
MASSES: 

Weekdays: 9:00 AM (including Saturday) — (Summer) 

Monday and Friday: 9:00 AM and 12:00 Noon 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: 6:30AM and 9:00 AM — (Winter) 

Saturday Evening: 5:00 PM 

Sundays: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 11:30 AM and 6:00PM (Sept. - May) 

Holy Days: Please see bulletin for schedule 

 

PENANCE: 

Saturday: 4:00-5:00 PM. At the Parish anytime by appointment. Communal Celebration of Penance periodically throughout the year. 

 

BAPTISMS: 

Our parish family rejoices in the birth of your children.  To prepare for baptism, parents are expected to attend one preparation meeting.  

Godparents who are not members of St. Gabriel's must provide a Sponsor Certification, from the parish which they attend, attesting to 

their eligibility to serve as Godparent.  Please call the parish office for the schedule of preparation meetings and Baptism celebration. 

 

MARRIAGES: 

Our parish is honored to host your marriage celebration.  In order to accomplish all of the necessary preparations, arrangements should be 

made with one of the parish priests at least one year in advance.  Pre-Cana and God's Plan for a Joy-Filled Marriage classes can be ar-

ranged through the Family Life Office of the Archdiocese of Newark at www.rcan.org. 

 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 

For those of advanced age and those seriously ill, contact the parish office. Holy Communion will be brought to the home of any person 

permanently or temporarily homebound. Please contact the parish office. 

 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 

Please register at the parish office. This is a wise way of acquiring a sense of belonging to our Parish Community. If you move or change 

your address, please notify the parish office. 

88 East Saddle River Road 

Saddle River, NJ 07458 

327-5663 — 327-7881 — Fax 327-7063 

Parish Website: www.stgabrielsr.org 

Email:  office@stgabrielsr.org  

 

PARISH STAFF 

Rev. Msgr. Frank G. Del Prete, Pastor, ext. 303 

 

Rev. Martin Rooney, Weekend Assistant 

Sr. Esther Falzone, S.C.C., Pastoral Associate, ext. 305 

Luis Alfredo Lozano - Seminarian 

Maureen Straut, Office Administrator, ext. 301 

Ellen Walsh Higgins, Administrative Assistant, ext. 306 

Joseph P. Scorese, Director of Music 

Stacie Yao, Associate Director of Music/Parish Organist 

Tom Pagano, Youth Minister 

 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Mrs. Patricia Pula, M.A.R.E., Director, ext. 304 

Safe Environment Coordinator 

 

PARISH SCHOOL 

St. John’s Academy 

Hillsdale Avenue, Hillsdale, N.J. 07642 • 664-6364 

Principal—Mrs. Elizabeth Viola 



SAINT GABRIEL THE ARCHANGEL  SADDLE RIVER 

 

 

 

 

 “O, Little Town of Bethlehem.” A Philadelphia 

clergyman named Phillips Brooks penned these popular 

words back in the mid-1800s, but the prophet Micah could 

have used them first. Micah knew that from small packages 

great treasures come. In today’s first reading, he knew that 

from tiny Bethlehem would come the Lord. 

 The writer in Hebrews explains that Christ came to 

us to do the will of God by establishing a new order and by 

becoming our perfect sacrifice. And Luke tells us that Eliz-

abeth and John, the infant in her womb, understand that 

great and wondrous things are at hand with the coming of 

the Lord. 

 This is the Fourth Sunday of Advent. Soon we cele-

brate anew the fruit of Mary’s womb. As we are told in He-

brews, Jesus’ new order is being established even today. 

And as Micah proclaims, his greatness is reaching even 

now to the ends of the earth. 

  

   Merry Christmas,  

   Fr. Frank 

  

On behalf of the entire staff of St. Gabriel's, I wish you and 

your families a very Merry Christmas!  Please join us for 

our Christmas celebrations. 

