Scan below with your phone to St. Gabf T 6] f]l e Ar C]]c’lﬂg 6]

To sign up for FORMED ’
Catholic Church

88 EAST SADDLE RIVER ROAD
SADDLE RIVER, NJ 07458

(201) 327-5663 — (201) 327-7881
WWW.STGABRIELSR.ORG

r. EMAIL: OFFICE@STGABRIELSR.ORG

Like us on Facebook at Stgabrielsr

PARISH STAFF
Rev. Msgr. Frank G. Del Prete
Pastor, ext. 302

Rev. Martin Rooney
Weekend Assistant

Maureen Straut
Office Administrator, ext. 301

Luis Alfredo Lozano, Pastoral Assoc. | &'/
Christine Ferreri, Pastoral Assoc.
Dr. Melody Chen,Director of Music

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Amanda Perfetti, M.Ed, M.S.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION i
Please see Archdiocese of Newark ' me

website for information on Catholic
Schools at rcan.org.

MASSES:
Weekdays: 9:00 AM (including Saturday) — (Summer)
Monday and Friday: 9:00 AM
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: 6:30AM and 9:00 AM — (Winter)
Saturday Evening: 5:00 PM
Sundays: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 11:30 AM and 6:00PM (Sept. - May)
Holy Days: Please see bulletin for schedule

PENANCE:
Saturday: 4:00-5:00 PM. At the Parish anytime by appointment. Communal Celebration of Penance periodically
throughout the year.

BAPTISMS:
Our parish family rejoices in the birth of your children. To prepare for baptism, parents are expected to attend one prepara-
tion meeting. Please call the parish office for the schedule of preparation meetings and Baptism celebration.

MARRIAGES:
Our parish is honored to host your marriage celebration. In order to accomplish all of the necessary preparations, arrange-
ments should be made with one of the priests at least one year in advance. Pre-Cana and God's Plan for a Joy-Filled Mar-
riage classes can be arranged through the Family Life Office of the Archdiocese of Newark at www.rcan.org.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK:
For those of advanced age or seriously ill, Holy Communion will be brought to the home of any person permanently or tem-
porarily homebound. Please contact the parish office.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
Please register at the parish office. This is a wise way of acquiring a sense of belonging to our Parish Community.




SAINT GABRIEL THE ARCHANGEL

SADDLE RIVER

¥rom the Pastor

In today’s Gospel, we encounter a beautiful mo-
ment of joy and recognition as Mary visits her cousin Eliza-
beth. The meeting of these two women, both blessed by
God in miraculous ways, highlights the power of faith, hu-
mility, and trust in God’s promises. Elizabeth’s exclama-
tion, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb!” reveals her deep awareness of God’s
work unfolding before her.

This scene encourages us to reflect on the ways we
recognize God’s presence in our own lives. Just as Elizabeth
saw the hand of God in Mary’s journey, we too are invited to
notice and affirm the grace and blessings around us, even when
they come in unexpected way.

As we stand on the threshold of Christmas, let us em-
brace the spirit of Mary’s faithful “yes” and Elizabeth’s joyful
recognition. May we cultivate hearts open to God’s presence
and respond with joy and gratitude, ready to welcome the
Christ Child into our lives. Peace and stay safe.

Please join us for our Christmas celebrations!
Merry Christmas,
Fr. Frank

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY PRAYS FOR:

Our sick and homebound:
Salvatore Averso,
Daniel Castillo
Dawn Conguisti
Ada Fields
Meg Gallagher
Grace Gilbert
Bill Hamilton
Bob Kleinknecht
Joan Massotti,
George Parowski
Nicole Trotta

THE KNIGHTS CORNER

The Knights recently held our annual
Wine and Cheese Social. Once again,
Fr. Frank hosted us in the living quar-
ters of the Parish Center. Nearly 40
people were in attendance. A special
thank you to Alice Vlasak for her inval-
uable support with the planning and
coordination of the evening. All pro-
ceeds from the event were donated back
to the parish to be used to help fund the Men’s Advent Mini
-retreat.

The poinsettia sale resulted in close to $900 of rev-
enue thanks to the generous support of all parishioners who
enthusiastically purchased one of the plants. This money
will be used to aid the many local charities supported by the
Knights.

The December coffee social, sponsored by the
Knights, will be held after all Masses on Sunday, December
29th. This is a great opportunity to catch up with your fel-
low parishioners and meet new friends. We hope to see you
there.

A very Merry Christmas to the entire Saint Gabri-
el’s family. The Knights wish you great health, joy, and the
peace of the Christ child this Christmas and throughout the
new year. God Bless.

Did you know? “Silent Night” is considered the most pop-
ular Christmas carol ever. According to TIME, it is the
most recorded Christmas song since 1978, with 733 copy-
righted recordings and has been translated into over 100
languages. If you are interested in joining the St. Gabriel's
Knights of Columbus, contact a current member or send us
an email at knights@stgabrielsr.org.

