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Catholic Church

88 EAST SADDLE RIVER ROAD
SADDLE RIVER, NJ 07458
(201) 327-5663 — (201) 327-7881
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EMAIL: OFFICE@STGABRIELSR.ORG

PARISH STAFF

Rev. Frank J. Fano
Administrator, ext. 302

Maureen Straut
Office Administrator, ext. 301

Luis Alfredo Lozano, Pastoral Assoc.
Frances Ferraro, Pastoral Assoc.
Dr. Melody Chen,Director of Music

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Amanda Perfetti, M.Ed, M.S.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION -
Please see Archdiocese of Newark |, | 'kwwg
website for information on Catholic Ao anmank bl S
Schools at rcan.org.

MASSES:
Weekdays: 9:00 AM (including Saturday) — (Summer)
Monday and Friday: 9:00 AM
I uesaay, Wednesday and Thursday: 6:30AM and 9:00 AM — (Winter)
Saturday Evening: 5:00 PM
Sundays: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 11:30 AM and 6:00PM (Sept. - May)
Holy Days: Please see bulletin for schedule

PENANCE:
Saturday: 4:00-5:00 PM. At the Parish anytime by appointment. Communal Celebration of Penance periodically
throughout the year.

BAPTISMS:
Our parish family rejoices in the birth of your children. To prepare for baptism, parents are expected to attend one prepara-
tion meeting. Please call the parish office for the schedule of preparation meetings and Baptism celebration.

MARRIAGES:
Our parish is honored to host your marriage celebration. In order to accomplish all of the necessary preparations, arrange-
ments should be made with one of the priests at least one year in advance. Pre-Cana and God's Plan for a Joy-Filled
Marriage classes can be arranged through the Family Life Office of the Archdiocese of Newark at www.rcan.org.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK:
For those of advanced age or seriously ill, Holy Communion will be brought to the home of any person permanently or
temporarily homebound. Please contact the parish office.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:

We warmly invite you to register at the parish office. It's a wonderful way to foster a sense of belonging
within our Parish Community.




SAINT GABRIEL THE ARCHANGEL

SADDLE RIVER

FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR

Friends,

Another amazing weekend with you. I’ve officially passed the
one-month mark. Can I stay for two?!? It was especially great to
see teens, younger couples, and families joining us. I'm also start-
ing to hear more of the stories of this parish — I even flipped
through our 50th Anniversary book [thank you Herman!] and saw
some familiar faces that somehow haven’t aged! Let’s keep build-
ing on the beautiful past and present we have here at Saint Gabri-
el.

Last week, I ended my column with that little formula we’re try-
ing to flip:

BELIEVE [Agree to doctrine] + BEHAVE [Clean up your act] =
BELONG [Then you’re accepted]. O Lord, help us...

But at St. Gabriel, I think #4is one makes more sense:

BELONG - You are loved here.
BELIEVE — Discover Christ with us.
BECOME - Be transformed by God.

Triple B. BBB! [You like that?!? J]

After our primary mission — the one Jesus left us in his last will
and testament: “Go and make disciples” — 1 think these Three B’s
sound like a vision statement to build on that mission, that could
sound something like: “To be a home for the found and the lost, a
light for the searching, and a family for the whole and the broken
— where everyone belongs, discovers Christ, and becomes fully
alive in him.” For the convinced and the unconvinced. For the
engaged and the disengaged.

But here’s what I’ve been thinking about all week...maybe you
have, too, especially since us Church folk are probably the ones
most likely reading this: some of us already do feel like we be-
long. We’ve found our place here. I’'m finding mine! Some of us
have had real/ moments of belief — we've encountered Christ in
prayer, in the sacraments, in each other. But here’s the thing: I
never want to convince myself that I’ve “fully discovered” Christ.
He’s too BIG. There’s always more. He still has so much to re-
veal to me!

But... are we still becoming? Am I still being changed by the
Gospel, by Christ himself? Or have I settled in? Am I just going
through the motions, doing what “good Catholics” do, without
letting the love and truth of Jesus actually challenge me, stretch
me, transform me?

