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PARISH STAFF
Rev. Msgr. Frank G. Del Prete

Pastor, ext. 302

Rev. Martin Rooney
Weekend Assistant

Maureen Straut
Office Administrator, ext. 301

Luis Alfredo Lozano, Pastoral Assoc., &
Christine Ferreri, PT Pastoral Assoc. \

Stacie Yao, Director of Music |
Janue Vargas, Asst Dir of Music

Jessika Santulli , Youth Minister

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Patricia Pula, M.A.R.E.
Director, ext. 303
Safe Environment Coordinator

PARISH SCHOOL
St. John’s Academy, Hillsdale

Weekdays: 9:00 AM (including Saturday) — (Summer)
Monday and Friday: 9:00 AM
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: 6:30AM and 9:00 AM — (Winter)
Saturday Evening: 5:00 PM
Sundays: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 11:30 AM and 6:00PM (Sept. - May)
Holy Days: Please see bulletin for schedule

PENANCE:
Saturday: 4:00-5:00 PM. At the Parish anytime by appointment. Communal Celebration of Penance periodically
throughout the year.

BAPTISMS:
Our parish family rejoices in the birth of your children. To prepare for baptism, parents are expected to attend one prepara-
tion meeting. Please call the parish office for the schedule of preparation meetings and Baptism celebration.

MARRIAGES:
Our parish is honored to host your marriage celebration. In order to accomplish all of the necessary preparations, arrange-
ments should be made with one of the priests at least one year in advance. Pre-Cana and God's Plan for a Joy-Filled Mar-
riage classes can be arranged through the Family Life Office of the Archdiocese of Newark at www.rcan.org.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK:
For those of advanced age or seriously ill, Holy Communion will be brought to the home of any person permanently or tem-
porarily homebound. Please contact the parish office.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
Please register at the parish office. This is a wise way of acquiring a sense of belonging to our Parish Community.




SAINT GABRIEL THE ARCHANGEL
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$rom the PRastor

The prophetic writings we hear in today’s scrip-
tures call us to rejoice and celebrate the goodness of God.
Zephaniah, Isaiah, Saint Paul, and John the Baptist in
Luke’s Gospel all follow the rich tradition of the Biblical
prophets, a tradition that reaches full expression in Jesus.
The prophets warn that human failings have truly disastrous
consequences. All are summoned to repent, and to change
their lives. Today we hear the Good News that God’s gra-
cious love exceeds and overcomes all human corruption.
God has not given up on us. Indeed, God keeps pursuing us,
and eagerly seeks to reconcile with us. God’s initiative to
set the world aright culminates with Jesus, whose coming
John the Baptist announces. John’s prophetic message sum-
mons us to join in God’s reconciling work, by living gener-
ously and justly in our daily lives. As we rejoice in God’s
grace, we then extend the fruits of this grace to all.

Stay safe,
Fr. Frank

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY PRAYS FOR:

Our recently deceased who have entered Eternal Life:
Rosemary Arndt

Those recently joined in Matrimony
Elizabeth Ann Masters & Vincent Peter Anthony Scotti

Our sick and homebound:
Salvatore Averso
Daniel Castillo
Dawn Conguisti
Ada Fields
Meg Gallagher
Grace Gilbert
Bill Hamilton
Lauren Harpster Hines
Bob Kleinknecht
Joan Massotti
Bob Re
Nicole Trotta

CHRISTMAS CONCERT/THANK YOU!

On December 5th our Adult Choir, Archan-
gel Choir, and Holiday Color Bell Choir
held their annual Christmas Concert. We
had a great number of families and friends
join us for this beautiful celebration of
Christmas music, which included musical
selections from a variety of instruments and

soloists.

I extend a special thank you to Stacie Yao, Music Director,
Janue Vargas, Assistant Director and Diana Ciappina, who
directs the Archangel Choir, and to all those who are part of
our music ministry for all that they did to make the concert
so moving; it was a wonderful way to get us into the Christ-
mas spirit.

ST GABRIEL’S SOCIAL CLUB

Thursday, December 16 at 1PM in
the Parish Center. RSVP to Patti
Ross at 201-962-3793 no later than
Monday December 13, 2021. Price
$15 per person. Bring a grab bag gift
valued at $10. We welcome everyone
to join us and look forward to seeing
you on December 16th!

FINANCIAL REPORT

The amount of the collection for December 5 was
$12,262.88. Thank you for your generosity & God bless
you and your family.

CHRISTMAS TREES AT ST. PAUL’S
=] ABBEY

. St. Paul’s Abbey, on 289 Route 206,
» Newton, NJ 07860 one mile south of
J7 Newton, has thousands of Christmas
~~ trees ready to choose ‘n’ cut. Open 7
- days a week from November 26 to De-
cember 20, 10 AM to 3:30 PM. Also
visit their gift shop with many items that
make ideal Christmas gifts, including
books, statues, jewelry and more. For additional infor-
mation visit www.newtonosb or call (973) 383-2470.

e,

HELP US TO STAY IN TOUCH WITH YOU

The parish uses a communication system called Flocknote
to send email and text messages to parishioners. If you
have not been receiving emails or texts from the parish and
would like to receive them, please call the parish office at
(201) 327-5663 to give your contact information.

COVID PROTOCOL

We received the following reminder from the Archdiocese
of Newark, that while masks are not required for fully vac-
cinated people, those not vaccinated must wear a mask in a
public gathering. We must do everything we can to ensure
the safety of all who come to worship at St. Gabriel’s. Let
us keep the safety of our neighbors in faith our preeminent
concern.