(1. to r.) John Haiduk, Steve Zak, Stephen Zak, Tim Bigley and
Maria Zak enjoy some good food, wine and conversation at the
recent Knights of Columbus Wine and Cheese social

GROW WITH GOD

A relationship between two people is most satisfying when
it is dynamic and growing but that takes effort and care.
Our relationship with God is no different. Spending time
with God and making Him a daily part of your life will
help your relationship with Him grow and deepen.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The amount of the collection for December 8 was
$15,216.50. Thank you for your generosity & God bless
you and your families.



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

HONOR THE SPIRIT OF ST. NICHOLAS

St. Nicholas is one icon of the holiday season that has
meaning in both the secular and spiritual celebrations of
Christmas. We know that St. Nicholas was born at the end
of the third century in Asia Minor. His parents died when
he was young and left him well off. His uncle, the arch-
bishop of Myra (southeast of Turkey), ordained him and
upon his uncle’s death, Nicholas served as bishop until his
own death. Throughout he suffered imprisonment and per-
secution.

One legend involving St. Nicholas concerns a desperate
man on the verge of selling his daughters into slavery to
pay his debts. Nicholas secretly threw a bag of gold into an
open window (some say down the chimney) in the man’s
house to stop him.

Our present-day Santa Claus stems from the legends of St
Nicholas, but in the Church he is a saint, a confessor of the
faith, and a holy bishop. We can learn from his generosity
to the poor and imitate his acts of kindness to others

% In Loving Memory

The following parishioners have made Christmas Flower
donations in memory of their loved ones.

Patricia DiBetta
In memory of Jimmy DiBetta & James DiBetta

David Dickey
In memory of Helen & George Dickey

Greg Boyajian
In memory of Ivan Tarabokia, Maria Tarabokia,
Ron Boyajian

Pat & Edward Marron
In memory of Michael Fitton

Jack Warner
In memory of Anne Warner

Jay & Betty Ann Bouton
In memory of Moravek & Bouton Families
Thomas Palk

Domenick & Aimee Santucci
In memory of Robert Santucci

Holton & Anita Fiorino
Catherine & Jimmy Damate, Lucille & John Fiorino

Mr. & Mrs. Grisoni
In memory of Caliard’s & Grisoni’s

Joseph J. Felice
In memory of Josephine Felice

|l

Brother Knights Mark Sterancsak and John Deegan seem pleased
with the quality of the wine offered at the Knight's Wine and
Cheese social

DEVELOP AN ADVENT FRAME OF MIND

The holiday season can seem more like a test of endurance
than preparation for a celebration. In the midst of the sea-
sonal stress, we are asked to reach into ourselves and bring
out only what is kind, generous and loving. It may help to
remember that the real reason for the season is the celebra-
tion of unimaginable Love.

Try to see with a Father’s eye. Our Heavenly Father de-
lights in our creation and loves us for exactly who we are.
During Advent, try to see yourself through His eyes. Not
the flawed human visible to humanity, but the spectacular
product of God’s divine love and the reflection of His Glo-

ry.

Prepare your gift. May your gift to Jesus be an open
heart, ready to receive the love He has for you. “For God
so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life” (John 3:16). Anticipating an eternity of unimaginable
love is absolutely the right Advent frame of mind.

ENCOUNTER CHRIST THIS CHRISTMAS

God came to us in the most vulnerable human form possible
so that He could draw us to Himself for all eternity. This
Christmas, answer His call and come close to Him:

In song: Listen to and ponder the words of your favorite
Christmas hymns. Imagine the reality of heavens filled
with angels and faraway kings answering the call to pay
Him homage.

In service: The newborn Jesus is the physical sign of God’s
love for us. When we give our time and resources in His
service, we become an instrument of that love. Share His
love in your parish, in your neighborhood, in your commu-
nity.



DECEMBER 22, 2024

Mags Intentions

SATURDAY, December 21, 2024
9:00 AM Angela Del Prete
5:00 PM Eileen Davis

SUNDAY, December 22, 2024
8:00 AM  Bill Jergensen
10:00 AM  William P. Deegan
11:30 AM  Richard Stefanacci
6:00 PM  Martin Seddon

MONDAY, December 23, 2024
9:00 AM Angela McCarthy

TUESDAY, December 24, 2024
4:00 PM People of the Parish
6:00 PM People of the Parish
10:00 PM  People of the Parish

WEDNESDAY, December 25, 2024
8:00 AM People of the Parish
10:00 AM  People of the Parish
11:30 AM  People of the Parish

THURSDAY, December 26, 2024
9:00 AM Joseph Cooper

FRIDAY, December 27, 2024
9:00 AM Judy Howath

SATURDAY, December 28, 2024
9:00 AM William A. MacDonald
5:00 PM Claudia Thorning

SUNDAY, December 29, 2024
8:00 AM  Philomena Piro Adam
10:00 AM  Bert Creighton
11:30 AM  Richard Cancilla

6:00 PM  People of the Parish

..|:H-IN LOVING

REMEMBRANCE

The Altar Bread and Wine consecrated during the
week of December 22 is for Bill Jergensen as request-
ed by Doris Jergensen.