That’s the danger — at least for me — of being a “church per-
son.” I can start to think the message is just for someone else. For
the newcomer. For the guy who hasn’t been to Mass in 20 years.
But it’s also for me. For you. We’re never done discovering.
We’re never done becoming.

That’s my prayer for this parish: that none of us — myself includ-
ed — will be content with having “made it.” That we’ll keep desir-
ing: "Lord, you have something more to show me." Oh, and he
does!

Let’s be that kind of church. A community where everyone be-
longs. Where belief is deepening, and where becoming never
stops.

To be continued. Perhaps in the coming weeks, I’d love to flesh
out more of what the Three B’s could look like strategically, prac-
tically, to put some meat on those bones!

Continued in next column

Continued from previous column

Formed

Friends, did you know our parish offers a Catholic “Netflix”
called Formed? The QR Code is on the front cover of this bulle-
tin. Formed is like a "Catholic Netflix," a streaming platform
from the Augustine Institute with content for all ages: movies,
Bible studies, e-books, audio talks, and daily reflections. It’s ac-
cessible on any device and is a great tool for growing in personal
faith and family discipleship — anywhere, anytime.

I asked Frances Ferraro, our Pastoral Assistant, to look into how
often it’s used. Out of 1,209 families in our parish, there were
roughly 250 logins last year. That’s decent, but it’s not free.
There’s a real cost [and it’s not nickels and dimes!] that the parish
covers so all of us can access it without charge.

To those who use and benefit from it: remember, head knowledge
of the faith is never a substitute for personal relationship with
Christ and his community. Jesus said: “Where two or three are
gathered in my name, I am there among them.” The knowledge
of Jesus doesn't save. Relationship with him always assures us of
salvation. And we find that mostly in community. Jesus was all
about community.

One question I’m asking myself [and no decision has been made]:
would those funds be better used to help us gather in person more
often — materials and food for small group faith sharing, fellow-
ship...just simply a chance to be a little less anonymous? Food
for thought.

And finally....The Solemnity of the Assumption

This Friday is the Solemnity of the Assumption — when Mary was
taken, body and soul, into heaven. We’ll celebrate two Masses:
9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. — so that those who work still have the
opportunity to celebrate the Eucharist.

This feast is only really about one thing: God did something
amazing. The Resurrection of Jesus conquered death, and Mary
was the first to experience its fillness. And the best part? It points
to what will one day happen to us. When that day comes [and no
one knows when], our bodies — yes, this one! — will be reunited
with our souls. [Now, can I get a taller one? With a nice hairline?
Nah...I’'m okay with what I’ve got.] But seriously, it means
something — that this vessel we walk around in is holy. Chris-
tians don’t hate the body or see it as evil. Jesus had one, just like
you. And you? Your body? It’s holy. A temple. A tabernacle of
Christ.

Friends, know you are loved.
Fr. Frank

Presiders’ Schedule for 8/9 and 8/10

5:00pm - Fr. Frank
8:00am - Fr. Frank
10:00am - Fr. Frank
11:30am - Fr. Anthony Palombo
[Priest Secretary to the Cardinal]

Presiders’ Schedule for 8/16 and 8/17

5 p.m. - Fr. Frank
8 a.m. - Fr. Charlie Pinyan
10 a.m. - Fr. Frank
11:30 a.m. - Fr. Frank




NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

THE KNIGHTS CORNER

Save the date!! The first Saint Gabriel’s
Knights of Columbus council meeting of the
new Columbian year is scheduled for Mon-
day, Sept. 8th, starting with a social gather-
ing at 6:30pm, followed by our business
meeting at 7:00pm. The installation of our
new slate of officers will take place during
the meeting. We encourage all Brother
Knights to attend, especially those we have-
n’t seen in a while. Let’s kick off the new season with an enthu-
siastic showing.

