YOU ALL!
Our sincere gratitude goes out to each and every one of you dear parishioners who so lovingly helped prepare and/or serve a delicious hot
meal at the shelter in Hackensack last Saturday. Your caring and generosity with your
time and talents are always appreciated and
even more so at this very busy time of
year. Please be assured that our guests in Hackensack were very
well fed and so many of them uttered those beautiful words, "God
bless you!" Many also sent wishes for a Merry Christmas as they
left the dining room with smiles as well as full stomachs.
We echo their sentiments and thank all of you who give of your
time each time we have a date in Hackensack. We wish you a
blessed Christmas season followed by a healthy and peaceful new
year.
Carol Lee Crowley and Laura Golluscio

CHRISTMAS FLORAL DECORATIONS
If you would like to donate Christmas floral
decorations in memory of a loved one,
please fill out the Christmas Flower envelope found in the vestibule of the church,
and place it in the collection basket.

SAINT JOHN’S ACADEMY NEWS
We give thanks and share our blessings.
As part of their Thanksgiving preparations, the SJA students participated in a Thanksgiving prayer service. The students raised
money for pancreatic cancer research and festively wore purple
accessories in honor of those fighting pancreatic cancer.
Each class also prepared Thanksgiving food baskets, which were
donated to local families in need.
-------------------------------------------------The SJA students received a visit from Mr. Gobbles, a domesticated turkey, who delighted the students when he “spoke” to
them.
----------------------------------------------------The students are now busily preparing their hearts and minds for
the celebration of the birth of Jesus!

THANK YOU!
American Legion
Walter Nightengale Post 57
Dear Parishioners of St. Gabriel’s
Please allow us to thank you for your wonderful support of our
deployed troops during the Christmas packing program. We took
two SUVs filled to capacity over to the Unilever warehouse in
Cresskill for packing by the company's volunteers. There were
hundreds of cans and packs of tuna, sardines, energy bars, trail
mix, dried fruit and other healthy snacks for our troops to carry
into the field as treats and reminders of the love and support of
the folks back home. The items will reach our forward operating
posts, ships at sea, air bases and various remote outposts.
When the items were dropped off at Unilever, it was over heard
by the volunteers that “the folks at St. Gabriel’s Church donated
some real quality items.” Two pallets full!
Even more than the welcomed gifts, the idea that the American
people appreciate their sacrifices means so much to our soldiers,
sailors, marines, airmen, and allies. We often receive emails of
thanks from our troops,. As they come in, they will be sent to
you Thank you for your love and patriotism.
Merry Christmas!
Very respectfully
John Vervoort
Commander American Legion Post 57
John Grisoni,
Financial Officer American Legion Post 57
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FINANCIAL REPORT
The amount of the December 6 collection was $12,945.00 . God
Bless you and your family for your continued support.

Guadete Sunday—Joy! Celebrate the halfway
point of Advent. Light two violet candles and the
rose one for Joy. Send a card to someone who lost
a loved one in the last year. Offer your thoughts
and prayers for healing and comfort.

DECEMBER 13, 2015

SATURDAY, December 12, 2015
9:00 AM
People of the Parish
5:00 PM
Maria Mircovich
SUNDAY, December 13, 2015
8:00 AM
Rosemary Murray
10:00 AM
Joseph Laurite
11:30 AM
Del & Delores Lefmann
6:00 PM
Rosemary Murray
MONDAY, December 14, 2015
9:00 AM
Yvonne Oghia
12 noon
Irene, Francis & Edward Lagno
TUESDAY, December 15, 2015
6:30 AM
John Anthony DiTommasso, Jr.
9:00 AM
Frances Masselli
WEDNESDAY, December 16, 2015
6:30 AM
People of the Parish
9:00 AM
Bernard Beglane
THURSDAY, December 17, 2015
6:30 AM
Colman O’Connell
9:00 AM
Robert Franceschini
FRIDAY, December 18, 2015
9:00 AM
Richard Stefanacci
12 noon
Patricia Rooney
SATURDAY, December 19, 2015
9:00 AM
Bill Jergensen
5:00 PM
Murray & Kelly Families
SUNDAY, December 20, 2015
8:00 AM
Bob Scrimenti
10:00 AM
David Keenan
11:30 AM
Joseph V. Laurite
6:00 PM
Msgr. Joseph Petrillo

The Sanctuary Lamp at the Blessed Sacrament and the
Altar Bread and Wine are available as memorials.
Please contact the parish office at 201-327-5663 for
further information.

