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PARISH STAFF
Rev. Msgr. Frank G. Del Prete
Pastor, ext. 303
Rev. Msgr. Peter Smutelovic
In Residence
Rev. Martin Rooney
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Maureen Straut
Office Administrator, ext. 301
Christine Ferreri, PT Pastoral Assoc.
Stacie Yao, Director of Music
Janue Vargas, Asst Dir of Music

Tom Pagano, Youth Minister
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Patricia Pula, M.A.R.E.
Director, ext. 304
Safe Environment Coordinator
PARISH SCHOOL
St. John’s Academy, Hillsdale
MASSES:
Weekdays: 9:00 AM (including Saturday) — (Summer)
Monday and Friday: 9:00 AM
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: 6:30AM and 9:00 AM — (Winter)
Saturday Evening: 5:00 PM
Sundays: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 11:30 AM and 6:00PM (Sept. - May)
Holy Days: Please see bulletin for schedule
PENANCE:
Saturday: 4:00-5:00 PM. At the Parish anytime by appointment. Communal Celebration of Penance periodically
throughout the year.
BAPTISMS:
Our parish family rejoices in the birth of your children. To prepare for baptism, parents are expected to attend one preparation meeting. Please call the parish office for the schedule of preparation meetings and Baptism celebration.
MARRIAGES:
Our parish is honored to host your marriage celebration. In order to accomplish all of the necessary preparations, arrangements should be made with one of the priests at least one year in advance. Pre-Cana and God's Plan for a Joy-Filled Marriage classes can be arranged through the Family Life Office of the Archdiocese of Newark at www.rcan.org.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK:
For those of advanced age or seriously ill, Holy Communion will be brought to the home of any person permanently or temporarily homebound. Please contact the parish office.
PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
Please register at the parish office. This is a wise way of acquiring a sense of belonging to our Parish Community.

Saint Gabriel the Archangel

Saddle River
OUR PARISH COMMUNITY
PRAYS FOR:

.
Isaiah proclaims truly good news to us! God’s coming
brings not sadness, guilt, fear, wrath, or condemnation. No, God’s
coming is a source of comfort and joy. Saying it once is not
enough, for today’s readings are full of joy. Mary’s Magnificat
substitutes for our psalm today, and our second reading encourages us to rejoice, to give thanks and praise. This is the root
meaning of the Greek word for eucharist. We are urged to rejoice
and give thanks, because the coming of the Lord brings joy, healing, liberty, release, vindication. It makes the very earth spring up
with new life! Good tidings!
Peace,
Fr. Frank

CHRISTMAS CONCERT THANK YOU!
On December 10th our Adult Choir, KidsChoir, Cantate Choir,
and our Children’s Color Bell Choir held their annual Christmas
Concert. We had over 300 people join us for this beautiful celebration of Christmas music, which included solo selections on the
piano and organ.
I extend a special thank you to Stacie Yao, Music Director, Janue Vargas, Assistant Director and Angela Scorese, who
directs the KidsChoir, and to all those who are
part of our music ministry for all that they did to
make the concert so moving; it was a wonderful
way to get us into the Christmas spirit. I thank
all those who participated in the Christmas Concert, as well as all the moms who helped with
the children’s choirs, for the sharing of their
time and talent with our parish in so many special ways.

CHRISTMAS IS A TIME FOR GIVING
Christmas is a time for giving. We take the time to choose a special gift for the special person in our life. The gifts we give are a
sign of our love and appreciation for those that we care about.
Christmas is also a time for us to give a gift to our parish. St. Gabriel’s is more than a building, it is a place where we come together as a family to celebrate the Sacraments, to educate our
youth, and to provide a comfortable and beautiful space of worship. We are so grateful for the generosity and sacrifice on behalf
of our parishioners that have allowed the Church to grow and
provide an even better place of worship. We ask for your generous and continued support in your Christmas offering during this
season of giving.