While our council is on summer hiatus, it is a good time to high-
light some of the Knights of Columbus programs that are taking
place around the country and the rest of the world.

Recognizing the need to bring more young men into active partic-
ipation in the life of the Church, Our Lady of Hope Council 8086
in Port Orange, Florida, launched Infinity Knights, an initiative
that invites young men to join the Knights and take an active role
in their parish community. These young men build lasting bonds
with Knight mentors, each other, and their community, while
deepening their faith through service and prayer.

Did vou know? August 15th is the Solemnity of the Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a significant Catholic feast day
commemorating when Mary was assumed, body and soul, into
heavenly glory at the end of her life. It's a Holy Day of Obliga-
tion for Catholics. The Knights of Columbus have a strong de-
votion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, frequently honoring her
through prayer, rosary initiatives, and Marian consecrations. We
emphasize her role as the Mother of God and seek her interces-
sion as a guide and protector.

If you are interested in joining the St. Gabriel's Knights of Co-
lumbus, contact a current member or send us an email at
knights@stgabrielsr.org.

SAINT ABRIELS

saddle river, nj

CALLING ALL

g:am“

Catechists are needed for the 2025/2026

school year!

High Schools students are invited to join
our ministry. We offer a flexible schedule,
training, encouraging and supportive work

environment.

BAPTISM NEWS! We are delighted to wel-

} " come an increasing number of babies and chil-
f'-"‘"" dren through the Sacrament of Baptism! The

church of St Gabriel the Archangel is alive and
growing!

. -"-*i!r
- - ’
We are truly grateful for the opportunity to

include new families into parish life. However, it has presented
some challenges. To be transparent, the demand for private bap-
tisms has become overwhelming and has placed a burden on
weekend scheduling.

This growth presents some challenges for us. Starting in January
2026 we will no longer schedule private baptisms. During the
COVID years, private baptisms were a necessity, but that is no
longer the case. Parents desiring a private baptism must reach out
to Fr Frank directly and have a pressing need. Of course, there
are always pastoral exceptions and without question, if the health
of an unbaptized child is ever in question, we will quickly re-
spond.

Please contact Frances Ferraro, Pastoral Associate at 201-788-
4902 or you can reach her via email at fferraro@stgabrielsr.org to
schedule a Baptism. Remember, first time parents are required to
attend a Baptismal Preparation class.

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY PRAYS FOR:
Our sick and homebound:

Salvatore Averso, Daniel Castillo
Dawn Conguisti, Ada Fields

Jim Fitzpatrick, Meg Gallagher,
Grace Gilbert, Bill Hamilton

Bob Kleinknecht, Joan Massotti,

Marco Minuto, George Parowski

Patrick Scheid Scorese, Nicole Trotta
Marilyn Wolf

Please pray for our

transitional Deacons!

David Andrade
Alan de Almeida Barreto
Jorge Humberto Diaz Jr.

Konrad Kosiek

Michael Oasheim

Please pick up a prayer
card with the name and
picture of each young man
who was ordained to the
transitional diaconate and
pray for them. A basket
with the cards will be in
the gathering space of the

Ricardo Padilla church.
Jose Eduardo Sanchez
Jose Miguel Serafini-Careaga
FINANCIAL REPORT

The amount of the collection for August 3 was $14,195.96.
Thank you for your generosity & God bless you and your
families.




Avcusr 10, 2025

Mags  Intentions

SATURDAY, August 9, 2025
9:00 AM Tara Hamilton & Family
(Living Intention)

5:00 PM Katherine Ferro

SUNDAY, August 10, 2025
8:00 AM John Stanley
10:00 AM William P. Deegan
11:30 AM Mary Fadell

MONDAY, August 11, 2025
9:00 AM Eugene McCarthy

TUESDAY, August 12, 2025
9:00 AM Vera Terminiello

WEDNESDAY, August 13, 2025
9:00 AM Ram Prasad Srivastav.