BUILD YOUR CHRISTMAS AROUND THE MASS

At Christmas Mass, after all that waiting and preparing, we
are ready to receive the greatest Gift of all: Jesus Christ,
truly present in the Eucharist, under the appearances of
bread and wine. Sing joyfully in Mass and welcome the
King of Kings into your hearts and homes!




THRID SUNDAY OF ADVENT

%iif In Loving Memory

The following parishioners have made Christmas Flower
donations in memory of their loved ones.

Charles Vialotti
In memory of Vialotti Family

HONOR THE SPIRIT OF ST. NICHOLAS

St. Nicholas is one icon of the holiday season that has
meaning in both the secular and spiritual celebrations of
Christmas. We know that St. Nicholas was born at the end
of the third century in Asia Minor. His parents died when
he was young and left him well off. His uncle, the arch-
bishop of Myra (southeast of Turkey), ordained him and
upon his uncle’s death, Nicholas served as bishop until his
own death. Throughout he suffered imprisonment and per-
secution.

One legend involving St. Nicholas concerns a desperate
man on the verge of selling his daughters into slavery to
pay his debts. Nicholas secretly threw a bag of gold into an
open window (some say down the chimney) in the man’s
house to stop him.

Our present-day Santa Claus stems from the legends of St
Nicholas, but in the Church he is a saint, a confessor of the
faith, and a holy bishop. We can learn from his generosity
to the poor and imitate his acts of kindness to others

DEVELOP AN ADVENT FRAME OF MIND

The holiday season can seem more like
a test of endurance than preparation for
a celebration. In the midst of the sea-
sonal stress, we are asked to reach into
ourselves and bring out only what is
kind, generous and loving. It may help
to remember that the real reason for the
season is the celebration of unimagina-
ble Love.

Try to see with a Father’s eye. Our Heavenly Father de-
lights in our creation and loves us for exactly who we are.
During Advent, try to see yourself through His eyes. Not
the flawed human visible to humanity, but the spectacular
product of God’s divine love and the reflection of His Glo-

ry.

Prepare your gift. May your gift to Jesus be an open
heart, ready to receive the love He has for you. “For God
so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal

life” (John 3:16)

Dear Fr. Frank and Parishioners,

We’ve come to the close of another year together. There’s
no denying this a difficult year for all of us. Yet, we are so
glad that you remain a steadfast supporter of Perpetual Help
and of the children attending it. As the Christmas season
approaches, we find it’s a good time to try to call to mind
some of the blessings we’ve experienced this year, despite
its many trials and tribulations.

Knowing of your concern especially with the children of
the less fortunate, I take the liberty of appealing to you
again this year for some help on behalf of our children for
the upcoming holidays. As you know the needs for a
school like ours are many and the parents count on the edu-
cation that we offer to their children each day. A considera-
ble number of children are able to have a good early child-
hood education and our work is progressing as well due to
your generosity and consideration.

Again, this year we will be purchasing the Christmas gifts
for the children. Therefore, any kind of contribution will be
deeply appreciated. In return for your sensitivity to the
needs of our children and of the school we promise to pray
and have the children pray for the welfare of your family
and for the happiness of your lives.

Thank you for the attention that you give to this appeal.
We sincerely hope that you will be able to respond accord-
ing to your needs and wishes.

Asking for the choicest God’s blessing
I am gratefully yours.

Sincerely,
Sr. Romilda Borges, Director

Our address is
Perpetual Help Day Nursery
170 Broad Street
Newark, NJ 07104

R.C.IA.
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults

DA Are you interested in the Catholic Faith?
YK We will begin a new journey in faith to
share the richness of the Catholic Church
N and our parish family. We invite you to
0 learn what the Church teaches, and be in-
> troduced to some of our parish members.
These gatherings that will begin in September are for in-
quirers and are open to: People who are unbaptized; Bap-
tized Christians from other faith backgrounds; Adults who
are already baptized Catholic, but who need to prepare for
Confirmation and Holy Eucharist. For further information
please contact Christine Ferreri at christineferre-
ri79@gmail.com or through the parish office at (201) 327-
5663.




DECEMBER 12, 2021

Mazs Intentiong

SATURDAY, December 11, 2021
9:00 AM Alfredo N. Sanzari
5:00 PM Joseph Corso

SUNDAY, December 12, 2021
8:00 AM Mark Murray

10:00 AM Fred Behrends

11:30 AM Maria Mircovich
6:00 PM Liege John Payne

MONDAY, December 13, 2021
9:00 AM Peter Stanley

TUESDAY, December 14, 2021
6:30 AM Laura Femia
9:00 AM Frederick Behrends

WEDNESDAY, December 15, 2021
6:30 AM Nancy Lynch
9:00 AM John Cebak

THURSDAY, December 16, 2021
6:30 AM For the People of the Parish
9:00 AM For the Souls in Purgatory

FRIDAY, December 17, 2021
9:00 AM Edna Mills

SATURDAY, December 18, 2021
9:00 AM Christopher Dowicz
5:00 PM Michael Fitton

SUNDAY, December 19, 2021
8:00 AM Bill Jergensen
10:00 AM Patricia Clark
11:30 AM Ralph Pellecia
6:00 PM Bichie Richardson
(Living Intention)

++ N LOVING

REMEMBRANCE

The Sanctuary Lamp at the Blessed Sacrament will be light-
ed during the week of December 12 for John Surless as re-
quested by Margaret Minuto and Family.

The Altar Bread and Wine consecrated during the week of
December 12 is for Madaline Holahan requested by Carol
Lee & Herman Crowley.



