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MASSES: 

      Weekdays: 9:00 AM (including Saturday) — (Summer) 

Monday and Friday: 9:00 AM  

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: 6:30AM and 9:00 AM — (Winter) 

Saturday Evening: 5:00 PM 

Sundays: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 11:30 AM and 6:00PM (Sept. - May) 

Holy Days: Please see bulletin for schedule 
 

PENANCE: 

Saturday: 4:00-5:00 PM. At the Parish anytime by appointment. Communal Celebration of Penance periodically  

throughout the year. 
 

BAPTISMS: 

Our parish family rejoices in the birth of your children.  To prepare for baptism, parents are expected to attend one prepara-

tion meeting.   Please call the parish office for the schedule of preparation meetings and Baptism celebration. 
 

MARRIAGES: 

Our parish is honored to host your marriage celebration.  In order to accomplish all of the necessary preparations, arrange-

ments should be made with one of the priests at least one year in advance.  Pre-Cana and God's Plan for a Joy-Filled Mar-

riage classes can be arranged through the Family Life Office of the Archdiocese of Newark at www.rcan.org. 
 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 

For those of advanced age or seriously ill, Holy Communion will be brought to the home of any person permanently or tem-

porarily homebound. Please contact the parish office. 
 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 

Please register at the parish office. This is a wise way of acquiring a sense of belonging to our Parish Community.  

PARISH STAFF 

Rev. Msgr. Frank G. Del Prete  

 Pastor, ext. 303 
 

Rev. Msgr. Peter Smutelovic 
In Residence 

 

Rev. Martin Rooney 

 Weekend Assistant 
 

 

Maureen Straut 

Office Administrator, ext. 301 
 

Luis Alfredo Lozano, Pastoral Assoc. 

Christine Ferreri, PT Pastoral Assoc. 
 

Stacie Yao, Director of Music 

Janue Vargas, Asst Dir of Music 
 

John Glynn, Youth Minister 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Patricia Pula, M.A.R.E. 

Director, ext. 304 

Safe Environment Coordinator 
 

PARISH SCHOOL 

St. John’s Academy, Hillsdale 

 

St. Gabriel the Archangel  

Catholic Church 
88 EAST SADDLE RIVER ROAD 

SADDLE RIVER, NJ  07458 

(201) 327-5663 — (201) 327-7881 — Fax (201) 327-7063 

WWW.STGABRIELSR.ORG 

EMAIL: OFFICE@STGABRIELSR.ORG 

Like us on Facebook at Stgabrielsr 

 



OUR PARISH COMMUNITY PRAYS FOR: 
 

Our recently deceased who have entered Eternal Life: 

Louis A Savarese  
Donald Lawson 

 
Our sick and homebound: 

  Daniel Castillo, Jean Cohen, Dawn Conguisti 
Margaret Cucciniello, Sharon D’Acuto,  

James Jack D’Agostino,  
Ada Fields, Meg Gallagher 

Elaine Greene (Joan Masotti’s sister) 
Bill Hamilton, Grace Gilbert 

 Lauren Harpster Hines 
Bob Kleinknecht, Joan Snow,  

Nicole Trotta 

Saint Gabriel the Archangel  Saddle River 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 On this final Sunday of Advent our scriptures fo-
cus on the historical birth of Jesus, who is son of David and 
Son of God, child and king, Jesus and Emmanuel. 
 Isaiah the prophet begs Ahaz to ask for a sign, to 
allow God to offer him reassurance of the survival of the 
Davidic dynasty. The king hypocritically refuses to “tempt 
the Lord” in that way, but the prophet foretells the birth of 
a son, an heir to the throne, who will prove the Lord’s en-
during protection of God’s chosen lineage on the throne of 
David. The child will be called Emmanuel. 
 Matthew’s reference to this history in his descrip-
tion of the birth of Jesus highlights the contrast between the 
faithless refusal of trust shown by Ahaz, and the complete 
trust in God shown by Mary and Joseph in bringing about 
the birth of Jesus Christ. 
 
  Merry Christmas, 
  Fr. Frank 
 

Please join us for Christmas! 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

The amount of the collection for December 15 was not available 
at the time the bulletin went to press and will be reported to you 
at a later date. Thank you for your continued generosity to St. 
Gabriel's. God bless you and your families.  

ST. GABRIEL THE ARCHANGEL CHURCH 
FIRST MONTHLY WOMEN’S  

BREAKFAST MASS & SOCIAL 
Saturday, January 11, 2020, 9:00 a.m. 

ALL WOMEN ARE WELCOME! 
 
