
 
    Scan below with your phone to  
         To sign up for FORMED 

MASSES: 

      Weekdays: 9:00 AM (including Saturday) — (Summer) 

Monday and Friday: 9:00 AM  

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: 6:30AM and 9:00 AM — (Winter) 

Saturday Evening: 5:00 PM 

Sundays: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 11:30 AM and 6:00PM (Sept. - May) 

Holy Days: Please see bulletin for schedule 
 

PENANCE: 

Saturday: 4:00-5:00 PM. At the Parish anytime by appointment. Communal Celebration of Penance periodically  

throughout the year. 
 

BAPTISMS: 

Our parish family rejoices in the birth of your children.  To prepare for baptism, parents are expected to attend one prepara-

tion meeting.   Please call the parish office for the schedule of preparation meetings and Baptism celebration. 
 

MARRIAGES: 

Our parish is honored to host your marriage celebration.  In order to accomplish all of the necessary preparations, arrange-

ments should be made with one of the priests at least one year in advance.  Pre-Cana and God's Plan for a Joy-Filled  

Marriage classes can be arranged through the Family Life Office of the Archdiocese of Newark at www.rcan.org. 
 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK: 

For those of advanced age or seriously ill, Holy Communion will be brought to the home of any person permanently or  

temporarily homebound. Please contact the parish office. 
 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP: 

We warmly invite you to register at the parish office. It's a wonderful way to foster a sense of belonging  
within our Parish Community. 

PARISH STAFF 

 

Rev. Frank J. Fano  

 Administrator, ext. 302 
 

 

 

 

Maureen Straut 

Office Administrator, ext. 301 
 

Luis Alfredo Lozano, Pastoral Assoc. 

Frances Ferraro, Pastoral Assoc. 

Dr. Melody Chen,Director of Music 

 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Amanda Perfetti, M.Ed, M.S.  

 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION 

Please see Archdiocese of Newark 

website for information on Catholic 

Schools at rcan.org. 

 

St. Gabriel the Archangel  

Catholic Church 
88 EAST SADDLE RIVER ROAD 

SADDLE RIVER, NJ  07458 

(201) 327-5663 — (201) 327-7881  

WWW.STGABRIELSR.ORG 

EMAIL: OFFICE@STGABRIELSR.ORG 



Saint Gabriel the Archangel  Saddle River 

 

FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR 
 

Friends, 
  

I usually write these bulletin articles on Sunday evenings – my 
deadline is Monday afternoon – and because the weekend is still 
fresh, I find myself reflecting on what we just experienced togeth-
er. 
  
After preaching three Masses this weekend – my fourth with you 
– I’m still searching for the right words to describe what I’m feel-
ing. All beautiful things, by the way. 
  
Maybe it’s the intimacy of this church. As gorgeous as Mount 
Carmel is, it is huge – almost a mini-cathedral! Preach-
ing here feels different…closer, warmer. Or maybe I’m just still 
in the honeymoon phase, still shocked at where the Holy Spirit 
has plopped me. But I do believe something is stirring in the soul 
of this community. 
  
This past weekend’s Gospel brought us back to something so 
essential – something that, if we don’t let it sink in, we’ll miss 
everything else that follows. Namely: 
 
God is a Father – a Parent – who is crazy about his kids. 
There is nothing you or I could ever do to make God love us less. 
Nothing. Nothing. 
 
If we don’t start there – if we cling to the image of a cruel, ever-
demanding, karmic God – then all the rest of theology [moral, 
systematic, or otherwise] will go right over our heads. We’ll start 
basing our salvation on how much we know, how well we follow 
the rules, or how afraid we are of messing up. And in the process, 
we’ll miss what St. Paul calls the "freedom of the children of 
God." [Romans 8: 21] 
  
That’s why this message cuts to the heart. Maybe that's why we're 
feeling what we're feeling. Because it’s the Gospel! It's Good 
News! It’s the truth Jesus came to reveal! 
 
And don’t we want others to experience this truth? 
  
It’s so essential, and yet, rarely preached. Rarely heard. But that 
won’t be the case at St. Gabriel. 
 
So, here’s our homework: start thinking about someone in your 
life who might need to hear this Good News. I’m not asking you 
to do anything about it yet. Just…think. 
 
I have a hunch that one reason they don’t come to church [in gen-
eral, anywhere] is because they expect meaningless preaching – 
or worse, a message that sounds like: BELIEVE [Agree to doc-
trine] + BEHAVE [Clean up your act] = BELONG [Then you’re 
accepted]. 
 
NOPE! NOT HERE! 
At St. Gabriel, we flip that on its head: 
 
BELONG – You are loved here. 
BELIEVE – Discover Christ with us. 
BECOME – Be transformed by God. 
  
We strive to be that community. 
  

(Continued in next column) 
 

Presiders’ Schedule for 8/9 and 8/10 
 

5:00pm - Fr. Frank 
 8:00am - Fr. Frank 
10:00am - Fr. Frank 

                 11:30am - Fr. Anthony Palombo  
                                                   [Priest Secretary to the Cardinal]  

Presiders’ Schedule for 8/2 and 8/3 
 

5:00pm - Guest or Fr. Frank 
8:00am - Fr. Frank 

10:00am - Fr. Frank 
11:30am - Fr. Frank 

(continued) 
The Gospel Lesson for Today: What Really Matters? 

