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PARISH STAFF
Rev. Msgr. Frank G. Del Prete

Pastor, ext. 303

Rev. Martin Rooney
Weekend Assistant

Maureen Straut
Office Administrator, ext. 301

Luis Alfredo Lozano, Pastoral Assoc., &
Christine Ferreri, PT Pastoral Assoc. \

Stacie Yao, Director of Music |
Janue Vargas, Asst Dir of Music

John Glynn, Youth Minister

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Patricia Pula, M.A.R.E.
Director, ext. 304
Safe Environment Coordinator

PARISH SCHOOL
St. John’s Academy, Hillsdale

Weekdays: 9:00 AM (including Saturday) — (Summer)
Monday and Friday: 9:00 AM
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: 6:30AM and 9:00 AM — (Winter)
Saturday Evening: 5:00 PM
Sundays: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 11:30 AM and 6:00PM (Sept. - May)
Holy Days: Please see bulletin for schedule

PENANCE:
Saturday: 4:00-5:00 PM. At the Parish anytime by appointment. Communal Celebration of Penance periodically
throughout the year.

BAPTISMS:
Our parish family rejoices in the birth of your children. To prepare for baptism, parents are expected to attend one prepara-
tion meeting. Please call the parish office for the schedule of preparation meetings and Baptism celebration.

MARRIAGES:
Our parish is honored to host your marriage celebration. In order to accomplish all of the necessary preparations, arrange-
ments should be made with one of the priests at least one year in advance. Pre-Cana and God's Plan for a Joy-Filled Mar-
riage classes can be arranged through the Family Life Office of the Archdiocese of Newark at www.rcan.org.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK:
For those of advanced age or seriously ill, Holy Communion will be brought to the home of any person permanently or tem-
porarily homebound. Please contact the parish office.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
Please register at the parish office. This is a wise way of acquiring a sense of belonging to our Parish Community.




SAINT GABRIEL THE ARCHANGEL

SADDLE RIVER

¥rom the PRastor

King David wished that the ark of God might have a
more permanent home. David may have envisioned something
like the cedar palace where he resided. God had in mind some-
thing more: a throne where David’s descendants would rule for
ever, a kingdom where Jews and Gentiles alike would be wel-
come.

Mary’s prayerful nature led to an even more disturbing
message. She would conceive and bear a Son though she was not
yet married. “How can this come about?” Mary wondered. “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you,” she was told.

Mary’s acceptance of this difficult challenge ushered in
this, the final age of God’s reign. What was once a secret known
only by chosen people like King David and his descendants must
now be made clear to all so that, as Saint Paul wrote to the Ro-
mans, we can be brought to the “obedience of faith” “according
to the command of the eternal God.”

Stay safe,
Fr. Frank

Please be assure of my prayers for a Merry Christmas. May the
light and peace of the Christ Child be with you throughout the
coming New Year!

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY PRAYS FOR:

Our recently deceased who have entered Eternal Life:
Nancy Cataldo

For those recently baptized
Tatum Ann Haugk
Summer Ann Haugk
Eric Shepard Haugk
Peter Edward Norton

Our sick and homebound:
Salvatore Averso
Daniel Castillo
Dawn Conguisti
Ada Fields
Meg Gallagher
Grace Gilbert,
Bill Hamilton
Lauren Harpster Hines
Sharon Muscarelle
Bob Kleinknecht
Nicole Trotta

OPEN YOUR HEART TO THE CHRISTMAS PROMISE

This time of year reminds us of our hope for a future of
peace. But we cannot achieve this peace on our own. We
must open our hearts to the promise of Christmas

“One nation shall not raise the sword against another,
nor shall they train for war again.” (Isaiah 2:4) Violence
flourishes if the world accepts it as inevitable. The world
can change if the love of the Christmas Child takes root in
our hearts. Peace flows from hearts that love.

