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Catholic Church

88 EAST SADDLE RIVER ROAD
SADDLE RIVER, NJ 07458
(201) 327-5663 — (201) 327-7881
WWW.STGABRIELSR.ORG
EMAIL: OFFICE@STGABRIELSR.ORG

PARISH STAFF

Rev. Frank J. Fano
Administrator, ext. 302

Maureen Straut
Office Administrator, ext. 301

Luis Alfredo Lozano, Pastoral Assoc.
Frances Ferraro, Pastoral Assoc.
Dr. Melody Chen,Director of Music

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Amanda Perfetti, M.Ed, M.S.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION -
Please see Archdiocese of Newark |, | 'kwwg
website for information on Catholic Ao anmank bl S
Schools at rcan.org.

MASSES:
Weekdays: 9:00 AM (including Saturday) — (Summer)
Monday and Friday: 9:00 AM
I uesaay, Wednesday and Thursday: 6:30AM and 9:00 AM — (Winter)
Saturday Evening: 5:00 PM
Sundays: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 11:30 AM and 6:00PM (Sept. - May)
Holy Days: Please see bulletin for schedule

PENANCE:
Saturday: 4:00-5:00 PM. At the Parish anytime by appointment. Communal Celebration of Penance periodically
throughout the year.

BAPTISMS:
Our parish family rejoices in the birth of your children. To prepare for baptism, parents are expected to attend one prepara-
tion meeting. Please call the parish office for the schedule of preparation meetings and Baptism celebration.

MARRIAGES:
Our parish is honored to host your marriage celebration. In order to accomplish all of the necessary preparations, arrange-
ments should be made with one of the priests at least one year in advance. Pre-Cana and God's Plan for a Joy-Filled
Marriage classes can be arranged through the Family Life Office of the Archdiocese of Newark at www.rcan.org.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK:
For those of advanced age or seriously ill, Holy Communion will be brought to the home of any person permanently or
temporarily homebound. Please contact the parish office.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:

We warmly invite you to register at the parish office. It's a wonderful way to foster a sense of belonging
within our Parish Community.




SAINT GABRIEL THE ARCHANGEL

SADDLE RIVER

FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR

Friends! I want to continue from last week on the Three

B's: Belong [You are loved here], Believe [Discover

Christ with us], Become [Be transformed by God]. So, for this

week, let's just take the first B...BELONG. You Are Loved Here.

And I should add — you are ALREADY loved here. And if you're

new — before we even meet you, know your name, or anything

about you — you're already loved, here. And for all of us: before
we even begin to talking about loving God and others, we have to
start here: we are already loved by God. Yep. You already got it.

You belong to him.

e "In this is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved
us...we love because he first loved us."” [1 John 4: 10a, 19]
When we know, really know and experience that God loves us, it

changes everything:

e [t frees us from this crazy lie that we have to perform for his
approval, his love.

e [t frees us from the crazy lie that we've earned it.

e We experience a freedom, not fear, in living out our faith like
we never had before — “For you did not receive a spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a Spirit of
adoption, through which we cry, ‘Abba, Father!’” [Romans
8:15].

e And it changes how we view the outsider.
This is why belonging matters so much! If people feel like they
have to “qualify” before they’re welcomed,
they’ll never experience the fullness of God’s love. But if people
are met with belonging, being seen, welcomed, and
loved: that opens the door to Believing, and then
to Becoming who God created them to be.

At St. Gabriel’s, BELONG — You are already loved here —
means that our job isn’t to fix people: it’s to bring out the love
God which has already been poured out on them. And when we
start there, there's a greater opportunity for people to respond, to
go deeper in their own love of God over time — all from a spark of
our welcome towards people and putting action behind the state-
ment: YOU BELONG HERE. YOU ARE ALREADY LOVED
HERE!

Sounds good, right? Here's a gut check: not everyone hears that
message. | want to share these points with you — some, personal
observations; some, studies and commentators. But try picturing
yourself as an outsider, a newbie, at any given church communi-
ty. Say, you're new to the area, or have a vague connection to the
place, but either way...

