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For a while it was very fashionable to own pigs as pets.
The publicity surrounding these creatures informed us that they
were, contrary to their popular image, very clean animals, and
also quite smart. Sad to say, sheep will most likely never enjoy
this sort of domestic vogue. They are neither clean nor smart and
are largely defenseless when left on their own, even in large
numbers. The biblical image of us as the flock of sheep is not a
particularly flattering one. Sheep without a shepherd are truly
sad, because they most likely will perish either from their inabil-
ity to fend for themselves or from their lack of defenses against
predators. Placing ourselves in the heart of this unflattering im-
age can reinforce our faith. Until we come to a profound realiza-
tion of how much we need a shepherd, we cannot appreciate how
deeply blessed we are to have been given a Shepherd, one who
laid down his life for us and was raised to life eternal in the Spir-
it, so he might guide us and we might follow him in faith forever.

Stay Safe.
Peace and prayers.
Fr. Frank

Let us pray for each other during these most difficult days
we are experiencing. [ will keep you informed through our
email system, Facebook and the parish website of any in-

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY PRAYS FOR:

Our recently deceased who have entered Eternal Life:
Chip Gildea
Peter Madonia
Rose DePetrillo

Our sick and homebound:
Daniel Castillo
Dawn Conguisti
James Jack D’ Agostino
Ada Fields
Jim FitzPatrick
Meg Gallagher
Grace Gilbert
Bill Hamilton
Lauren Harpster Hines
Bob Kleinknecht
Ted Masotti
Annabel Nardachone
Nicole Trotta

A NOTE FROM THE MUSIC MINISTRY

The communion meditation at 10am Mass is a
I ’ beautiful prayer composed by Fr. Michael Jon-

cas in response to the Covid-19 pandemic.
y Based on the beloved Psalm 23, Fr. Joncas’

paraphrase adapts the Psalmist’s sentiment to
respond to our present anxiety:

1. Shepherd and sheep, my God and I:
to fresh green fields you led my steps in days gone by.
You gave me rest by quiet springs
and filled my soul with peace your loving presence brings.

Chorus:
O shelter me, O shelter me:
the way ahead is dark and difficult to see.
O shelter me, O shelter me:
all will be well if only you will shelter me.

2. Yet now I tread a diff rent way,
death dogs my path with stealthy steps from day to day.
I cannot find your peaceful place
but dwell in dreary darkness, longing for your face.

3. I'will look back in days to come
and realize your faithfulness has led me home.
Within your house I'll find my peace,
trusting that in your mercy you have sheltered me.

May this beautiful hymn bring us peace and comfort at this diffi-
cult time. Let us remember each other and people who are affect-
ed by Covid-19 in our prayers.

THE PRAYER OF POPE FRANCIS
DURING THE CORONOAVIRUS PANDEMIC

At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain,
with steadfast faith. You, Salvation of the Roman People,
know what we need. We are certain that you will provide,
so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting
might return after this moment of trial. Help us, Mother of
Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and
to do what Jesus tells us: He who took our sufferings upon
Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring us, through the
Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. We seek ref-
uge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. Do not
despise our pleas — we who are put to the test — and deliver
us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.

COMMUNION PRAYER

The following is a Communion prayer that can be said
when not being able to receive the Eucharist. This is from
Bishop Barron’s televised mass from “Word on Fire.”

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Blessed
Sacrament. I love You above all things and I desire to re-
ceive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I em-
brace You as if You were already there, and unite myself
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The amount of the collection for April 26 was $12.530.79.
Thank you for your generosity to St. Gabriel’s. God bless
you and your family.




FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE

The Archdiocese requires us
and all parishes to provide
» 4 the following information to
the general public. We do so
here as a sign of our commit-
. ment to the safety of our chil-

“¥ dren. In every activity of St.
Gabriel’s Parish, parents are encouraged to participate.
Every employee and volunteer has passed a background
check. Mrs. Patricia Pula serves as our Safe Environment
Coordinator. The Archdiocese takes very seriously any and
all allegations of sexual misconduct by members of the cler-
gy, Religious and lay staff of the Archdiocese. We encour-
age anyone with knowledge of an act of sexual misconduct
to inform us immediately so that we may take appropriate
action to protect others and provide support to victims of
sexual abuse. Individuals who wish to report an allegation
of sexual misconduct may do so by calling the Archdioce-
san Office of Child and Youth Protection at (201) 407-
3256.

