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Christmas celebrates the Incarnation, the “en-flesh-
ment” of God as a human person. In Jesus, God is bodily
present in the human story. Today we honor the Holy Fami-
ly, helping us to see that God is active in daily family life.
God is near at hand, amidst the tensions, joys, and uncer-
tainties of family life. As our Gospel passage describes,
even with family miscommunications and with limited un-
derstanding of Jesus’ mission, the Holy Family persevered
in their life together. Like many family conflicts, there was
no immediate or clear resolution of the issues raised by Je-
sus and by Mary. God’s intentions for the family, and for
Jesus, were still unfolding. They continued to stay connect-
ed with each other and with God. Within the turbulence of
family life, they trusted God to actively sustain and guide
them into an uncertain future. We are invited to follow their
example.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Stay safe,
Fr. Frank

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY PRAYS FOR:

Our Newly Baptized:
Joseph Nicholas Owen

Our sick and homebound:
Salvatore Averso
Daniel Castillo
Dawn Conguisti
Ada Fields
Meg Gallagher
Grace Gilbert
Bill Hamilton
Lauren Harpster Hines
Bob Kleinknecht
Joan Massotti
Bob Re
Nicole Trotta

THE KNIGHTS CORNER
The St. Gabriel's Knights of Columbus

council met on Saturday, November 20
KorC <& for the annual presentation of care
packages to the US Marine Corps. This
year's service was performed in
memory of our late Brother Knight,
Mark Murray, who personally oversaw

the activity for a long time. The
Knights packed 100 boxes of personal items requested by
the Marines that were donated by the Inserra family. At-
tendance at the Men's Mass sponsored by the Knights on
December 4 was the largest since its reinstatement post-
lockdown, returning to 2019 participation levels. We wel-
come all men of the parish to attend the next Men's Mass
and breakfast (January 29, 2022 at 8:00am) which will fo-
cus on Practical Action - putting our faith to work in the
community. The Knights thank the St. Gabriel's parishion-
ers for supporting our poinsettia and Christmas card sale.
More than half of the funds raised have been put to imme-
diate use, helping the Archdiocese of Owensboro, Ken-
tucky, which has been devastated by the recent tornadoes.
Your generosity has made a difference in the lives of many
affected Catholics by supporting their basic needs - a true
Christmas gift from our parish to theirs. If you are interest-
ed in joining the St. Gabriel's Knights of Columbus, please
send us an email at knights@stgabrielsr.org. A heartfelt
Thank You for your continued support of our Council and
all our activities. We wish you and all your loved ones a
blessed Christmas and a Happy, Healthy 2022.
John Haiduk
Grand Knight

HELP US TO STAY IN TOUCH WITH YOU

The parish uses a communication system called Flocknote
to send email and text messages to parishioners. If you
have not been receiving emails or texts from the parish and
would like to receive them, please call the parish office at
(201) 327-5663 to give your contact information.

R.C.IA.
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults

Are you interested in the Catholic Faith?
We will begin a new journey in faith to

4|5 share the richness of the Catholic Church
BN I and our parish family. We invite you to
E'% learn what the Church teaches, and be

introduced to some of our parish mem-
bers. These gatherings that will begin in September are for
inquirers and are open to: People who are unbaptized; Bap-
tized Christians from other faith backgrounds; Adults who
are already baptized Catholic, but who need to prepare for
Confirmation and Holy Eucharist. For further information
please contact Christine Ferreri at christineferre-
ri79@gmail.com or through the parish office at (201) 327-
5663.

COVID PROTOCOL

We received the following reminder from the Archdiocese
of Newark, that while masks are not required for fully vac-
cinated people, those not vaccinated must wear a mask in a
public gathering. We must do everything we can to ensure
the safety of all who come to worship at St. Gabriel’s. Let
us keep the safety of our neighbors in faith our preeminent
concern.




THE HoLy FAMmILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

%iif In Loving Memory

The following parishioners have made Christmas Flower
donations in memory of their loved ones.

Marilyn & John Weindler
In memory of Anna & John Weinder
Eleanor & Vincent Starace

Amy Ross
In memory of Sharon Kells

Cathleen Sutliff
In memory of Jim & Kevin Sutliff
The Jacoby, Lynch & Sutliff Families

Lisa C. Klatt
In memory of Louis Bianchi

Zatorski Family
In memory of Brian & Camie O’Rourke
John Zatorski
Molly Marie Pearson

Mary Ann McGovern
In memory of Charles & Kim McGovern

Kathleen Venidis
In memory of Nancy Burns

Barbara & Edward Norton
In memory of the Norton & Brennan Families

John & Mary Jane Tarabocchia
In memory of all our Families

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Scrimenti
In memory of Bob and Frances Scrimenti
Patrick & Angelina Massaro

Jim Malone
In memory of Robert J Malone
Sigrid Frawley

FINANCIAL REPORT

The amount of the collection for December 12 was
$12,655.88. The December 19 and Christmas collections will
be reported to you at a later date. Thank you for your gen-
erosity & God bless you and your family.

