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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Patricia Pula, M.A.R.E.
Director, ext. 304
Safe Environment Coordinator

PARISH SCHOOL
St. John’s Academy, Hillsdale
Suzanne Socha, Principal

MASSES:
Weekdays: 9:00 AM (including Saturday) — (Summer)
Monday and Friday: 9:00 AM
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: 6:30AM and 9:00 AM — (Winter)
Saturday Evening: 5:00 PM
Sundays: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 11:30 AM and 6:00PM (Sept. - May)
Holy Days: Please see bulletin for schedule

PENANCE:
Saturday: 4:00-5:00 PM. At the Parish anytime by appointment. Communal Celebration of Penance periodically
throughout the year.

BAPTISMS:
Our parish family rejoices in the birth of your children. To prepare for baptism, parents are expected to attend one prepara-
tion meeting. Please call the parish office for the schedule of preparation meetings and Baptism celebration.

MARRIAGES:
Our parish is honored to host your marriage celebration. In order to accomplish all of the necessary preparations, arrange-
ments should be made with one of the priests at least one year in advance. Pre-Cana and God's Plan for a Joy-Filled Mar-
riage classes can be arranged through the Family Life Office of the Archdiocese of Newark at www.rcan.org.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK:
For those of advanced age or seriously ill, Holy Communion will be brought to the home of any person permanently or tem-
porarily homebound. Please contact the parish office.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
Please register at the parish office. This is a wise way of acquiring a sense of belonging to our Parish Community.
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We begin the season of Advent with a heartfelt call for
our own repentance. We remember God’s faithful love for us, and
call upon God to help us to turn back. For “behold, you are angry,
and we are sinful." In the first reading and in the psalm, we recall
God’s promises and lament our unfaithfulness and our guilt. We
call upon God’s might and power in order to save us. With Isaiah,
we ask God to “rend the heavens and come down, with the moun-
tains quaking before you."

Yes, God is faithful to us, because we are the work of
God’s hands. God is the potter, we are the clay. And yet, our con-
cept of how God will come to save us is rooted in our own expec-
tations of a warrior God who crushes mountains and thunders into
our lives with great noise and glory. But God has a different plan:
the Incarnation.

Peace
Fr. Frank

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY
PRAYS FOR:

Those recently joined in matrimony:
Julian Maxwell LaBossiere/Bonnie Mattea Mattessich

Those recently Baptized:
Thomas Geoffrey Clyne
Lucas Mark Leodori
Julianna Summer Arcilla

Our sick and homebound:
Jean Cohen, Baby James Jack D’ Agostino,
Christine Danza, Ada Fields,
Tommy Fitzpatrick (4 years old)
Meg Gallagher, Baby Grace Gilbert
Lauren Harpster Hines
Bob Kleinknecht, Joseph Marigliani, Lou Perrin,
Joan Snow, Richard Straut,
Joseph & Cam Strangio, Nicole Trotta

CHRISTMAS IS A TIME FOR GIVING

Christmas is a time for giving. We take the time to choose a spe-
cial gift for the special person in our life. The gifts we give are a
sign of our love and appreciation for those that we care about.
Christmas is also a time for us to give a gift to our parish. St. Ga-
briel’s is more than a building, it is a place where we come togeth-
er as a family to celebrate the Sacraments, to educate our youth,
and to provide a comfortable and beautiful space of worship. We
are so grateful for the generosity and sacrifice on behalf of our
parishioners that have allowed the Church to grow and provide an
even better place of worship. We ask for your generous and con-
tinued support in your Christmas offering during this season of
giving.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

The Music Ministry's annual Christmas Concert will take place
on Sunday, December 10 at 3:00 pm. The "snow date"
is Monday, December 11 at 7:30pm. This year's concert features
traditional Christmas carols, instrumental music and seasonal
favorites by Frederic Chopin, Tom Kendzia, Felix Mendelssohn,
John Rutter, Mark Shepperd, Natalie Sleeth,
Peter Tchaikovsky performed by our Cantate
Choir, Color Bell Choir, KidsChoir and Adult
Choir. Please save the date(s) and bring your
friends to experience the joyous sound of the
season. Admission is free.