“The poor will eat their fill; those who seek the Lord will
offer praise.” (Psalm 22:27) Peace spreads more easily
when all have enough. These days the poor are everywhere
and people are struggling to hold onto
hope. If we each make our holiday
charitable efforts a year-round habit,
perhaps the words of the psalmist will
come true.

“The virgin shall be with child, and
bear a so and shall name him Im-
manuel” (Isaiah 7:14). This Christ-
mas we can once again rekindle our
own sense of innocence and hope

ST PETER CANISUIUS (1597)

December 21—Born in Holland, he was ordained into the
Society of Jesus and vigorously safeguarded the Catholic
faith through writings and teaching. His work, The Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church, is still used today.

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE

The Archdiocese requires us and
) all parishes to provide the fol-
/ lowing information to the gen-
eral public. We do so here as a
Y sign of our commitment to the

i safety of our children. In every
activity of St. Gabrlel s Parish, parents are encouraged to
participate. Every employee and volunteer has passed a
background check. Mrs. Patricia Pula serves as our Safe
Environment Coordinator. The Archdiocese takes very se-
riously any and all allegations of sexual misconduct by
members of the clergy, Religious and lay staff of the Arch-
diocese. We encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of
sexual misconduct to inform us immediately so that we may
take appropriate action to protect others and provide sup-
port to victims of sexual abuse. Individuals who wish to
report an allegation of sexual misconduct may do so by
calling the Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth Protec-
tion at (201) 407-3256.

HOLIDAY ADVICE

The holiday season is an important time in the Church, but
in the midst of a pandemic, it can also be a time when
health worries, money worries, family worries and ever
kind of worry intrudes. Instead, try to follow this advice
from St. Paul:

“Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, what-
ever is gracious, if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things.” (Philippians 4:8)




FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

As we get ready to celebrate the

il birth of our Savior, Christmas reminds us

i that light of Christ will shine brightly even

/.,H_ \ in midst of the trials and darkness we have

/ ’\ experienced during the past several months
~ I as aresult of the Covid pandemic.

\ ﬁw Needless to say, Christmas will be

: different this year, but at the same time we

want to have beautiful and meaningful cele-

brations. It is important that we ensure the safety and well

being of all our parishioners, priests and staff.

According to the mandated guidelines, our church
can hold 70 people with the requirements of social distanc-
ing being followed. With this in mind, we plan to have both
in person and live streamed Christmas masses.

It is essential that you register if you plan on attend-
ing one of the Christmas masses. We are required to take
attendance and will have to lock the doors once mass be-
gins, so please be on time.

Unless things change as we get closer to Christmas,
this will be our Christmas Mass Schedule:

Christmas Eve:
2:00 pm - registration required
4:00 pm - registration required - the Mass will be live
streamed as well
6:00 pm - registration required
10:00 pm - registration required

Christmas Day:
8:00 am - registration required
10:00 am - registration required
11:00 am - registration required
Noon - registration required - the Mass will be live
streamed as well

Please check the website for the Archdiocese of
Newark for information about attending mass during the
pandemic at www.rcan.org/covid19.

ST GABRIEL’S UPDATES

We will continue to live stream mass at 9:00 am on
weekdays and Saturday as well as 10:00 am on Sun-
day. Please remember that Cardinal Tobin has continued to
dispense the faithful from the obligation to attend Mass on
Sunday and Holy Days as well as from the “Easter duty.”
Those who are at risk because of an underlying health issue
or who are 60 or older are strongly encouraged to avoid the
risks posed by attendance at public celebrations of the
Mass. Following the guidelines we received for resuming
the public celebration of mass, in order to assure the safety
of all who attend, St. Gabriel’s can hold 70 people for mass.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The amount of the collection for December 13 was not available
at the time the bulletin went to press and will be reported to you
at a later date. Thank you for your generosity to St. Gabriel’s.
God bless you and your family.