Insider Language

Acronyms without explanation. Assuming everyone knows the
"code." Comments like, Oh, if they were here all the time, and not
just as a CAPE Catholic [Christmas, Ash Wed., Palm
Sun., Easter!] they'd know!"” Words like “members, parishioners
only...” Church jargon can leave people feeling like outsiders in a
private club. For many of the unchurched/disengaged, being in a
church feels like stepping into a place where they don’t know the
rules or feel watched.

Judgment or Hypocrisy [Barna Group Study]
Here's the general theme: churches are perceived as judgmental or
hypocritical. Among Millennials who don’t attend, many de-
scribed Christians as judgmental [87%], hypocritical [85%], or
insensitive [70%] even if it’s unspoken or unintentional. We have
to reverse this somehow!

Continued in next column

Continued from previous column

Past Hurtful Experiences [Carey Nieuwhof]

Some avoid churches because of negative experiences with
church people, merited or unmerited, but it’s less about theology
and more about relational wounds. One eye-opening fig-
ure: 80% of practicing Christians have a positive view of the
church, but only 21% of non-Christians do. That’s a massive
perception gap. I'll also add the scandals that have rocked people's
lives. We've lost trust.

Feeling ‘Out of Place’

In my church experience, the disengaged don’t stick around, or
even walk in, because they feel they don’t fit: differences in
worldview, class, family situation, theology, politics, or even age!
Sometimes it’s fueled [not here, never!] by incessant homilies or
comments obsessed with below-the-belt issues or veiled politics —
delivered with the smug satisfaction of, “I gave 'em the TRUTH!
ERRR!” Always geared toward “the heathen.” Never for them-
selves! Nope, they're the saved. Friends, truth takes conversa-
tions. Long ones. Loving ones. Not in 12 minute "truth-doses"
called "bad homilies."

Invitation

A Barna poll points out that 82% of people would be willing to
attend church if invited by a friend. Personal invitation STILL
carries amazing weight! I always put it this way...I
have no problem speaking about my favorite restaurants: "you
have to try this place out. You just HAVE to." When was the last
time I spoke about my church this way? And if not, how come?
What is it about a particular church community, worship experi-
ence, I'd be embarrassed with if 1 actually DID invite some-
one? But the good news is that we don't give anyone this kind
of nonsense at St. Gabriel's. It's a safe place to bring anyone!

Friends, these are just some truths of what it means to BELONG.

I hope this begins to ferment — working its way into how we

think, speak, and act, building on our current warmth, and we can

start asking together: what does this actually look like
in OUR community? Could it mean...

e to offer a smile to someone unfamiliar that says “I'm glad
you're here! ”?

e to imagine a Greeters Ministry — or go bigger: to imagine a
hosted welcome kiosk in the vestibule, with materials of how
to go deeper in faith with us? What next steps could they
take? [Actually, what are "Next Steps?" Something else to
discuss down the road...]

o that the hospitality/fellowship we occasional have after
Mass always includes the intentional invitation towards
newcomers or those on the fence?

e to encourage parishioners to talk to at least one person they
don’t know each weekend?

e a QR Code that visitors can use so we personally can reach
out to them?

e that we invite, invite, invite, take a risk and ask friends, fami-
ly, coworkers, and neighbors to join us?

Belonging isn’t a program! It’s a culture!

More next week on our next B...

Mark Your Calendars
Sunday, August 31. We are honored to welcome Bishop Michael
Saporito at the 10 a.m. Mass!

Continued on next page




TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Continued from page 1

September 27/28. The Feast of Archangels Michael, GABRIEL,
and Raphael! [Transferred from the 29" to the nearest Sun-
day] Tt's our Parish Feast Day, and we want to make it big and
exciting, almost like a welcome back weekend after the summer
and getting back into our routines. Fellowship after each
Mass [don't know about 6 p.m. Sun. Eve yet]. Plan to stay a bit
after Mass and share in the joy!

And finally, Congratulations, St. Gabriel’s! We have been
awarded the Scripture Initiative Parish Scholarship Award from
the Archdiocesan Office for Lifelong Formation — $400 to help
us continue growing in our love for the Word of God.

Thanks for listening. This was a long one. I'm sorry.

Friends, know you are loved.

