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The scriptures of Israel are filled with many stories
of barren couples who were miraculously granted the gift
of children by God. Surely the best known among these is
the first reading from today, from which Luke took inspira-
tion when he recounted the miraculous birth of John the
Baptist to Zechariah and Elizabeth, and the more miracu-
lous birth of Jesus to Mary and Joseph. In each instance, we
are given examples or role models of those who trusted in
God. More than examples of those who trust, they are mod-
els of self-surrender. They abandoned their own presuppo-
sitions and prejudices about the workings of the world and
turned their lives over to belief in a God who can make life
grow where none ought to; a God who can turn death
around into a new and unimagined life; a God who can,
today, take a tiny child of humble parents in an insignifi-
cant town and make him into a light for all the world. This
is what we, as God’s holy family, are called to do each day:
to trust not in ourselves and the way we think things should
be, but to open ourselves and surrender ourselves in faith to
a God of endless promise.

Happy New Year,
Fr. Frank

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY PRAYS FOR:

Our sick and homebound:
Salvatore Averso
Daniel Castillo
Dawn Conguisti
Ada Fields
Meg Gallagher
Grace Gilbert,
Bill Hamilton
Lauren Harpster Hines
Sharon Muscarelle
Bob Kleinknecht
Nicole Trotta

ST GABRIEL’S UPDATES

We will continue to live stream mass at 9:00 am on
weekdays and Saturday as well as 10:00 am on Sun-
day. Please remember that Cardinal Tobin has continued to
dispense the faithful from the obligation to attend Mass on
Sunday and Holy Days as well as from the “Easter duty.”
Those who are at risk because of an underlying health issue
or who are 60 or older are strongly encouraged to avoid the
risks posed by attendance at public celebrations of the
Mass. Following the guidelines we received for resuming
the public celebration of mass, in order to assure the safety
of all who attend, St. Gabriel’s can hold 70 people for mass.

% In Loving Memory

The following parishioners have made Christmas Flower
donations in memory of their loved ones.

David & Joni Sanzari
In memory of Alfred & Mary Sanzari
In memory of John & Annette Garafano

Cordelia Bergaino
In memory of Olive & Eugene Park

Donna Alonzo
In memory of Mike & Ann Secli

Jill Weber
In memory of Nelson Perez

Fred & Donna Berardo
In memory of Pasqual & Bambina Berardo
In memory of Domenico & Philomena Cotola

Anne Marie Olson
In memory of the Lavis & Olson Families

Robert Zakrzewski
In memory of the Zakrzewski & Bussanich Families

Dr & Mrs. Gerard Makhoul & Family
In memory of Frederick Makhoul
In memory of Eleanor Makhoul
In memory of Stephanie Makhoul
In memory of Cooper Makhoul

Christine Hauser
In memory of Gregg Hauser

Mr & Mrs. Edward Norton
In memory of the Norton and Brennan Families

Joan Sirard
In memory of Louis Sirard
In memory of John & Sophie Rusin
In memory of Dennis & Flow James
In memory of Noel & Anita Sirard

Patricia & Tom O’Brien
In memory of Albert T. Connors
In memory of Marian & Paul O’Brien

Lucille Tese
In memory of Raymond Tese
In memory of Annuciata & Santo Madonia
In memory of Nancy & Peter Madonia

Doris Jergensen
In memory of Bill Jergensen
In memory of Jean Hagemann
In memory of Eileen Lynch




THE HoLy FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH

Archdiocese of Newark
November, 2020
Mass During Pandemic

The Archdiocese of Newark has put into place “Directives for
Parish Liturgical Celebrations During the Covid 19 Pandemic.”
These can be viewed in their entirety at rcan.org/covid19.

Parishioners should be aware that all pastors, administrators and
chaplains have been told to comply with these directives. They
are in place to protect the health and safety of all parishioners, lay
ministers, and members of the clergy. Your cooperation with
these directives will protect you and those around you. It is an act
of charity to cooperate with these instructions.

A few items from the directives which parishioners should be
especially aware of are listed below:

The obligation to attend Mass is still suspended. Parish-
ioners who are sick, high risk, or uncomfortable attending Mass
are not obligated to do so. Further, anyone attending Mass who
does not wish to receive Communion does not have to do so. Re-
member that even with precautions in place, it is still possible to
contract Covid 19 in church.

Parishioners should check their temperature before com-
ing to Mass. Anyone with a fever or other symptoms should not
attend. All parishioners must wear a mask at all times while in
church. From the moment you enter the building to the moment
you leave, a mask is required to be worn properly, over the mouth
and nose. All parishioners must maintain social distancing while
entering, attending, and leaving the church. Churches have
marked off seating and limited occupancy to accomplish this.

Due to limited occupancy, parishioners may be asked to
register before coming to Mass or sign in upon arrival. Parishion-
ers who do not preregister for Mass may not be able to enter if
the church has reached capacity. Additionally, if someone who
attended Mass was diagnosed with Covid 19, other parishioners
in attendance could be notified to take proper precautions.