If YOU PLAN TO ATTEND MASS
Please follow the following guidelines

a. If you are experiencing symptoms of
COVID-19 or have been exposed to another
infected person, you are not permitted to
enter the church for 14 days. Check your
temperature before coming to mass.

b. Maintain 6 feet distancing entering and exiting church at
all times

c. Seats will be clearly marked as available for one individ-
ual. Seating is restricted to 3 per row in the middle and 2
per row on the sides. Many pews will be unavailable to
maintain social distancing

d. Masks MUST be worn at all times except at the moment
of reception of the Body of Christ

e. It would be helpful if you would bring Purell with you to
be used before you enter church and before you receive
communion.

f. Only the front doors of the church may be used to enter
the church - If handicap access is needed, please contact Fr.
Frank. Once mass begins, the doors of the church will be
closed and you will not be able to enter. Please be on time
for mass.

SAINT OF THE WEEK

Bl. Bartholomew of Vicenza (1201-1270), also known as
Bartholomew of Braganca or Breganza, was born to a noble
family in Vicenza, Italy. While studying in Padua he en-
tered the newly established Dominican Order as one of their
first friars, receiving the habit from St. Dominic himself.
Bartholomew quickly advanced to positions of prominence
within the Order, becoming prior and then overseeing sev-
eral convents. He was sent to preach against the heretics in
Lombardy, and was so successful that in 1235 the Holy Fa-
ther made him Master of the Sacred Palace (an office
known as "The Pope's Theologian") a position which was
first held by St. Dominic. In this role he also founded a mil-
itary order of knights for the purpose of maintaining civil
order and peace throughout Italy called the Order of the
Knights of the Mother of God (or the Knights of St. Mary).
He was later made bishop of Cyprus, and also served as
papal legate and confessor to St. Louis King of France, who
was then leading a crusade in the Holy Land. From this
friendship Bartholomew received the gift of a relic of the
True Cross and a thorn from the Crown of Thorns. When
Bartholomew returned to his native Vicenza as the city's
bishop he built a church to house the precious relics called
the Church of the Holy Crown. Bl. Bartholomew of Vicen-
za was an effective mediator between the factions and feuds
of his day, even converting the leader of a heretical party
back to the Catholic faith.



http://www.rcan.org/covid19

DECEMBER 20, 2020

Mazs Intentiong

SATURDAY, December 19, 2020
9:00 AM Bill Jergensen
5:00 PM Barbara Lee Murray

SUNDAY, December 20, 2020
8:00 AM Msgr Joseph Petrillo
10:00 AM William Deegan
11:30 AM Francis Xavier Hamilton
(Living Intention)
6:00 PM Ralph Englehardt

MONDAY, December 21, 2020
9:00 AM Angela Del Prete

TUESDAY, December 22, 2020

6:30 AM John Pedin
9:00 AM Leonard Marcel
WEDNESDAY, December 23, 2020
6:30 AM People of the Parish
9:00 AM Bill Jergensen
THURSDAY, December 24, 2020
2:00 PM People of the Parish
4:00 PM People of the Parish
6:00 PM People of the Parish

10:00 PM People of the Parish

FRIDAY, December 25, 2020
8:00 AM People of the Parish
10:00 AM People of the Parish
11:00 AM People of the Parish

Noon People of the Parish
SATURDAY, December 26, 2020

9:00 AM Richard Stefanacci

5:00 PM Barbara Lee Murray

SUNDAY, December 27, 2020
8:00 AM Tina Raia
10:00 AM Kevin Dalton
11:30 AM Angela McCarthy
6:00 PM Angelo Bonnici

.|:H~IN LOVING
REMEMBRANCE

The Sanctuary Lamp at the Blessed Sacrament will be
lighted during the week of December 20 for Robert Allan
de Castro requested by the Bascio family.

The Altar Bread and Wine consecrated during the week of
December 20 for Bill Jergensen requested by Doris
Jergensen.