PRAYER SHAWL MEETING
Mondy, December 11, 2017
1:00 PM to 2 PM

St. Gabriel’s has a prayer shawl ministry. If you crochet or
knit and would like to help us offer a tangible sign of
prayerful support to someone going through a difficult
time please bring your yarn, needles or hooks,
pattern and join us! . If you are new to needle-
work and want to participate, we’ll help you
learn. For information, please contact
Trish Townsend-Martinez at 646 996
7621. The meeting will be held in

Me Parish Center.

CHRISTMAS ART SHOW AND SALE

Six accomplished artists will be exhibiting their works at

the St Gabriel Christmas Art Show & Sale on the last weekend of
November (11/25 & 26) and the first weekend of December (12/2
& 3) at the Kavin Center. The show will be before, during, and
after all masses for those weekends.
The artists are parishioners Nora Winn, Bob Rizzotti, Tom Parke,
John Grisoni, Ron Larson, and friend of the parish, John Duval of
Hoboken. All are serious artists who honed their talents over the
years with art lessons and workshops. All have participated in art
shows (many juried) in the Tri-State area where they received
awards for their work. All are members of prestigious art organi-
zations, and their paintings are in the hands of several collectors.
The media is watercolor and oil in frames.

Please drop by before or after mass on those weekends
to meet some of the artists. You may find something that will
grace your home or make a thoughtful Christmas gift. It is sug-
gested that you bring cash or check if you wish to take a painting
home right away. A deposit will hold a painting for you. A por-
tion of all sales will go to St Gabriel’s. We are hoping that this
will be a welcome annual Christmas event for St. Gabriel’s and
its families.

24TH ANNUAL TREE OF MEMORIES CEREMONY

On Monday, December 4, 2017 at 7:30 PM, the Feeney Funeral
Home will hold its 24th Annual Tree of Memories Ceremony on
its fron lawn. All are invited to bring an ornament that symboliz-
es the life of your loved one, to be placed on the tree after a brief
commemorative service. RSVP requested (201) 444-7650. Any
questions, contact Feeney’s at (201) 444-7650.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The amount of the November 19 collection was $12,839.00 and
the amount of the November 26 collection was $10,892.00.
Thank you for your continued generosity to St. Gabriel's. God
bless you and your families.

ST GABRIEL’S NEW FACEBOOK PAGE

The Parish has a new Facebook page. Please like us at
Stgabrielsr.




FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

THE WEEK AHEAD AT ST. GABRIEL’S
AA Meetings Monday thru Saturday
7 AM Parish Center

Sunday, December 3, 2017
7:00 PM - Youth Group Meeting

Monday, December 4, 2017
3:30 PM - Color Bell Choir
4:30 PM - Cantate Choir

Wednesday, December 6, 2017
9:30 AM—Respect Life Committee Meeting

Thursday, December 7, 2017
6:30 PM - Kids Choir Rehearsal
7:30 PM - Adult Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, December 10, 2017

Knights of Columbus selling Poinsettias at all
Weekend Masses

3:00 PM - Christmas Concert

7:00 PM - Youth Group Meeting

SENIOR SOCIAL CLUB
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The Senior Social Club will meet on Thursday, December 14.
Please bring a gift for exchange ($10 limit) and wear an ugly
Christmas sweater if you wish. Contact Patty Ross at 201-962-
3793 as soon as possible. All reservations must be made by
Friday, December 8. Dues for each month is $15 per person or
$25 per couple (if you have not paid for the year). Come prepared
for fun!

CHRISTMAS CRAFT SHOW

On Sunday, December 10" Saint Joseph Regional H. S.,
Montvale, NJ will be hosting its annual Christmas Craft Show
from 10 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., showcasing the talents of over 125
juried crafts people and fine artists. Admission is $2.00. Chil-
dren and senior citizens (65+) are free. NO STROLLERS PER-
MITTED www.saintjosephregional.org.

