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In our celebration of the Epiphany, two interwoven
themes are present in the readings today. God is beginning
something new, and God gathers all of humanity to partici-
pate. For Isaiah, God’s bright light, manifested in the peo-
ple of Israel, attracts and summons people from many na-
tions to Jerusalem. In the letter to the Ephesians, God’s
grace makes the Gentiles co-heirs and co-partners in the
gospel. Matthew tells the story of the fulfillment of God’s
promises to Israel through the birth of Jesus, and simultane-
ously leading foreigners to share in these same promises.
With the birth of Jesus, God chose a particular people, in a
particular time and place, to enter most directly into the
human story. Today’s readings teach that God did this in
order to gather all people, all cultures, into unity with God.
Like the magi, we are drawn into a journey toward God,
becoming co-partners in God’s work.

Happy New Year!

Stay safe,
Fr. Frank

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY PRAYS FOR:

Our sick and homebound:
Salvatore Averso
Daniel Castillo
Dawn Conguisti
Ada Fields
Meg Gallagher
Grace Gilbert
Bill Hamilton
Lauren Harpster Hines
Bob Kleinknecht
Joan Massotti
Bob Re
Nicole Trotta

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION
TO GROW IN HOLINESS

All Christians are called to holiness. “Be perfect, as your
heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). There are three
tools on which every Catholic can rely to attain greater holi-
ness

Duaily prayer. God meets us in a very real and present way
when we come to him in prayer. Start in the morning and
pray throughout the day.

Weekly Mass. The Mass is a sacrifice and a meal. We re-
ceive Jesus’ body and blood as a real food for our souls. He
said, “For flesh is food indeed and my blood is drink in-
deed. He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in
me, and I in him” That’s why we call it “Communion.”

Monthly Confession. Jesus created the Sacrament of Pen-
ance and Reconciliation (Confession) because he knew we
would stray. He also knew we would want to come back.
Frequent participation in this Sacrament sharpens our sense
of sin, holds us accountable for our errors and gives us the
grace to keep trying for holiness.

HELP US TO STAY IN TOUCH WITH YOU

The parish uses a communication system called Flocknote
to send email and text messages to parishioners. If you
have not been receiving emails or texts from the parish and
would like to receive them, please call the parish office at
(201) 327-5663 to give your contact information.

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

Dear Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Most Holy
Sacrament of the Eucharist. I love you above all things, and I
desire to receive your Body and Blood. Since I cannot at this mo-
ment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. Stay close to me, Jesus, so that I may be close to all our
sisters and brothers, especially those who are most in need of
your loving care. Amen.

R.C.IA.
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults

Are you interested in the Catholic Faith? We will begin a
new journey in faith to share the richness of the Catholic

Church and our parish family. We invite

DA you to learn what the Church teaches,

= and be introduced to some of our parish

2N | K begin in September are for inquirers and
1/ are open to: People who are unbaptized;

i Baptized Christians from other faith

who need to prepare for Confirmation and Holy Eucharist.
For further information please contact Christine Ferreri at
christineferreri79@gmail.com or through the parish office

members. These gatherings that will
backgrounds; Adults who are already baptized Catholic, but
at (201) 327-5663.

COVID PROTOCOL

We received the following reminder from the Archdiocese
of Newark, that while masks are not required for fully vac-
cinated people, those not vaccinated must wear a mask in a
public gathering. We must do everything we can to ensure
the safety of all who come to worship at St. Gabriel’s. Let
us keep the safety of our neighbors in faith our preeminent
concern.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The amount of the collection for December 19 was
$14,630.88. The Christmas collection will be reported to you
at a later date. Thank you for your generosity & God bless
you and your family.




EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

%iif In Loving Memory

The following parishioners have made Christmas Flower
donations in memory of their loved ones.