St. Gabriel's continues to
collect Box Tops for St.
Michael's School in New-
ark. The Box Top program
is one of the nation’s largest
school fundraising loyalty
programs and has been help-
ing schools succeed since 1996. With over 250 participat-
ing products, it’s an easy way for schools to earn cash for
the things they need. Each Box Tops coupon is worth 10¢
and they add up fast! The coupons are on products we buy
at our local supermarkets everyday. St. Michael's will be
able to use the Box Tops cash to buy whatever they need
most, from books to supplies and other school pro-
grams. So please look for these coupons on your groceries
and start to clip and save them until you can leave them in
the collection box in the lobby of the church. As always,
thank you for your support of St. Michael's.

HELP YOUR PARISH DURING THIS CRISIS

As of this 4/28 we have $7,375 pledged to the GoFundMe
page the Archdiocese of Newark has asked each parish to
set up. If you would like to contribute this way, please visit
our parish GoFundMe page:

https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/st-gabriels-
saddle-river-nj

The GoFundMe page is in addition to the offerings we re-
ceive on Faith Direct and the weekly envelopes. If you
have not signed up for Faith Direct and would like to do so,
please go to www.faithdirect.net. There you can register
for an online account by using our parish code NJ361.

I am so grateful for your prayers and generosity during this
most difficult time. Let us continue to pray for each anoth-
er!

Fr. Frank

HOT MEALS IN HACKENSACK

As you know St. Gabriel’s was scheduled to
serve a hot meal in Hackensack on Saturday
March 21. That was canceled but we recog-
~ nize that the need is still there and could be
" greater than ever. Our Hot Meal program is
part of Family Promise of Bergen County
whose mission is to help the homeless. So many of you
care deeply about those at greatest risk and may wish to
make a contribution. That may be done by sending a check
made out to Family Promise of Bergen County with a nota-
tion for the Walk-In Dinner Program. It can be mailed to
Family Promise of Bergen County
100 Dayton Street
Ridgewood, NJ 07450

MEMORIAL OPPORTUNITIES

The parish recently purchased an altar cloth and a priest
stole to use for our parish celebrations. If you are interested
in memorializing one of these items in memory of a loved
one, and would like more information, please contact Fr.
Frank.

STAYING CLOSE SPIRITUALLY
Suggestions while maintaining a safe
and respectful social distance

1)Begin each day with prayer. Ask Jesus to stay close to you
and to all your family and friends. Pray for the health and
well being of everyone you associate with, and of all God’s
people throughout the world.

2) Express your love and concern for the people you live
with, your spouse, children, other relatives or friends. Com-
fort and encourage them when they are frightened and feel-
ing closed in or helpless.

3) Reach out to other family members, friends and col-
leagues by telephone, texting, email and other forms of so-
cial media. Let them know that you are close to them and
that you share their experiences and anxiety.

4) Attend Mass and other prayers and devotions virtually.
Many opportunities are available each day on television,
radio and online. Participation in the life of the Church can
help us feel more closely connected with God and with each
other. Make the following spiritual Communion: Dear Je-
sus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy
Sacrament of the Eucharist. I love you above all things, and
desire to receive your Body and Blood. Since I cannot at
this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spirit-
ually into my heart. Stay close to me, Jesus, so that I may be
close to all our sisters and brothers, especially those who are
most in need of your loving care. Amen.

5) As you go about your daily business working remotely,
studying at home, doing spring cleaning, caring for children
or family members, preparing dinner, doing laundry, and
more look for opportunities to offer up your activities to
God in gratitude for His closeness to you.



https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/st-gabriels-saddle-river-nj
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May 3, 2020

SATURDAY, May 2, 2020
9:00 AM Susan Cinquegrana
5:00 PM Barbara Lee Murray

SUNDAY, May 3, 2020
8:00 AM Mariana Rodis
10:00 AM Joan Baelis
11:30 AM Dr. Carol Jones
6:00 PM Ann Van Thunen
Living Intention

MONDAY, May 4, 2020
9:00 AM Msgr. Joseph Petrillo

TUESDAY, May 5, 2020
6:30 AM Mary Jane Roberts
Living Intention
9:00 AM Janette Mosca

WEDNESDAY, May 6, 2020
6:30 AM For the People of the Parish
9:00 AM Tina Raia

THURSDAY, May 7, 2020
6:30 AM Howard & Eleanore Walsh
Living Intention
9:00 AM William Deegan

FRIDAY, May 8, 2020
9:00 AM Alan Post

SATURDAY, May 9, 2020
9:00 AM Antone LaSala
5:00 PM All Mothers - Living & Deceased

SUNDAY, May 10, 2020
8:00 AM All Mothers - Living & Deceased
10:00 AM All Mothers - Living & Deceased
11:30 AM All Mothers - Living & Deceased
6:00 PM All Mothers - Living & Deceased

++ N LOVING

REMEMBRANCE

The Sanctuary Lamp at the Blessed Sacrament and the
Altar Bread and Wine consecrated during the week are
available as memorials for loved ones. Please contact
the parish office at 201-337-5663



