
 

 

MASSES: 

Weekdays: 9:00 AM (including Saturday) — (Summer) 

Monday and Friday: 9:00 AM  

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: 6:30AM and 9:00 AM — (Winter) 

Saturday Evening: 5:00 PM 

Sundays: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 11:30 AM and 6:00PM (Sept. - May) 

Holy Days: Please see bulletin for schedule 
 

PENANCE: 

Saturday: 4:00-5:00 PM. At the Parish anytime by appointment. Communal Celebration of Penance periodically  

throughout the year. 
 

BAPTISMS: 

Our parish family rejoices in the birth of your children.  To prepare for baptism, parents are expected to attend one prepara-

tion meeting.   Please call the parish office for the schedule of preparation meetings and Baptism celebration. 
 

MARRIAGES: 

Our parish is honored to host your marriage celebration.  In order to accomplish all of the necessary preparations, arrange-

ments should be made with one of the priests at least one year in advance.  Pre-Cana and God's Plan for a Joy-Filled Mar-

riage classes can be arranged through the Family Life Office of the Archdiocese of Newark at www.rcan.org. 
 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 

For those of advanced age or seriously ill, Holy Communion will be brought to the home of any person permanently or tem-

porarily homebound. Please contact the parish office. 
 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 

Please register at the parish office. This is a wise way of acquiring a sense of belonging to our Parish Community.  

PARISH STAFF 

Rev. Msgr. Frank G. Del Prete  

 Pastor, ext. 303 
 

Rev. Msgr. Peter Smutelovic 
In Residence 

 

Rev. Martin Rooney 

 Weekend Assistant 
 

Maureen Straut 

Office Administrator, ext. 301 
 

Christine Ferreri, PT Pastoral Assoc. 
 

Stacie Yao, Director of Music 

Janue Vargas, Asst Dir of Music 
 

Tom Pagano, Youth Minister 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Patricia Pula, M.A.R.E. 

Director, ext. 304 

Safe Environment Coordinator 
 

PARISH SCHOOL 

St. John’s Academy, Hillsdale 

Suzanne Socha, Principal  

St. Gabriel the Archangel  

Catholic Church 
88 EAST SADDLE RIVER ROAD 

SADDLE RIVER, NJ  07458 

(201) 327-5663 — (201) 327-7881 — Fax (201) 327-7063 

WWW.STGABRIELSR.ORG 

EMAIL: OFFICE@STGABRIELSR.ORG 

Like us on Facebook at Stgabrielsr 



OUR PARISH COMMUNITY  
PRAYS FOR: 

 

 

  
Our sick and homebound: 

Jean Cohen, Baby James Jack D’Agostino,  
Christine Danza, Ada Fields,  

Tommy Fitzpatrick (4 years old) 
 Meg Gallagher, Baby Grace Gilbert 

Lauren Harpster Hines 
Bob Kleinknecht, Joseph Marigliani, Lou Perrin, 

Joan Snow, Richard Straut,  
Joseph & Cam Strangio, Nicole Trotta 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

The amount of the December 3 collection was $15,682.00. Thank 
you for your continued generosity to St. Gabriel's. God bless you 
and your families.  

  
 
 
 
 

 In a time of preparation, much of it having to do with 
material things, it is good to hear the words of Isaiah, “Comfort, 
give comfort to my people, says your God." In a time of such 
stress and rush, when our usual burdens are augmented by piles 
of Christmas preparations, we can choose to slow down, take 
some time to heal, and appreciate the enormous gift we are about 
to receive. Christ, the Son of God, has become one of us, and 
knows our human limitations. Yet God, even now, is freeing us 
from the burdens that our inattentiveness to our God and to our 
deepest inner longings have heaped upon us. The Lord comes, not 
as a king with mighty armies, but as a shepherd leading the flocks 
with care and tenderness. Isaiah prophesies good news: our op-
pression is over, our sins forgiven. The savior we have awaited is 
coming, not the first time, but in the end times, as our salvation. 
  
   Peace, 
   Fr. Frank 

Saint Gabriel the Archangel  Saddle River 

 

ST GABRIEL’S NEW FACEBOOK PAGE 
 

The Parish has a new Facebook page. Please like us at 
Stgabrielsr.org  

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
 

The Music Ministry's annual Christmas Concert will take place 
on Sunday, December 10 at 3:00 pm. The "snow date" 
is Monday, December 11 at 7:30pm. This year's concert features 
traditional Christmas carols, instrumental music 
and seasonal favorites by Frederic Chopin, Tom 
Kendzia, Felix Mendelssohn, John Rutter, Mark 
Shepperd, Natalie Sleeth, Peter Tchaikovsky 
performed by our Cantate Choir, Color Bell 
Choir, KidsChoir and Adult Choir. Please save 
the date(s) and bring your friends to experience 
the joyous sound of the season. Admission is 

CHRISTMAS CRAFT SHOW 
 
 On  Sunday, December 10th, Saint Joseph Regional H. S., 
Montvale, NJ will be hosting its annual Christmas Craft Show 
from 10 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., showcasing the talents of  over 125 
juried crafts people and fine artists.  Admission is $2.00.  Chil-
dren and senior citizens (65+) are free. NO STROLLERS PER-
MITTED  www.saintjosephregional.org.  
 