FREE Pest
Control Service

Call John, Kapture Pest
Control, at 201-630-8000,
mention that you’re a
parishioner to get your
first pest control service
free w/ any 12-mo plan
($229 value).
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Melody
Zima

Re/Max Hall of Fame
Distinguished Sales Club
35+ Years Experience
CIPS

Broker Give Melody
Associate a Jingle!
201-825-6600x315

RE/MAX Cell: 201-788-4347

PROPERTIES
SADDLE RIVER melodyzima@gmail.com

A Final Resting Place of Rustic Beauty

845-359-0172 | www.rocklandcemetery.org
info@rocklandcemetery.org
201 Kings Highway, Sparkill, NY 10976

WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES
BE YOURSELF.
BRING YOUR PASSION.
WORK WITH PURPOSE.

#Give _IT“-eMissions

GI¥INGTUESDAY

December 3rd
2024

tpms.igivecatholic.org

ROOFING - CHIMNEYS
MASONRY *« GUTTERS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

A

EXPERT CHIMNEY & ROOFING

i  $11000FF i 20%OFF |
| Any New Roof Replacement’ | it/ cions |

Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900
Bonded & Insured — 20 Years | Seruing AU of New Jercey

732-520-9554 | www.expertchimneyroofing.com

(@ st 6abriel, Saddle River, NJ 03-0374
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BECKER FUNERAL ;I-I(-)M-Ei‘“"-
219 KINDERKAMACK ROAD ﬁ ~
WESTWOOD, NJ #

A BETTER CAR AND LIMO SERVICE
AIRPORTS « CITY :
LOCAL MARINO’S

Tim O'Reilly « Peter O'Reilly

CHAUFFEURS NEEDED Heating & A/IC
WORK WITH US

www.Becker- funeralhome com

MARTIN O. SEITZ JENNIFER TAPIA THOMAS G. POLITO
MANAGER ADVANCED PLANNING DIRECTOR DIRECTOR
NJ LIC. NO. 3889 NJ LIC. NO. 4821 NJ LIC. NO. 4268

Service & Installations
SUPPORT Serving Bergen

& Passaic Counties
Bonded and Insured

AMAZING CLEAN!
OF TH E LI N E By LuiSa | CLEANING LADY

Crwner Cperates Come wth Cver 19 Taars Camfuned [ sperence

] We do Quality Work...

Parishioner
Custom Homes, Additions & Interior gﬁﬁggpﬁ Surfaces N ;/lmce.nt 't(la”?o‘t
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms, 5} Lo AT B J Plumbing Lic:# 10459
Generators *1ibop A S Chears Lo Office: (973) 772-3223
as ng: \
Dining Area, Bathrooms & (201) 612-8142

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

. GOLDEN
Robert Mattessich 201.916.6565 A YEARS
Parishioner A5 CLEANNG SUpPLES. " AGENOY LLC

201-493-9340 e P wHome Care Servioss

Meal Preparation

topofthelinecontracting.com m - Ambulatory Assistance - Bathing
g 2 L Dressing/Grooming

NJ Contractor License # 13VH00695000 "‘% - e | 2 B Running Errands

NJ Builders License # 038797 S iy ¢ , Light Housekeeping

CALL 908-801-9083
www.goldenyearhca.com

Mercedes-Benz
of Paramus

755 Route 17 S, Paramus, NJ
201-597-7100

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
@D CROSSCOUNTRY @ Place Your Ad Here

MORTGAGE"™ ) OR and Support Our Parish!

ADVERZ{I&E&S@

+r0 000 rferjanic@4LPi.com
. 5000 (800) 477-4574 x1885

Natalie McNaught

Senior Loan Officer

;Z;:s;i:u:;rzyeMortgage LLC Sebastian Construction, L.L.C. WELI_ DONE A
; o CONTRACTING ‘
Mobile 201-638-0003 (201 ) 934-4055 HOME IMPROVEMENTS -
natalie.mcnaught@ccm.com GENERAL REPAIRS
NMLS #403879 -Landscape Construcfclon Guaranteed Quality at the Lowest Price
- Concrete Construction BATHROOMS « KITCHENS  TILE

- Paving CARPENTRY * WINDOWS * DOORS
. Pavers & MUCH MORE
14 Commerce Drive . FREE ESTIMATES - 201-747-3619

» Mason Contracting

We Install Generators and
- Retaining Wall Systems

Suite 400, Cranford, NJ 07016
Provide Service!

® Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com St. Gabriel, Saddle River, NJ 03-0374