 

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY  

PRAYS FOR: 
 

Our sick and homebound: 

Jane Ball, Josephine D’Elia,  

Baby James Jack D’Agostino. Helen DeLorenzo 

Ada Fields, Baby Grace Gilbert  

 Tony Galante, Mary Noone 

Lou Perrin, Joan Snow  

Richard Straut, Nicole Trotta 
 

FAITH DIRECT 
 

Can’t find your checkbook or envelope Sunday morning?  Join 

the parishioners who are using Faith Direct for automated giving 

to St. Gabriel’s.  It is secure, convenient and Faith Direct will 

provide you an offertory card to place in the basket during the 

collections.  There is no cost to you, and the program provides a 

great benefit to our parish.  Sign up today by visiting 

www.faithdirect.net, our parish code is NJ361. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
The amount of the December 13 collection was not available at 

the time the bulletin went to press and will be reported to you at a 

later date..  God Bless you and your family for your continued 

support.  

WINTER BEREAVEMENT GROUP 
 

'Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.’ 
 

When someone we love has been taken from us, we often find 

ourselves dealing with change and transition.  Many offer their 

help, but do not always understand the loss we are feeling.  Be-

reavement support groups are one way to find support from others 

who are going through the same process.  We cannot go around 

the grief process, over it, or under it. We need to go through it; 

we need to be good to ourselves, putting balance into our lives 

through prayer, reading, resting, relaxation and work. Grief takes 

time. Unrealistic expectations undermine the healing process. 
 

The parishes of St. Gabriel, St. Catharine are Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel are jointly sponsoring a Bereavement Support 

Group.  You need not be a parishioner to attend.  The group will 

meet on Thursday afternoons from 1-2:30pm and will run for 

eight consecutive weeks beginning on January 28 and ending on 

March 17.Pre-registration is required - please contact Sr. Esther 

Falzone at 201-327-5663 x305 or Annette Gallagher at 201-612-

4660.  All calls are confidential. 

OPEN HOUSE 
 

Immaculate Conception High School 

Catholic - Coeducational - College Prep 

33 Cottage Place - Montclair 

(973) 744-7445 ext 24 

Www.ICHSpride.org 

Saturday, January 9, 2016 at 1 PM 

 

POPE FRANCIS DECLARES  

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY 
 

 

On the Feast of the Immaculate 

Conception, Dec. 8, our Holy 

Father, Pope Francis, opened the 

Holy Doors of St. Peter’s Basili-

ca symbolizing the opening of 

the Extraordinary Jubilee Year 

of Mercy.  Jubilees usually occur 

every 25 years. 

 

This "Extraordinary” Jubilee 

Year breaks the previous cycles of every 25 years and oc-

curs just 15 years after the Great Jubilee of the year 2000.  

St. John Paul II called an extraordinary Jubilee Year of Re-

demption in 1983.  The Year of Mercy called for by Pope 

Francis is the third “extraordinary” jubilee since the tradi-

tion began 700 years ago.   

 

Stay tuned to St. Gabriel’s bulletin to find out how you can 

observe this Holy year. 
 

http://www.faithdirect.net/


FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

THE WEEK AHEAD AT ST. GABRIEL’S 
AA Meetings Monday thru Saturday 

7 AM Parish Center 
 

Sunday, December 20, 2015 

7:00 PM-Youth Group Meeting 
 

Thursday, December 24, 2015 

Parish office closed 
 

Friday, December 25, 2015 

Parish Office Closed 
 

Sunday, December 27, 2015 

12:45 PM - Baptisms 

SAINT JOHN’S ACADEMY NEWS 
 

Happy 4th Week of Advent! 

 

 

The SJA community has experi-

enced an amazing Advent season! 

The students raised money for pan-

creatic cancer, collected food for 

needy families, performed good 

deeds for others, went shopping at our Santa Shoppe, 

celebrated Reconciliation, worshipped together at 

Mass, attended a special prayer service, sang and 

played instruments at our concert and performed at 

Barnes & Noble.  We are ready to say: 

 

“HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS!”’ 