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY PRAYS FOR:
Our sick and homebound:

Salvatore Averso, Daniel Castillo
Dawn Conguisti, Ada Fields

Jim Fitzpatrick, Meg Gallagher,
Grace Gilbert, Bill Hamilton

Bob Kleinknecht, Joan Massotti,

Marco Minuto, George Parowski

Patrick Scheid Scorese, Nicole Trotta
Marilyn Wolf

Our recently deceased who have entered Eternal Life:
Vincenzia Roos
Judy Goldhersz
Albert Vallese

Fr. Frank
SAINT @AQHEL’S

BACK TO SCHOOL!

We are a'iec'irlwq back packs and scheol

supplies for these in need

\ @,

All donations benefit:

The Center for Foed Action
Please place your donations in the cry room
P b4 Y

The Gabriel Giving Project: For the month of August, St Gabri-
el's will be collecting (through the weekend of August 23/24),
school supplies for those families in need. The following is a list
of the items requested: Back packs (new), insulated lunch bags,
pencils, pens, crayons, colored pencils, highlighters, 2-pocket
folders, marble composition notebooks, spiral notebooks, rulers,
looseleaf paper, glue sticks, erasers, pencil pouches and post it
notes. Thank you and may God continue to bless you for your
generosity.

Presiders’ Schedule for 8/16 and 8/17

5 p.m. - Fr. Frank
8 a.m. - Fr. Charlie Pinyan
10 a.m. - Fr. Frank
11:30 a.m. - Fr. Frank

Presiders’ Schedule for 8/23 and 8/24

5 p.m. - Fr. Anthony Palombo
8 a.m. - Fr. Frank
10 a.m. - Fr. Frank
11:30 a.m. - Fr. Frank

FINANCIAL REPORT
The amount of the collection for August 10 was $14,195.96.
Thank you for your generosity & God bless you and your fami-
lies.

THE KNIGHTS CORNER

As the Saint Gabriel’s Knights begin to gear up
for the upcoming year, following what we pray
) was a great summer for all, we wanted to make
you aware of all the exciting things we have
planned. Once again, we will be holding sev-
eral plant sales fundraisers, starting with our
mum sale in September. Also, we will have
the return of the very successful 50/50 raffle and, of course, no
year would be complete without our most popular fundraiser, the
candy sale. New this year will be a parish community blood
drive in October which will be followed in November by our
annual care package event for Marines serving overseas. And
to feed our spirits and souls, we will continue to host the monthly
men’s Mass, two parish Rosary weeks (in October and May), the
Saint Joseph’s Day prayer service, and a Lenten mini retreat
for men in February. Lastly, no year would be complete without
our monthly coffee socials that so many of you look forward to.
The people of Saint Gabriels have a long tradition of supporting
the Knights and we are so grateful to all of our fellow parishion-
ers. Your support allows us to help so many in our local commu-
nity and beyond. It’s going to be a great year!!

While our council is on summer hiatus, it is a good time to high-
light some of the Knights of Columbus programs that are taking
place around the country and the rest of the world. Since 2003,
George Washington University Council 13242 in Washington,
D.C., has been a beacon of Catholic brotherhood and service on
campus. From leading pro-life initiatives to walking with fellow
students exploring the Catholic faith, these young men live out
their faith through action. Amid a culture that often challenges
their values, the Knights remain steadfast — growing stronger in
conviction and community throughout their college years.

Did you know? Senior Citizens Day is observed on August
21st to commemorate the elderly and appreciate them for being
the pillars of our community. We often seek wisdom and guid-
ance from older people and learn valuable lessons from their life
experiences. Senior citizens are known for their generosity and
willingness to assist us in times of need. That's why we dedicate a
day to celebrate and honor them.

If you are interested in joining the St. Gabriel's Knights of Co-
lumbus, contact a current member or send us an email at
knights@stgabrielsr.org.