Angela Scorese
In memory of Pat Scorese

The DiMauro Family
In memory of Dorothy & Ralph Sepulveda
Lucy & Sebastian DiMauro

The Smith Family
In memory of Catie Smith,
Jim DelBalzio,
Jeanne & Ernie Sutkowski

Aurora & Ken Kelly
In memory of the So & Kelly Families
Tony & Marguerite Riario

Anne & Michael Sullivan
In memory of Walsh, Quinn, & Sullivan Families

Edward W. Marron, Jr.
In memory of Darlene L. Marron
Joseph Corsco

O’Brien Family
In memory of Albert T. Connors
Marian & Paul O’Brien

Deborah & Cristien DeGroote
In memory of Dr. Robert DeGroote
Martha Evans

Margaret Minuto
In memory of Vincent Mascatello Family
Anthony Minuto Family

Kathleen Gallagher
In Memory of Breege Mc Caul

Hamilton Family
In memory of Joseph R. Letcher
James Hamilton
Anne Rooberg
James S. Hamilton

Barbara Clyne
In memory of Fleurlyse DiBecki
Kathleen Tokar

Marilyn Clark
In memory of Mary Higgins Clark
John Conheeney
Patricia Clark, Sharon Clark
Ashley Lanzara

%fg’z In Loving Memory

The following parishioners have made Christmas Flower
donations in memory of their loved ones.

Anna C. Mattessich
In memory of Bussanich & Mattessich Family

Jennifer Edelson
In memory of Jane & Peter Ball

V. Marino
In memory of Paulina & Raffaele Napolitano
Bartolo & Carmela Marino

Joni & David Sanzari
In memory of the Sanzari & Garafano Families

BOX TOPS FOR ST. MICHAEL’S

St. Gabriel's continues to collect Box Tops for St. Michael's
School in Newark. The Box Top program is one of the na-
tion’s largest school fundraising
loyalty programs and has been
o* TOPJ#) helping schools succeed since
1996. With over 250 participat-
ing products, it’s an easy way for
schools to earn cash for the
things they need. Each Box Tops coupon is worth 10¢ and
they add up fast! The coupons are on products we buy at
our local supermarkets everyday. St. Michael's will be able
to use the Box Tops cash to buy whatever they need most,
from books to supplies and other school programs. So
please look for these coupons on your groceries and start to
clip. There is a collection box display in the lobby of the
church. Thank you for your support of St. Michael's.
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THREE TIPS TO BOOST YOUR PRAYER

Prayer fuels our spiritual life but praying effectively can be
challenging. Even the saints had dry spells. Among these
was the mystic and Carmelite reformer, St. Teresa of Avila.
Try these suggestions from her to enliven your prayer:

Become aware of God’s presence. It may feel as if God is
distant, but he is so close. St. Teresa began by enjoying
God’s nearness. Know that He is with you and wants your
company.

Bring a good book. St. Teresa, who struggled with dryness
in prayer, kept a book with her. Scripture, Lives of the
Saints, or a book about the Faith can help us focus and
spark conversation with Him.

Be honest. 1t is said that St. Teresa once fell into the mud
and told God bluntly, “If this is how you treat your friends,
no wonder you have so few of them!” God wants you to
share all your experiences with Him - good and bad. En-
trust your cares to Him and “Do whatever he tells
you” (John 2:5)



JANUARY 2, 2022

Mazs Intentiong

SATURDAY, January 1, 2022

9:00 AM Dr. Peter Edmonds
5:00 PM Nunzio Guarnieri
SUNDAY, January 2, 2022

8:00 AM Helen Featherston
10:00 AM Rose Carozza
11:30 AM Patty Portanova

6:00 PM Joseph Smutelovic

MONDAY, January 3, 2022
9:00 AM Richard Stefanacci

TUESDAY, January 4, 2022

6:30 AM For the People of the Parish
9:00 AM Arthur Hills
WEDNESDAY, January 5, 2022
6:30 AM Robert Kolpin
9:00 AM Josephine Maher
THURSDAY, January 6, 2022
6:30 AM Suzanne Ruley
9:00 AM Richard Cancilla
FRIDAY, January 7, 2022
9:00 AM Alberto Sanchez
SATURDAY, January 8, 2022
9:00 AM Patricia Straut
5:00 PM Katherine Ferro
SUNDAY, January 9, 2022

8:00 AM Rayond Tese
10:00 AM Patricia Portanova
11:30 AM Frederick Behrends
6:00 PM Robert Kolpin

.|:H~IN LOVING

REMEMBRANCE

The Sanctuary Lamp at the Blessed Sacrament will be light-
ed during the week of January 2, 2022, for Peter Michael
MacDonald requested by the Bukosky Family.

The Altar Bread and Wine consecrated during the week of
January 2, 2022, for Peter Michael MacDonald requested
by the Bukosky Family.