Come join us at the first Monthly Wom-
en’s Breakfast Mass & Social! This 
gathering will begin with the Parish 
Mass at 9:00 a.m., then will be followed 
by a Breakfast Social and a discussion 
on topics of interest to the group in the 
Sanzari Room.  Coffee, tea, water, juice, 

and bagels with cream cheese and butter will be provided.  Any 
breakfast potluck additions to the menu are welcome.   Look for 
the Women’s Breakfast Mass & Social flyer to sign-up, enabling 
us to plan the breakfast accordingly.   Please call the office with 
any questions at (201) 327-5663, or speak with Monsignor Frank 
or Christine Ferreri. 

CHRISTMAS TREES AT ST. PAUL’S ABBEY 
 

St. Paul’s Abbey located at 289 US Route 206, 
has thousands of Christmas trees ready to choose-
n-cut.  Our Christmas tree plantation has been 
tended by the Benedictine monks since 1930.  We 
are open 7 days a week from November 29 
through December 23, 9 AM to 4 PM.   

We also have the Abbey Gift Shop with many items that make 
ideal Christmas gifts, including books, statues, jewelry and more. 
For additional information visit our website or call 973-383-2470  

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 

 Christmas is a time for giving.  We take the time to 
choose a special gift for the special person in our life.  The gifts 
we give are a signs of our love and appreciation for those that we 
care about.   
 Christmas is also a time for us to give a gift to our par-
ish.  St. Gabriel’s is more than a building, it is a place where we 
come together as a family to pray, to celebrate the Sacraments, to 
educate our youth, and to provide a comfortable and beautiful 
space of worship. 
 We are so grateful for the generosity and sacrifice of our 
parishioners who have enabled the Church to grow, as well as to 
provide the many ministries we offer.  We ask for your generous 
and continued support in your Christmas offering to the parish 
during this season of giving. 

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE 
 

The Archdiocese requires us and all parishes to provide the fol-
lowing information to the general public.  We do so here as a sign 
of our commitment to the safety of our children.  In every activity 
of St. Gabriel’s Parish, parents are encouraged to participate.  
Every employee and volunteer has passed a background check.  
Mrs. Patricia Pula serves as our Safe Environment Coordinator.  
The Archdiocese takes very seriously any and all allegations of 
sexual misconduct by members of the clergy, Religious and lay 
staff of the Archdiocese.  We encourage anyone with knowledge 
of an act of sexual misconduct to in-
form us immediately so that we may 
take appropriate action to protect oth-
ers and provide support to victims of 
sexual abuse.  Individuals who wish to 
report an allegation of sexual miscon-
duct may do so by calling the Archdi-
ocesan Office of Child and Youth Protection at (201) 407-3256. 

CHRISTMAS UNITY 
 

Christmas is a wonderful time to forgive anyone who hurt or dis-
appointed us.  After all, Jesus came to repair  our broken relation-
ship with God.  He will give us the strength and power to forgive 



Fourth Sunday of Advent 

THE WEEK AHEAD AT ST. GABRIEL’S 
AA Meetings Monday thru Saturday 

7 AM Parish Center 
 
Sunday, December 22, 2019 
6:00 PM - Youth Group Meeting 
 

Tuesday, December 24, 2019 
Parish office closed 
 
Wednesday, December 25, 2019 
Parish Office Closed 
 

Sunday, December 29, 2019 
6:00 PM - Youth Group Meeting 

ST JOHN’S ACADEMY 
 

Jesus is the 
Reason for the Season! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wishing a blessed Christmas to all of our 
parish families from the community of  

St. John’s Academy! 
May your day be filled with the joy of 

Christ’s birth!  

St. Gabriel's continues to collect 
Box Tops for St. Michael's School 
in Newark.  The Box Top program 
is one of the nation’s largest school 
fundraising loyalty programs and 
has been helping schools succeed 
since 1996. With over 250 partici-

pating products, it’s an easy way for schools to earn cash for the 
things they need.  Each Box Tops coupon is worth 10¢ and they 
add up fast!  The coupons are on products we buy at our local 
supermarkets everyday.  St. Michael's will be able to use the Box 
Tops cash to buy whatever they need most, from books 
to supplies and other school programs.  So please look for these 
coupons on your groceries and start to clip.  There is a collection 
box display in the lobby of the church.  As always, thank you for 
your support of St. Michael's. 