THURSDAY, August 14, 2025
9:00 AM John & Maria Mattessich

FRIDAY, August 15, 2025
9:00 AM Katy Stanley
7:00 PM People of the Parish

SATURDAY, August 16, 2025
9:00 AM People of the Parish
5:00 PM Emilio & Tiffani Alonso

SUNDAY, August 17, 2025
8:00 AM Fedele Marinaccio
10:00 AM Fred Mariani
11:30 AM Yannic Vixamar Ciceron

..|:l-‘f-1N LOVING

REMEMBRANCE

The Sanctuary Lamp at the Blessed Sacrament and the
Altar Bread and Wine consecrated during the week are
available as memorials for loved ones. To arrange,
please contact the parish office at (201) 327-5663.



Melody
Zima

Re/Max Hall of Fame
Distinguished Sales Club
.‘f 35+ Years Experience
CIPS

Broker Give Melody
Associate a Jingle!
201-825-6600x315

RE/MAX Cell: 201-788-4347

PROPERTIES
SADDLE RIVER melodyzima@gmail.com

“/’r\]L ROCKLAND

CEMETERY
A Final Resting Placc of Ruu.hc Beauty
845-359-0172 | www.rocklandcemetery.org

info@rocklandcemetery.org
201 Kings Highway, Sparkill, NY 10976

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Erica Johnson

ejohnson@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x6810

ROOFING * CHIMNEYS * GUTTERS
MASONRY - SIDEWALKS & STEPS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

EXPERT CHIMNEY
& ROOFING

Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900
Bonded & Insured - 20 Years

Senving AU of New Jersey
732-520-9554

www.expertchimneyroofing.com

(@ st 6abriel, Saddle River, NJ 03-0374



OF THE LINE

Custom Homes, Additions & Interior
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms,
Generators

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

201-493-9340

topofthelinecontracting.com

NJ Contractor License # 13VH00695000
NJ Builders License # 038797

BECKER FUNERAL HOME,

219 KINDERKAMACK ROAD i

WESTWOOD, NJ

MANAGER
NJ LIC. NO. 3889

201-664-0202 (Dieniry) 8

MARTIN O. SEITZ

JENNIFER TAPIA THOMAS G. POLITO

ADVANCED PLANNING DIRECTOR DIRECTOR
NJ LIC. NO. 4821 NJ LIC. NO. 4268

.Becker funeralhome. com

-
-
S

GOLDEN
YEARS
HOMECARE
AGENCY LLC

Personalized and Affordable
In-Home Care Services
Meal Preparation
Ambulatory Assistance - Bathing
Dressing/Grooming
Running Errands
Light Housekeeping
CALL 908-801-9083
www.goldenyearhca.com

- Landscape Construction

Sebastian Construction, L.L.C.

Framaay. W 07846

(201) 934-4055

- Concrete Construction
- Paving
- Pavers
- Mason Contracting
- Retaining Wall Systems

MARINO’S

PLUMBING, INC.
Heating & A/IC
Service & Installations
Serving Bergen
& Passaic Counties
Bonded and Insured
Parishioner
Vincent Marino
NJ Plumbing Lic.# 10459
Office: (973) 772-3223
(201) 612-8142

CROSSCOUNTRY
MORTGAGE"

Natalie McNaught

Senior Loan Officer
CrossCountry Mortgage LLC
732-242-4936

Mobile 201-638-0003

natalie.mcnaught@ccm.com
NMLS #403879

14 Commerce Drive
Suite 400, Cranford, NJ 07016

SUPPORT
OUR
PARISH

N

catholicmatch’
New Jersey

CatholicMatch.com/NJ

Mercedes-Benz
of Paramus

755 Route 17 S, Paramus, NJ
201-597-7100

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT

ORGANIZATION NEED 1[. ouR com

A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging,
ad-supported

print and digital
newsletters to reach
your community.

Visit Ipicommunities.com

= NEWSLETT

©
=

Eve
sScan to -

contact us!

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

® Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com

St. Gabriel, Saddle River, NJ

03-0374



