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PARISH STAFF

Rev. Frank J. Fano
Administrator, ext. 302
Email: ffano@stgabrielsr.org

Maureen Straut
Office Administrator, ext. 301

Frances Ferraro, Pastoral Assoc. &' #
Dr. Melody Chen,Director of Music | ¥

Erin MacArthur-Leal,
Director of Communications
erin.stgabes@gmail.com

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Amanda Perfetti, M.Ed, M.S.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION
Please see Archdiocese of Newark
website for information on Catholic
Schools at rcan.org. —

Weekdays: 9:00 AM (including Saturday) — (Summer)
Monday and Friday: 9:00 AM
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday: 6:30AM and 9:00 AM — (Winter)
Saturday Evening: 5:00 PM
Sundays: 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 11:30 AM and 6:00PM (Sept. - May)
Holy Days: Please see bulletin for schedule

PENANCE:
Saturday: 4:00-5:00 PM. At the Parish anytime by appointment. Communal Celebration of Penance periodically
throughout the year.

BAPTISMS:
Our parish family rejoices in the birth of your children. To prepare for baptism, parents are expected to attend one prepara-
tion meeting. Please call the parish office for the schedule of preparation meetings and Baptism celebration.

MARRIAGES:
Our parish is honored to host your marriage celebration. In order to accomplish all of the necessary preparations, arrange-
ments should be made with one of the priests at least one year in advance. Pre-Cana and God's Plan for a Joy-Filled
Marriage classes can be arranged through the Family Life Office of the Archdiocese of Newark at www.rcan.org.

MINISTRY TO THE SICK:
For those of advanced age or seriously ill, Holy Communion will be brought to the home of any person permanently or
temporarily homebound. Please contact the parish office.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
We warmly invite you to register at the parish office. It's a wonderful way to foster a sense of belonging
within our Parish Community.




SAINT GABRIEL THE ARCHANGEL

SADDLE RIVER

FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR

Gratitude & Looking Ahead

I'm still reliving last weekend when we celebrated the Feast of
Saint Gabriel as a community together. It was a joy to meet you
after Mass. I met so many new people, families, and some famil-
iar faces that didn't have a name until last weekend. I'll probably
forget some of them, though. I'm admittedly terrible with remem-
bering names. So please keep reminding me!

I want to thank the Knights of Columbus and the Social Club for
setting up the space and offering hospitality for us. The joy was
real. I can’t help but look ahead. Wouldn’t it be great if next year
if we organized a Block Party, or Parish Picnic after an outdoor
Mass, somewhere locally...etc.? Just Imagining. Speaking of
imagining...what about:

IMAGINE AMAZING!

At Mass last weekend, you heard my invitation to “Imagine
Amazing.” First, here's some encouragement: don't stop imagin-
ing amazing about your own life! But, let's also imagine amazing
for our parish. It's tempting to stall, to stop imagining. We get
complacent. We can fall into maintenance mode. Let's be inspired
by Gabriel. Angels mouth the mission. People move in mission!
When Gabriel shows up, something amazing is about to happen.
Let me rephrase that: when "Gabriel" [US!] shows up, something
amazing is about to happen! [Get it?]

Friends, I just want to take the rest of this article speaking about
some future happenings.

We Are His Witnesses. Friends, we can’t ignore it: the Church is
not the same as it was 50, 40...10! years ago. Mass attendance is
down, fewer priests are being ordained, and ministries are strug-
gling to stay alive. That’s the reality.

This is why the Archdiocese launched We Are His Witnesses
(WAHW). 1t’s not a program. It’s a call to change, to rethink how
we “do church,” in terms of its structures and to strengthen our
missionary impact in North NJ, embracing our only real mission:
making disciples of Jesus Christ.

If we want the church to thrive, if we want it to be alive with
faith, worship, and service for future generations, then this pro-
cess can't be optional: it’s necessary. The Holy Spirit is calling us
to take an honest look at where we are in the areas of sharing the
Gospel, our outreach, our care for people, and our long-term sus-
tainability, with a hopeful look at where God is leading us.

As I mentioned, every parish [regardless of size and financial
status] in the Archdiocese will be asked to form a relationship
with a nearby parish. There are no plans as to what parish[es] that
[they] may be. But it's simply to further our mission as a Church
and to give greater witness to the power of Christ in our area.

The Goal?

We don't want to just survive, but thrive as missionary par-
ishes.

The hope is to share resources and free up energy for evange-
lization, instead of just maintenance.

It’s about giving a more united witness to the Gospel across
the Archdiocese.
There are some suggested models that the Archdiocese will float,
but nothing is etched in stone. No decisions have been made.