BOX TOPS FOR ST. MICHAEL’S  
 

St. Gabriel's continues to collect Box 

Tops for St. Michael's School in New-

ark.  The Box Top program is one of 

the nation’s largest school fundraising 

loyalty programs and has been helping 

schools succeed since 1996. With over 250 participating products, 

it’s an easy way for schools to earn cash for the things they 

need.   The coupons are on products we buy at our local super-

markets everyday.  St. Michael's will be able to use the Box Tops 

cash to buy whatever they need most, from books to supplies and 

other school programs.  So please look for these coupons on 

your groceries and start to clip.  There is a collection box display 

in the lobby of the church.  As always, thank you for your support 

of St. Michael's. 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
 

Youth Group: During the school year 

the Youth Group meets every Sunday 

night in the Kavin Center from 7:00-

8:30pm. All high school teenagers are 

welcome to join us. Meetings are struc-

tured yet informal, and they usually consist of a discussion topic, 

group dynamics, prayer, and socializing. Feel free to bring a 

friend along with you. Whether you’ve been involved in our pro-

gram before or not, you are always welcome to attend our meet-

ings. Refreshments are served.  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

Light all four candles in the wreath tonight 

and all week.  Read Luke 1:39-45.  This an 

be a sad time for those who are alone.  In-

clude anyone in your own gatherings who 

might be otherwise forgotten.  As a gift to 

the coming Savior, repair a relationship 

with a  friend or family member that needs 

healing.  Make an effort to share God’s love 

this week.  Say a kid word or listen with 

compassion to someone who is suffering.  

Even if you live alone, put up and decorate a Christmas tree.  

Light it as a symbol of Christ, the Light of the World.   

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE 
 

The Archdiocese requires us and all parishes to provide the fol-

lowing information to the general public.  We do so here as a sign 

of our commitment to the safety of our children.  In every activity 

of St. Gabriel’s Parish, parents are encouraged to participate.  

Every employee and volunteer has passed a background check.  

Mrs. Patricia Pula serves as our Safe Environment Coordinator.  

The Archdiocese takes very seriously any and all allegations of 

sexual misconduct by members of the clergy, Religious and lay 

staff of the Archdiocese.  We encourage anyone with knowledge 

of an act of sexual misconduct to inform us immediately so that 

we may take appropriate action to protect others and provide sup-

port to victims of sexual abuse.  Individuals who wish to report 

an allegation of sexual misconduct may do so by calling the 

Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth Protection at (201) 407-

3256. 

CHRISTMAS FLORAL DECORATIONS 

 
If you would like to donate Christmas 

floral decorations in memory of a loved 

one, please fill out the Christmas Flower 

envelope found in the vestibule of the 

church, and place it in the collection bas-

ket. 

PRAY FOR PEACE 
 

In the midst of your celebration of  Christ’s birth, please pray that 

all nations will come to respect life from conception to natural 

death.  

 



DECEMBER 20, 2015 

SATURDAY, December 19, 2015 

 9:00 AM Bill Jergensen 

 5:00 PM Murray & Kelly Families  

 

SUNDAY,  December 20, 2015 

 8:00 AM  Bob Scrimenti 

 10:00 AM David Keenan 

 11:30 AM Joseph V. Laurite 

   6:00 PM Msgr. Joseph Petrillo  

 

MONDAY, December 21,  2015 
 9:00 AM Angela Del Prete 

   12 noon Anne Marie Ciamei 

 

TUESDAY, December 22, 2015 

 6:30 AM Maureen Walsh 

 9:00 AM George Hillman 

 

WEDNESDAY, December 23, 2015 

 6:30 AM             Msgr John P. O’Connor (living 

                                                                            intention 

 9:00 AM              Bill Jergensen  

 

THURSDAY, December 24, 2015 

 4:00 PM            People of the Parish 

 4:00 PM(IHA)  People of the Parish 

 6:00 PM            People of the Parish 

 10:00 PM          People of the Parish 

 

FRIDAY, December 25, 2015 

 9:00 AM People of the Parish 

   12 noon People of the Parish 

 

SATURDAY, December 26, 2015 

 9:00 AM Len Marcel 

 5:00 PM Gabriel L. Matonti  

 

SUNDAY,  December 27, 2015 

 8:00 AM  Rosemary Murray 

 10:00 AM Kevin Dalton 

 11:30 AM Del Lefmann 

   6:00 PM Giuseppe Buonsanto  

The Sanctuary Lamp at the Blessed Sacrament will be light-

ed during the week of December 20  in loving memory of 

Len Marcel as requested by his family.   

 
 