OPEN YOUR HEART TO THE CHRISTMAS PROMISE 
 

This time of year reminds us of our hope for a future of peace.  
But we cannot achieve this peace on our own.  We must open our 
hearts to the promise of Christmas   
“One nation shall not raise the sword against another, nor shall 
they train for war again.” (Isaiah 2:4)  Violence flourishes if the 
world accepts it as inevitable.  The world can change if the love 
of the Christmas Child takes root in our hearts.  Peace flows from 
hearts that love. 
 
“The poor will eat their fill; those who seek the Lord will offer 
praise.” (Paslm 22:27) Peace spreads more easily when all have 
enough.  These days the poor are everywhere and people are 
struggling to hold onto hope.  If we each 
make our holiday charitable efforts a year-
round habit, perhaps the words of the 
psalmist will come true. 
 
“The virgin shall be with child, and bear 
a so and shall name him Immanu-
el”  (Isaiah 7:14).  This Christmas we can 
once again rekindle our own sense of in-
nocence and hope   

WHY DOES THE CHURCH YEAR BEGIN IN ADVENT? 
 

The church has a liturgical year with its own seasons that help us 
to mark events that are important to 
Catholics.  However, the Church year 
doesn't start on January 1 or even De-
cember 25 - when we celebrate Christ’s 
birthday.  Instead, it begins on the first 
Sunday of Advent, the season before 
Christmas.  Advent is the perfect season 
for new beginnings.  It’s a season of 

preparation: the King of Kings is Coming!  There are three 
“arrivals” of Christ to prepare for and celebrate: as an infant at 
Bethlehem at Mass in the Eucharist, and as the King of Glory at 
the end of time.  In order to properly greet such a Guest, the 
Church sets aside this time for us to purify our hearts and souls.  
Whether that means being with God in prayer, attending Confes-
sion, volunteering in the community or cleaning house, advent is 
the time for it.  The Church wants us to begin the year well by 
preparing to welcome the King who comes to “make all things 
new”.  (Revelation 21:5). 

WHY DO CATHOLICS CLEBRATE  
CHRISTMAS AFTER DECEMBER 26? 

 

The Catholic Christmas is not just one day but an entire liturgical 
season.  It begins with the vigil Mass on Christmas Eve and ends 
on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. (January 12 this year.)  
During the celebration of Christmas, we rejoice in the realization 
of God’s plan for our salvation.  God became man to save us.  
Thus, the Church makes sure we have enough time - almost a 
month - to fully celebrate such a joyful, hope-filled, destiny-
altering event.  

ST MARIA DI ROSA 
 

Born Paula in Brescia, Italy, Maria di Rosa was the daughter of a 
mill owner and a countess.  Coming from a wealthy family didn't 
spare her from difficulty.  She lost her mother when young.  At 
seventeen years old, she left school to work with her father at the 
mill.  During the cholera epidemic in 1836, she cared for the sick.  
In 1840, she founded the Handmaids of Charity to care for the 
wounded during the wars.  



December 22, 2019 

SATURDAY, December 21, 2019 
 9:00 AM William P. Deegan 
  5:00 PM Angela Del Prete 
 

SUNDAY, December 22, 2019 
   8:00 AM   Ivan Tarabokia 
 10:00 AM Richard Stefanacci 
 11:30 AM   George Hillman 
    6:00 PM  Margurita Elloso  
 

MONDAY, December 23, 2019 
 9:00 AM         Bill Jergensen 
 

TUESDAY, December 24, 2019 
  4:00 PM  For the people of the Parish 
 4:00 PM (IHA)For the people of the Parish  
 6:00 PM For the people of the Parish 
 10:00 PM  For the people of the Parish 
 

WEDNESDAY, December 25, 2019 
   8:00 AM         For the people of the Parish 
 10:00 AM       For the people of the Parish 
 Noon               For the people of the Parish 
 

THURSDAY, December 26, 2019 
 9:00 AM         Len Marcel 
 

         FRIDAY, December 27, 2019 
 9:00 AM         Tommy FitzPatrick 
 

SATURDAY, December 28, 2019 
 9:00 AM Kevin Dalton 
  5:00 PM Barbara Lee Murray 
 

SUNDAY, December 29, 2019 
   8:00 AM   Adriana LaFrada 
 10:00 AM Kevin Dalton 
 11:30 AM   Paul & Gail Lefkowtiz 
                                           (Living Intention) 
    6:00 PM  Catherine Bush  

 
 
 
The Sanctuary Lamp at the Blessed Sacrament will be light-
ed during the week of December 22 for Kevin Dalton as 
requested by the Dalton Family.  
 
The Altar Bread and Wine consecrated during the week of 
December 22 for Bill Jergensen requested by Doris 
Jergensen. 