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve
4:00 PM - St. Gabriel’s
4:00 PM - IHA
6 PM - St. Gabriel’s
10 PM - St. Gabriel’s
Christmas Day
8:00 AM - St. Gabriel’s
10:00 AM - St. Gabriel’s
Noon - St. Gabriel’s

Those recently Baptized:
Alexander James Angelo

Our sick and homebound:

Jean Cohen, Baby James Jack D’Agostino,
Christine Danza, Ada Fields,
Tommy Fitzpatrick (4 years old)
Meg Gallagher, Baby Grace Gilbert
Lauren Harpster Hines
Bob Kleinknecht, Joseph Marigliani, Lou Perrin,
Joan Snow, Richard Straut,
Joseph & Cam Strangio, Nicole Trotta
Saint Gabriel the Archangel of Saddle River presents…
America's Cowboy Country September 2 – 9
For more information or a brochure contact
Father Frank Del Prete
Saint Gabriel the Archangel (201) 327-5663
fdelprete@stgabrielsr.org
MASSES FOR DIFFERENTLY-ABLED PEOPLE
Below is the schedule for Masses for the differently-abled members of the community to be held at the Church of the Nativity,
315 Prospect Street, in Midland Park. For questions or additional
information, please contact, Fr. George at 201-4446362 or janetlynnnemec@yahoo.com .
Planned Schedule of Masses for differently-abled people
Saturday, December 24, 2017 - 5:30 PM
(Christmas Eve)
Sunday, January 14, 2018 - 9:00 AM

FAITH DIRECT
Recently, we have introduced a new
and exciting way for you to support
our parish offertory and second collections: Faith Direct. With Faith Direct,
you can make regular automatic contributions to St. Gabriel the
Archangel using your credit/debit card or bank account, the same
process that you may use to pay utility bills or make car payments. Making your donations automatically means relief from
the hassle of locating your offertory envelopes as you run out the
door on Sunday morning, and guarantees that the church will
receive your gifts even if you are unable to attend Mass. There is
no fee to you, the parishioner, associated with use of the Faith
Direct program. Automatic contributions greatly benefit St. Gabriel the Archangel by providing a predictable cash flow as well
as decreasing the time and money the church expends dealing
with the envelope system. Faith Direct will provide you with
personalized offertory cards that you may place in the basket, and
a year end tax statement. We find Faith Direct a “win-win” for
both parishioners and our parish. Please enroll in this program by
picking up an enrollment form from the church office, or by visiting www.faithdirect.net to enroll securely on line. Our parish
code is NJ361. Please contact Fr. Frank if you need any additional information.

Third Sunday of Advent
THE WEEK AHEAD AT ST. GABRIEL’S
AA Meetings Monday thru Saturday
7 AM Parish Center

Sunday, December 17, 2017
Dinners and Gifts to St. Michael’s
7:00 PM - Youth Group Meeting
Monday, December 18, 2017
3:30 PM - Color Bell Choir
4:30 PM - Cantate Choir
Thursday, December 21, 2017
6:30 PM - Kids Choir Rehearsal
7:30 PM - Adult Choir Rehearsal

Friday, December 22, 2017
Parish Office Closed
ST. ANDREW PARISH ANNOUNCES:
“Discovering Christ”, a seven-week experience, begins January
28th through March 18th with a Saturday retreat on March 3. The
Sunday sessions will be held from 4:00-6:30 PM. Sessions are
held once a week at St. Andrews Parish Center, 120 Washington
Ave. in Westwood. Each session consists of a simple Sunday
dinner, an inspirational talk by dynamic guest speakers, small
group discussion and dessert. Registration deadline is January 8 th.
For more information, call the parish center at 201-666-1100 or
visit www.standrewcc.com.

ST GABRIEL’S NEW FACEBOOK PAGE
The Parish has a new Facebook page. Please
like us at Stgabrielsr.org
St. Gabriel's continues to collect Box Tops
for St. Michael's School in Newark. The
Box Top program is one of the nation’s
largest school fundraising loyalty programs and has been helping schools succeed since 1996. With over 250 participating products, it’s an
easy way for schools to earn cash for the things they need. Each
Box Tops coupon is worth 10¢ and they add up fast! The coupons are on products we buy at our local supermarkets everyday. St. Michael's will be able to use the Box Tops cash to buy
whatever they need most, from books to supplies and other school
programs. So please look for these coupons on your groceries
and start to clip. There is a collection box display in the lobby of
the church. As always, thank you for your support of St.
Michael's.