HEALING MASS — ST ANDREW’S CHURCH

A Healing Mass will be celebrated at St. Andrew’s
@ Church, 120 Washington Avenue, Westwood, on
/=%  Monday, December 4, 2017, at 7:30 PM. Our guest
\4\ % speaker is Mary Ann Collett, an inspiring and dy-
‘\%%\ﬂ—\:\ namic Catholic Charismatic Evangelist. She has
SMLEEEY been in the Healing Ministry for over 30 years.
She is the co-founder of Catholic Women of Zion
and has traveled nationally and internationally to spread the mes-
sage of the Kingdom of God. Mary Ann is a Pastoral Associate
for the Church of St. Mary of the Lake in Lakewood, NJ. She is a
certified Spiritual Director, Chaplin (CPE), a member of the Ad-
visory Board of Pastoral Care, RCIA Advisory Working Group
and a Presenter for Bereavement and Pastoral Care Training for
the Diocese of Trenton, NJ. There will be an opportunity to pray
for individual needs. Information: 201-666-5697

SAINT JOHN’S ACADEMY NEWS
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SJA’s 4™ Graders recently visited the Meadowlands Environ-
mental Center to learn about sustainable design. The students
designed and produced their own “green” homes!

SAVE THE DATE!
Our annual Christmas Concert
is on Monday, December 18
at 6:30 p.m.!

SJA GIVES BACK
The SJA community recently supported two special causes.
In exchange for a monetary donation to fight the disease, the
students wore pink for breast cancer.
At our Thanksgiving prayer service, the students made contribu-
tions to childhood cancer research.

RETREATS AT BENEDICTINE CENTER

The Benedictine Center of St Walburga Monastery, Elizabeth, NJ
offers an Advent retreat "It's Time for Hope. “The pace of life
can sometimes drain our hope. What sustains you? Join us in re-
newing our hope in Jesus and recharging our spiritual batteries.
December 9, 9AM-3:30 PM., Open to all. $35
for the day, lunch included.
December 8-10. Women are invited to spend
the weekend $135.
For information and registration contact Sr Marita, 908-353-
3028; maritaosb@aol.com

A New Year's Eve Retreat for women is offered at St Walburga
Monastery, Elizabeth, NJ,

4 PM Sunday eve until 1 PM Monday. Join others to begin the
New Year with prayer and reflection. $60. For information and
registration contact Sr Marita, 908-353-3028;
maritaosb@aol.com

Benedictine Center of St. Walburga Monastery, Elizabeth, NJ
invites all to "The Annual Thomas Merton Retreat". Read and
reflect on the writings of this Trappist monk who combined con-
templation with deep concern for the world.

February 3 9 AM-3:30 PM. $35 for the day, lunch in-
cluded.

February 2-4 Spend the weekend, $135.
For information and registration contact Sr Marita, 908-353-
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DECEMBER 3, 2017

SATURDAY, December 2, 2017
9:00 AM Walter Poppe
5:00 PM Vincent Boller

SUNDAY, December 3, 2017
8:00 AM John Coffey
10:00 AM Julia Favale
11:30 AM Merrily Main
6:00 PM Cosmo Ferrara

MONDAY, December 4, 2017
9:00 AM Deceased members of the
Walsh/McNamara Families

TUESDAY, December 5, 2017
6:30 AM For the People of the Parish
9:00 AM Maria Conceptcion Guerra

WEDNESDAY, December 6, 2017
6:30 AM Giovanni Morin
9:00 AM Howard & Eleanor Walsh
Living Intention

THURSDAY, December 7, 2017
6:30 AM Special Intention
9:00 AM Maria Conceptcion Guerra

FRIDAY, December 8, 2017
6:30 AM John “Duce” Tarabocchia
9:00 AM Kathleen Belloise
7:00 PM Dr. Louis Balsamo (Living
Intention)

SATURDAY, December 9, 2017
9:00 AM Maude Pearce Littlewood
5:00 PM Lou Artale

SUNDAY, December 10, 2017
8:00 AM Walter J. Pilipiak
10:00 AM Betty Gregg Malley
11:30 AM Lawrence Duca
6:00 PM Daniel Doyle

+++IN LOVING

REMEMBRANCE

The Sanctuary Lamp at the Blessed Sacrament will be light-
ed during the week of December 3 for Emil & Micheline
Celani as requested by Emil, Mary Ann and Michael Cela-
ni.

The Altar Bread and Wine consecrated during the week of
December 3 will be for the Tarabocchia and Mattessich
Families as requested by Mary Jane and John.