  

We live in a world that tells us to build. Build your brand. Build 
your savings. Build your following. Upgrade your phone, your 
house, your lifestyle. Build bigger! 
 
But in this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus tells a story about a man who 
built bigger, stockpiled his success, and planned to kick back and 
enjoy it all. The guy had it made. But God calls him a fool! "You 
fool!" Why? 
 
Not because he was rich. There's nothing wrong with success. 
Not because he planned ahead. That's good, too. But because he 
built a life of isolation. He built big walls around him! A life that 
looked full on the outside but was hollow at the core – chasing 
more in the hope that more will finally satisfy. But what if it nev-
er does? What if we’re so focused on building our own version 
of “success” that we miss the stuff that really lasts, that really 
matters? 
 
Today, let’s talk about what truly matters. Not in theory. Not in 
some abstract, “churchy” way. But right here, in our real lives. 
  
You weren’t meant to be alone. You weren’t made for the tread-
mill. You were made for community. You were made for the 
stuff that matters! 
 
Until next week…friends, know you are loved. 
    Fr. Frank 



Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY PRAYS FOR: 
 

Our sick and homebound: 
 

Salvatore Averso 
Daniel Castillo 
Dawn Conguisti 

Ada Fields 
Jim Fitzpatrick 
Meg Gallagher  
Grace Gilbert 
Bill Hamilton 

Bob Kleinknecht  
Joan Massotti  
Marco Minuto  

George Parowski 
Patrick Scheid Scorese  

Nicole Trotta 
Marilyn Wolf 

THE KNIGHTS CORNER 
 

Saint Gabriel’s Knights of Columbus 
Council 11889 has received the distinction 
of Star Council, the international organiza-
tion’s top award for local councils. The 
Star Council Award recognizes overall 
excellence in the areas of membership, 
sponsorship of faith formation programs 
and service-oriented activities, among 
many other things. The Knights share this 

award with the entire Saint Gabriel’s family.  Without your con-
stant and faithful support, we could not have achieved this great 
honor.  Our council was the only one in our district to earn the 
Star Council Award, and one of only ten in the Archdiocese of 
Newark to do so.  Certainly, a great accomplishment.  Thank 
you to all the brother Knights and to the entire parish. 
 
While our council is on summer hiatus, it is a good time to high-
light some of the Knights of Columbus programs that are taking 
place around the country and the rest of the world. 
 
Ever committed to protecting the most vulnerable in society, the 
Order’s support for older Ukrainians has extended across the 
country since the full-scale war began in 2022. Knights have pro-
vided assistance with home care, medical services, transportation 
and more to older adults, and a recent grant from the Supreme 
Council helped a shelter for older adults in Rakulove to remain 
open, despite severe financial challenges.  
 
Did you know?  This year, the Transfiguration of Jesus is cele-
brated on Wednesday, August 6.  This event is when Jesus is 
transfigured and becomes radiant in glory upon a mountain.  With 
remarkable agreement, all three Synoptic Gospels tell the story of 
the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-9; Luke 9:28-36). 
 
If you are interested in joining the St. Gabriel's Knights of Co-
lumbus, contact a current member or send us an email at 
knights@stgabrielsr.org. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
The amount of the collection for July 27 was $11,124.96. Thank 
you for your generosity & God bless you and your families.   

PLEASE FOLLOW US ON 
 

INSTAGRAM at stgabrielch and  
FACEBOOK at St. Gabriel the Archangel  

FOR UPDATES AND REMINDERS.  

Please pick up a prayer card with the name and picture of each 
young man who was ordained to the transitional diaconate and 
pray for them.  A basket with the cards will be in the gathering 
space of the church. 

Are you or someone you know planning a Baptism at St Gabri-
el's?  Please contact Frances Ferraro at fferraro@stgabrielsr.org 
to make arrangements.  Kindly note, prospectively, Baptisms will 
be celebrated ONCE PER MONTH at 12pm on Saturdays OR 
1pm on Sundays.  (Of course, this excludes Baptism dates which 
were already secured.) 

mailto:knights@stgabrielsr.org


August 3, 2025 

 
 

SATURDAY, August 2, 2025 
 9:00 AM Josephine Felice 

 5:00 PM Elizabeth Zangara  
 

SUNDAY, August 3, 2025 
  8:00 AM John Halliwell  
 10:00 AM Dorothy Stanley 
 11:30 AM Robert Mattessich  
 

MONDAY, August 4, 2025 
 9:00 AM  Holy Souls & Special Intentions  
 

TUESDAY, August 5, 2025 
 9:00 AM  People of the Parish  

 
 WEDNESDAY, August 6, 2025 

 9:00 AM  Robert Mattessich  
 

THURSDAY, August 7, 2025 
 9:00 AM  Eleanor Walsh  
      (Living Intention) 

 
FRIDAY, August 8, 2025 

 9:00 AM Howard Walsh 
       (Living Intention) 
 

SATURDAY, August 9, 2025 
 9:00 AM Tara Hamilton & Family     
    (Living Intention) 

 

 5:00 PM Katherine Ferro  
 

SUNDAY, August 10, 2025 
  8:00 AM John Stanley  
 10:00 AM William P. Deegan 
 11:30 AM Mary Fadell  
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Sanctuary Lamp at the Blessed Sacrament and the 
Altar Bread and Wine consecrated during the week are 
available as memorials for loved ones.  To arrange, 
please contact the parish office at (201) 327-5663. 