Receiving Communion
In the Archdiocese of Newark, there is only one way to receive
Communion during the pandemic. The faithful process up the
aisle in single file, distancing between households, wearing a
mask. Communion is only distributed in the form of bread and
only given in the hand. After receiving the host in the hand, the
recipient steps to the side, lowers their mask, consumes the host,
replaces their mask and returns to their place.

Why Can’t I Receive Communion on the Tongue?
Covid 19 has been proven to be spread through droplets of saliva.
Clergy and lay ministers should not be putting their fingers in or
near a person’s mouth, especially when they then have to give
communion to others. Please note that the practice of receiving
communion in the hand during the pandemic is only temporary,
and that no one is obligated to receive communion at this time.

Cooperation with the directives is mandatory and is meant to save
lives. During a time of crisis, all need to make sacrifices for the
good of others. Making sacrifices during the liturgy such as not
being able to receive from the cup or having to receive the host in
the hand should be offered up to God for the hundreds of thou-
sands who have succumbed to this deadly virus.

The pandemic will not last forever, but while it is here, the pa-
tience and cooperation of all members of the clergy and faithful
with the Directives are needed so that all may be safe while wor-
shiping “to the praise and glory of God.” If you have questions,
please speak with your pastor or parish staff member. Thank you
and God bless you.

If YOU PLAN TO ATTEND MASS
Please follow the following guidelines

a. If you are experiencing symptoms of
COVID-19 or have been exposed to another
infected person, you are not permitted to
enter the church for 14 days. Check your
temperature before coming to mass.

b. Maintain 6 feet distancing entering and exiting church at
all times

c. Seats will be clearly marked as available for one individ-
ual. Seating is restricted to 3 per row in the middle and 2
per row on the sides. Many pews will be unavailable to
maintain social distancing

d. Masks MUST be worn at all times except at the moment
of reception of the Body of Christ

e. It would be helpful if you would bring Purell with you to
be used before you enter church and before you receive
communion.

f. Only the front doors of the church may be used to enter
the church - If handicap access is needed, please contact Fr.
Frank. Once mass begins, the doors of the church will be
closed and you will not be able to enter. Please be on time
for mass.

SAINT OF THE WEEK
St. John of Matha

St. John of Matha (1154-1213) was born near Provence,
France to noble and pious parents, and was dedicated to
God from his birth. He learned the arts of a nobleman and
advanced in Christian virtue, tending the sick and giving
alms to the poor. Through his study of theology at the Uni-
versity of Paris he discerned a call to Holy Orders and be-
came a priest. On the day of his first Mass he had a vision
which encouraged him to devote his life to ransom Chris-
tians who had been captured by Muslims and forced into
slavery. After time spent in prayer and fasting, he went to
Rome to gain the Pope's approval for a new religious order
dedicated to this purpose. Pope Innocent III deliberated and
ordered a fast, afterwards concluding that John's mission
was inspired by God. He gave his approval for the founda-
tion of the Order of the Holy Trinity, or the Hospitaler Or-
der of the Most Holy Trinity and of Captives (Trinitarians).
The habit of the order, a white scapular with a two-toned
blue and red cross on the chest, was chosen according to
what St. John saw in his vision. St. John of Matha and the
Trinitarians collected alms and traveled to Moor-controlled
areas, ransoming and encouraging many Christian captives.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The amount of the collection for December 13 was
10,741.79. Thank you for your generosity to St. Gabriel’s.
God bless you and your family.




DECEMBER 27, 2020

Mazs Intentiong

SATURDAY, December 26, 2020
9:00 AM Richard Stefanacci
5:00 PM Barbara Lee Murray

SUNDAY, December 27, 2020
8:00 AM Tina Raia
10:00 AM Kevin Dalton
11:30 AM Angela McCarthy
6:00 PM Angelo Bonnici

MONDAY, December 28, 2020
9:00 AM Tina Raia

TUESDAY, December 29, 2020
6:30 AM Robert Lombardi
9:00 AM John Parvis

WEDNESDAY, December 30, 2020
6:30 AM People of the Parish
9:00 AM Robert Bradley

THURSDAY, December 31, 2020
9:00 AM Mary Higgins Clark
5:00 PM Philip Ross, Jr.

FRIDAY, January 1, 2021
9:00 AM Genovefa & Wladyslaw Gabka
Teodora Giovanni & Peter Mariani

Noon Lorraine Richte

SATURDAY, January 2, 2021
9:00 AM Joseph S. Hillen
5:00 PM Mary E. O’Rourke

SUNDAY, January 3, 2021
8:00 AM William A. MacDonald
10:00 AM Antonia Bussanich
11:30 AM Jeanette Barone
6:00 PM  Liege John Payne

.|:H~IN LOVING

REMEMBRANCE

The Sanctuary Lamp at the Blessed Sacrament will be
lighted during the week of December 27 for Kevin
Dalton as requested by his family.