Aveusrt 17, 2025

Mags  Intentions

SATURDAY, August 16, 2025
9:00 AM People of the Parish
5:00 PM Emilio & Tiffani Alonso

SUNDAY, August 17, 2025
8:00 AM Fedele Marinaccio
10:00 AM  Fred Mariani
11:30 AM  Yannic Vixamar Ciceron

MONDAY, August 18, 2025
9:00 AM Richard V. Cancilla

TUESDAY, August 19, 2025
9:00 AM Sr. Monica Kevin

WEDNESDAY, August 20, 2025
9:00 AM For the People of the Parish

THURSDAY, August 21, 2025
9:00 AM Yvonne Ibrahim

FRIDAY, August 22, 2025
9:00 AM Pat Scorese

SATURDAY, August 23, 2025
9:00 AM Edward Stuhr, Jr.
5:00 PM Justine Post

SUNDAY, August 24, 2025
8:00 AM Rosemarie Cutter
10:00 AM  Jim Sutliff
11:30 AM  Richard Stefanacci

.|:l-‘f-lN LOVING

REMEMBRANCE

The Altar Bread and Wine consecrated during the week of
August 17 is for Angelo & Adelina Miele requested by the
Miele and Zanedis Family.



Melody
Zima

Re/Max Hall of Fame
Distinguished Sales Club
.‘f 35+ Years Experience
CIPS

Broker Give Melody
Associate a Jingle!
201-825-6600x315

RE/MAX Cell: 201-788-4347

PROPERTIES
SADDLE RIVER melodyzima@gmail.com

“/’r\]L ROCKLAND

CEMETERY
A Final Resting Placc of Ruu.hc Beauty
845-359-0172 | www.rocklandcemetery.org

info@rocklandcemetery.org
201 Kings Highway, Sparkill, NY 10976

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Erica Johnson

ejohnson@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x6810

ROOFING * CHIMNEYS * GUTTERS
MASONRY - SIDEWALKS & STEPS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

EXPERT CHIMNEY
& ROOFING

Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900
Bonded & Insured - 20 Years

Senving AU of New Jersey
732-520-9554

www.expertchimneyroofing.com

(@ st 6abriel, Saddle River, NJ 03-0374



OF THE LINE

Custom Homes, Additions & Interior
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms,
Generators

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

201-493-9340

topofthelinecontracting.com

NJ Contractor License # 13VH00695000
NJ Builders License # 038797

BECKER FUNERAL HOME,

219 KINDERKAMACK ROAD i

WESTWOOD, NJ

MANAGER
NJ LIC. NO. 3889

201-664-0202 (Dieniry) 8

MARTIN O. SEITZ

JENNIFER TAPIA THOMAS G. POLITO

ADVANCED PLANNING DIRECTOR DIRECTOR
NJ LIC. NO. 4821 NJ LIC. NO. 4268

.Becker funeralhome. com

-
-
S

GOLDEN
YEARS
HOMECARE
AGENCY LLC

Personalized and Affordable
In-Home Care Services
Meal Preparation
Ambulatory Assistance - Bathing
Dressing/Grooming
Running Errands
Light Housekeeping
CALL 908-801-9083
www.goldenyearhca.com

- Landscape Construction

Sebastian Construction, L.L.C.

Framaay. W 07846

(201) 934-4055

- Concrete Construction
- Paving
- Pavers
- Mason Contracting
- Retaining Wall Systems

MARINO’S

PLUMBING, INC.
Heating & A/IC
Service & Installations
Serving Bergen
& Passaic Counties
Bonded and Insured
Parishioner
Vincent Marino
NJ Plumbing Lic.# 10459
Office: (973) 772-3223
(201) 612-8142

CROSSCOUNTRY
MORTGAGE"

Natalie McNaught

Senior Loan Officer
CrossCountry Mortgage LLC
732-242-4936

Mobile 201-638-0003

natalie.mcnaught@ccm.com
NMLS #403879

14 Commerce Drive
Suite 400, Cranford, NJ 07016

SUPPORT
OUR
PARISH

N

catholicmatch’
New Jersey

CatholicMatch.com/NJ

Mercedes-Benz
of Paramus

755 Route 17 S, Paramus, NJ
201-597-7100

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT

ORGANIZATION NEED 1[. ouR com

A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging,
ad-supported

print and digital
newsletters to reach
your community.

Visit Ipicommunities.com

= NEWSLETT

©
=

Eve
sScan to -

contact us!

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

® Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574  www.4lpi.com

St. Gabriel, Saddle River, NJ

03-0374