YOUTH GROUP NEWS
Youth Group: During the school year the Youth Group meets
every Sunday night in the Kavin Center from 7:00-8:30pm. All
high school teenagers are welcome to join us. Meetings are structured yet informal, and they usually consist of a discussion topic,
group dynamics, prayer, and socializing. Feel free to bring a
friend along with you. Whether you’ve been involved in our program before or not, you are always welcome to attend our meetings. Refreshments are served.

SAINT JOHN’S ACADEMY NEWS
----------------------------------------------------------------

Happy 3rd Week of Advent!

The SJA community has been busy this amazing Advent season!
The students collected food for
needy families, performed good
deeds for others, went shopping
at our Santa Shoppe, celebrated
Reconciliation, worshipped together at Mass, attended a special prayer service, sang and
played instruments at Barnes &
Noble. We are getting ready to say:
“HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS!”
WHY DO WE LIGHT WREATHS DURING ADVENT?
Advent wreaths are a time-honored tradition and are rich in symbolism. The wreath is an ancient symbol of victory, in this case,
paying tribute to Christ’s victory over sin The circular shape of
the wreath reminds us that God is eternal; he - like his everlasting
love for us - has no beginning and no end. The wreath is usually
made of evergreen branches symbolizing everlasting life.
Traditionally, the four candles (3 violet, one rose) represent the
four thousand years between the fall of Adam and Eve and the
birth of Christ. Each week an additional candle is lit, accompanied by Scriptural medications and prayers. The three violet candles stand for prayers, penances and good works we do to prepare
for Christ’s coming. The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday of
Advent as a reminder to rejoice, because it tells us the season is
almost over. Finally, the progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes the light of Jesus’ arrival, which brought us out of the
darkness of sin.

RETREATS AT BENEDICTINE CENTER
The Benedictine Center of St Walburga Monastery, Elizabeth, NJ
offers a New Year's Eve Retreat for women is offered at St
Walburga Monastery, Elizabeth, NJ, 4 PM Sunday eve until 1
PM Monday. Join others to begin the New Year with prayer and
reflection. $60. For information and registration contact Sr Marita, 908-353-3028; maritaosb@aol.com
Benedictine Center of St. Walburga Monastery, Elizabeth, NJ
invites all to "The Annual Thomas Merton Retreat". Read and
reflect on the writings of this Trappist monk who combined contemplation with deep concern for the world.
February 3 9 AM-3:30 PM. $35 for the day, lunch included.
February 2-4 Spend the weekend, $135.
For information and registration contact Sr Marita, 908-3533028; maritaosb@aol.com
FINANCIAL REPORT
The amount of the December 10 collection was $11,692.00.
Thank you for your continued generosity to St. Gabriel's. God
bless you and your families.

December 17, 2017

SATURDAY, December 16, 2017
9:00 AM
Meghan Manning
Living Intention
5:00 PM
Yvonne Ibrahim
SUNDAY, December 17, 2017
8:00 AM
Gladys Gilsenan
10:00 AM
Alfred DePetrillo
11:30 AM
Merrily Main
6:00 PM
Marie Christie
MONDAY, December 18, 2017
9:00 AM
Shelly Salmon (Living
Intention)
TUESDAY, December 19, 2017
6:30 AM
Frank Celani
9:00 AM
Bill Jergensen

WEDNESDAY, December 20, 2017
6:30 AM
Msgr. Joseph Petrillo
9:00 AM
John Dunderman
THURSDAY, December 21, 2017
6:30 AM
Angela Del Prete
9:00 AM
Margaretha Riario
FRIDAY, December 22, 2017
9:00 AM
George Hillman
SATURDAY, December 23, 2017
9:00 AM
Bill Jergensen
5:00 PM
Murray & Kelly Families
SUNDAY, December 24, 2017
8:00 AM
Evelyn Marron
10:00 AM
Richard Stefanacci
11:30 AM
Fran K. Walsh
4:00 PM
People of the Parish
4:00 PM (IHA) People of the Parish
6:00 PM
People of the Parish
10:00 PM
People of the Parish

The Sanctuary Lamp at the Blessed Sacrament will be lighted during the week of December 17 Gertrude & Michael
Gallucci requested by Ralph & Ann Gallucci
The Altar Bread and Wine consecrated during the week of
December 17 will be for Margaretha Riario requested by
the Rossi Family.