PRAYER SHAWL MEETING 
Mondy, December 11, 2017  

1:00 PM to 2 PM 
St. Gabriel’s has a prayer shawl ministry.  If you crochet or 

knit and would like to help us offer a tangible sign of 
prayerful support to someone going through a difficult 

time please bring your yarn, needles or hooks, pat-
tern and join us! . If you are new to needlework 

and want to participate, we’ll help you learn.  
For information, please contact Trish 

Townsend-Martinez at 646 996 7621. 
The meeting will be held in the 

Parish Center.  

RETREATS AT BENEDICTINE CENTER 
 
The Benedictine Center of St Walburga Monastery, Elizabeth, NJ 
offers a New Year's Eve Retreat for women is offered at St 
Walburga Monastery, Elizabeth, NJ, 4 PM Sunday eve until 1 
PM Monday. Join others to begin the New Year with prayer and 
reflection. $60. For information and registration contact Sr Mari-
ta, 908-353-3028; maritaosb@aol.com 
  
Benedictine Center of St. Walburga Monastery, Elizabeth, NJ 
invites all to "The Annual Thomas Merton Retreat".  Read and 
reflect on the writings of this Trappist monk who combined con-
templation with deep concern for the world.    
 February 3 9 AM-3:30 PM. $35 for the day, lunch in-
cluded.  
 February 2-4  Spend the weekend, $135. 
For information and registration contact Sr Marita, 908-353-
3028; maritaosb@aol.com 
 

HEARTFELT THANKS! 
 

Oh, the joy you have spread!!!  Many thanks for 
the wonderful outpouring of food that you con-
tributed to the meal we served in Hackensack last 
Saturday.  As always our guests were treated to a 
beautiful presentation of your generosity of time, 
love and talent.  You might be amazed at the grat-

itude expressed as they pass through the serving station and then 
so many come back with sincere thanks for your efforts.  One 
guest thoughtfully gave thanks that we cared enough "to come out 
on a cold day."  Please know that all of your efforts are most 
gratefully appreciated. 
 
A note:  Our Hot Meal in Hackensack program is one of the 
many programs provided by Family Promise of Bergen County 
which is located at 100 Dayton St. in Ridgewood.  They are a 
truly wonderful organization dedicated to providing shelter and 
support to working families who become homeless.  They work 
with great care to help the families realize their goal of true inde-
pendence. 

http://www.saintjosephregional.org/
mailto:maritaosb@aol.com
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 Second Sunday of Advent 

THE WEEK AHEAD AT ST. GABRIEL’S 
AA Meetings Monday thru Saturday 

7 AM Parish Center 
 

Sunday, December 10, 2017 
Knights of Columbus selling Poinsettias at all   
             Weekend Masses 
3:00 PM -  Christmas Concert 
7:00 PM - Youth Group Meeting 
 

Monday, December 11, 2017 
1:00 PM - Prayer Shawl Meeting 
3:30 PM - Color Bell Choir 
4:30 PM - Cantate Choir  
7:30 PM - Knights of Columbus Meeting 
 

Thursday, December 14, 2017 
1:00 PM - Senior Social Club Christmas Party 
6:30 PM - Kids Choir Rehearsal 
7:30 PM - Adult Choir Rehearsal 
 

 

Sunday, December 17, 2017 
Dinners and Gifts to St. Michael’s 
7:00 PM - Youth Group Meeting 

SAINT JOHN’S ACADEMY  NEWS 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Please join us for our annual 
Christmas Concert on Monday, 

December 18.  Doors open at 6:30 
p.m. All are welcome!  

 
------------------------------------------------ 

Our eighth graders took their Co-op  
entrance exams in early November. They will 

find out the results of their Catholic high 
school applications in January! 

------------------------------------------------- 
SAVE THE DATE ! 

The 19th Annual Red and White 
Tricky Tray Gala will be held on March 21, 

2018 at  
The Rockleigh Country Club! 

 
 
 
 
 

SENIOR SOCIAL CLUB 
The Senior Social Club will meet on Thursday, December 14. 
Please bring a gift for exchange ($10 limit) and wear an ugly 
Christmas sweater if you wish. If you reserved a seat, bring a 
good appetite and come prepared for fun. Reservations are now 
closed. 
 