TOUGH TIMES?

Throughout history, God has proven his faithfulness and
care over and over again. He promises that He will help
you through whatever tough times you face. “God is faith-
ful and will not let you be tried beyond your strength; but
with the trial he will also provide a way out, so that you
may be able to bear it.” (1 Corinthians 10-13). Lean on
Him.

GOD IS LOVE
We call God “Creator,” “Savior”,
GOD “Father,” yet when we really want to un-
s derstand who He is, one word is enough.
LOVE™ God is Love

“Whoever is without love does not know
God, for God is love.” (1 John 4-8) Love is the very na-
ture and essence of God Himself. He doesn't just love, He
is love. In fact, that’s why He created us, so we can have a
share in that love.

We are not simply swept up in the good will God has to-
ward all his creations. He loves each of us as individuals
and that love is never-ending and unconditional. “Can a
mother forget her infant, be without tenderness for the
child of her womb? Even should she forget, 1 will never
forget you. See, upon the palms of my hands I have written
your name: (Isaiah 49:15-16). This is not necessarily be-
cause we are good; we can’t possibly earn the vast love He
has for us. But the good news is we can’t lose it either.

Because He loves us so much, He denies us nothing that
will draw us closer to him and to life in Heaven. “For God
so loved the world,” Jesus declared, “that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16)

BOX TOPS FOR ST. MICHAEL’S

St. Gabriel's continues to collect
Box Tops for St. Michael's
School in Newark. The Box Top
program is one of the nation’s
largest school fundraising loyalty
programs and has been helping
schools succeed since 1996. With over 250 participating
products, it’s an easy way for schools to earn cash for the
things they need. Each Box Tops coupon is worth 10¢ and
they add up fast! The coupons are on products we buy at
our local supermarkets everyday. St. Michael's will be able
to use the Box Tops cash to buy whatever they need most,
from books to supplies and other school programs. So
please look for these coupons on your groceries and start to
clip. There is a collection box display in the lobby of the
church. Thank you for your support of St. Michael's.

WHY DO CATHOLICS BELIEVE JESUS LIVED?

That Jesus lived in first century Israel is well documented
by both Christian sources and non-Christian sources. The
Old Testament, which was known to Jews many years be-
fore Christ’s birth, predicted the coming of the Messiah.
Jesus’ life, death, and Resurrection fulfilled those prophe-
cies. The Gospels name eyewitnesses as sources for the
miracles Jesus worked. Another compelling argument for
Jesus’ reality, however, is the witness of the martyrs
through the centuries who remained faithful to Christ even
to death.



DECEMBER 26, 2021

Mazs Intentiong

SATURDAY, December 25, 2021

8:00 AM For People of the Parish
10:00 AM For People of the Parish
11:00 AM For People of the Parish

Noon For People of the Parish

SUNDAY, December 26, 2021
8:00 AM Walter J. Pilipiak
10:00 AM Richard Stefanacci
11:30 AM William Deegan
6:00 PM Mary Higgins Clark

MONDAY, December 27, 2021
9:00 AM For the People of the Parish

TUESDAY, December 28, 2021

9:00 AM Angela McCarthy
WEDNESDAY, December 29, 2021
9:00 AM Kevin Dalton
THURSDAY, December 30, 2021
9:00 AM Richard Cancilla
FRIDAY, December 31, 2021
9:00 AM Regina Ciriello
5:00 PM Philip Ross, Jr.

SATURDAY, January 1, 2022

9:00 AM Dr. Peter Edmonds
5:00 PM Nunzio Guarnieri
SUNDAY, January 2, 2021

8:00 AM Helen Featherston
10:00 AM Rose Carozza
11:30 AM Patty Portanova

6:00 PM Joseph Smutelovic

.|:H~IN LOVING

REMEMBRANCE

The Sanctuary Lamp at the Blessed Sacrament will be light-
ed during the week of December 26 for Kevin Dalton re-
quested by family.

The Altar Bread and Wine consecrated during the week of
December 26 is for Theresa Marcel requested by Christine
Hauser.