CHRISTMAS IS A TIME FOR GIVING 
 

Christmas is a time for giving. We take the time to choose a spe-
cial gift for the special person in our life. The gifts we give are a 
sign of our love and appreciation for those that we care about. 
Christmas is also a time for us to give a gift to our parish. St. Ga-
briel’s is more than a building, it is a place where we come togeth-
er as a family to celebrate the Sacraments, to educate our youth, 
and to provide a comfortable and beautiful space of worship. We 
are so grateful for the generosity and sacrifice on behalf of our 
parishioners that have allowed the Church to grow and provide an 
even better place of worship. We ask for your generous and con-
tinued support in your Christmas offering during this season of 
giving. 

St. Gabriel's continues to collect Box Tops 
for St. Michael's School in Newark.  The 
Box Top program is one of the nation’s 
largest school fundraising loyalty programs 
and has been helping schools succeed since 

1996. With over 250 participating products, it’s an easy way for 
schools to earn cash for the things they need.  Each Box Tops 
coupon is worth 10¢ and they add up fast!  The coupons are on 
products we buy at our local supermarkets everyday.  St. 
Michael's will be able to use the Box Tops cash to buy whatever 
they need most, from books to supplies and other school pro-
grams.  So please look for these coupons on your groceries 
and start to clip.  There is a collection box display in the lobby of 

SPECIAL NOON MASS 
 

A special mass and a support group meeting for all who are af-
fected by the disease of alcoholism will take place at Church of 
St. Mary, 20 Legion Place, Closter, NJ on Saturday, December 
16, 2017 at 12:00 noon. Mass is offered for the support, healing 
and recovery of not only the man/woman directly affected with 
the abuse of alcohol and/or drugs, but also for anyone involved in 
the life of the alcoholic or drug addict.  For information please 
call 201-768-7565.  At this mass we are asking for donations of 
any clothing but especially coats and packages of socks. Thank 
you and have a Blessed Christmas. 

WHY IS PURPLE TH ECOLOR OF ADVENT 
 

The Catholic Church uses visual aids to highlight a season of the 
liturgical your or a mystery of the faith.  Purple - violet- repre-
sents a time of penance and preparation.  During the weeks of 
advent, the priest wears violet vestments and the altar is decorat-
ed with violet to remind us to prepare penitentially for Christ's 
coming.  On the third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) rose 
vestments and altar cloths are used to signal that Advent is almost 
over .  This is a happy time when we anticipate the joy of Christ’s 
coming.   

WAYS TO KEEP THE SEASON PEACEFUL 
 

Without our really knowing or intending it, the joy of Christmas 
can get lost in the wrappings and trappings of a hectic holiday.  
That’s why the Church created Advent as the season for quiet and 
joyful preparation. Here are some ways to help savor the spirit of 
the season. Plan Ahead - Try to plan ahead and avert the usual 
holiday problems. Stay Within Your Budget - Try postponing 
shopping as long as you can.  You wont have time to overbuy. 
Make time for personal prayer– Throughout the season make 
time for peaceful mediation and prayer. 



December 10, 2017 

SATURDAY, December 9, 2017 
            9:00 AM         Maude Pearce Littlewood 
 5:00 PM Lou Artale  

 

 SUNDAY, December 10, 2017 
  8:00 AM  Walter J. Pilipiak 

 10:00 AM Betty Gregg Malley 
 11:30 AM Lawrence Duca 
    6:00 PM  Daniel Doyle 

 

MONDAY, December 11, 2017 
 9:00 AM Alfred N. Sanzari 
 

TUESDAY, December 12, 2017 
            6:30 AM  Maria Mircovich  
 9:00 AM Charles Todaro 
 

WEDNESDAY, December 13, 2017 
            6:30 AM         For the People of the Parish 
 9:00 AM         John Cebak 
 

THURSDAY, December 14, 2017 
            6:30 AM         Frank Celani 
 9:00 AM         Margaretha Riario 
  

         FRIDAY, December 15, 2017 
 9:00 AM         John DiTomasso, Jr 

 

SATURDAY, December 16, 2017 
            9:00 AM         Meghan Manning 
                                            Living Intention 
 5:00 PM Yvonne Ibrahim  

 

 SUNDAY, December 17, 2017 
  8:00 AM  Gladys Gilsenan 

 10:00 AM Alfred DePetrillo 
 11:30 AM Merrily Main 
    6:00 PM  Marie Christie 

 
 
 
 
 
The Sanctuary Lamp at the Blessed Sacrament will be light-
ed during the week of December 10 Philip Barone request-
ed by Sylvia & Bob Re. 
 
The Altar Bread and Wine consecrated during the week of 
December 10 will be for Margaretha Riario requested by 
the Casile & Richter Family.  