Continued in next column

Continued from previous column

That's why they want input from all parishioners in every parish
to give feedback on those models and other possibilities that we
might see that they do not yet see.

That’s why I’m inviting every parishioner to join one of the
WAHW Parish Listening Sessions:
: Monday, October 13, 6 - 8pm [Kavin Center, behind the
church]; OR

Wednesday, October 15, 6 - 8pm [Kavin Center]
Your voice and your presence matters. Together we can imagine
what St. Gabriel’s can become. Please make every effort to at-
tend.
Box of Joy. A young parishioner, a high-schooler Anna, and her
friend, Lucia, approached me with an idea for our Gabriel Giving
Projects. It's called Box of Joy, a program run by Cross Catholic
Outreach. From October 12 through 26, we’ll be collecting small
gifts for children who might otherwise go without this Christmas.
A simple shoebox becomes a message of love and hope! Anna
and Lucia will be speaking at all our Masses next week to invite
us to participate.

Blood Drive. Saturday, October 11" from 9am — 3pm in the Par-
ish Center. One donation can save three lives. That’s pretty amaz-
ing! Check your email from our parish or see the QR code in this
bulletin to sign-up for an appointment.

Growing Communications. We’re excited to welcome Erin
MacArthur Leal to our parish team! Erin will be helping us take
our communications to the next level — refreshing our website,
exploring future livestream options, and growing our presence on
social media.

Speaking of social media, make sure you’re following us on In-
stagram [(@stgabrielsr] and Facebook [St. Gabriel the Archangel].
We post regularly and want to be as creative as possible in getting
the Good News out there.

And here’s the thing: when you like or share one of our posts,
you’re not just clicking a button — you’re helping more people see
it. Social media runs on an algorithm [a formula that decides
what shows up in people’s feeds]. The more likes and shares a
post gets, the more the algorithm says, “People care about this.
Show it to more people!”

So, when you like and share, you’re helping St. Gabriel’s mes-
sage reach beyond our regular followers: to friends, neighbors,
and even people who may have never stepped inside our church
but live in our area.

Rosary Month. October is the month of the Rosary. Join us in
church each evening from Monday, October 20" to Thursday the
23" at 7pm. Together we’ll lift our prayers to heaven and ask
Mary our Mother to intercede to Christ for our parish and our
personal needs.

The Archangel Choir. On Sunday, October 19" at the 11:30am
Mass, our Archangel Choir will lead us in song. We're always
looking for new “angels” to join. Last year? 1 child. This year?
10! We can't wait to hear them!

Social Club Luncheon. Join us for our next Social Club Lunch-
eon on Thursday, October 16th at 1:00pm. Cost is $25 per person

Continued in next column




TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

BYOB. Please RSVP to Patti Ross (201-310-9660) by Friday,
October 10™. More details can be found on the flyers at the
church entrances. There’s rumors that a barbershop quartet will
perform...!

And finally...

Today, we welcome the Several Sources Foundation to speak at
the end of each Mass. For over 40 years, this Catholic ministry
has been a refuge for mothers in crisis and their babies. Several
Sources operates shelters for pregnant women, provides 24-hour
crisis hotlines, and offers practical help like food, clothing, medi-
cal care, and ongoing support so women don’t have to choose
between poverty and their child’s life. Their team will share more
about their mission and how we, as a parish, can stand with them
in prayer, action, and generosity.

Friends, you BELONG. You are loved. Let’s BE-
LIEVE together. Discover Christ together. Let’s allow God to
transform us. Let’s BECOME.

Know you are loved, always.

Fr. Frank

Presiders’ Schedule for 10/4 and 10/5
5 p.m. - Fr. Frank
8 a.m. - Fr. Frank
10 a.m. - Fr. Frank or Guest
11:30 a.m. - Fr. Frank
6:00 pm - Fr. Frank

Presiders’ Schedule for 10/11 and 10/12

5 p.m. - Fr. Frank

8 a.m. - Fr. Anthony
10 a.m. - Fr. Frank
11:30 a.m. - Fr. Frank
6:00 pm - Fr. Frank

BLOOD DRIVE ANNOUNCEMENT

The Knight’s of Columbus will be hosting our 1%Annu-
al Community Blood Drive! We invite you and your family
members and friends to give the gift of life by donating blood at
our upcoming event!
Date: October 11, 2025 - Time: 9am — 3pm
Location: St Gabriel’s Kavin Center, 88 East Saddle River Rd,
Saddle River, NJ 07458

Appointments are encouraged. Use the following link to make an
appointment in advance: https://donate.nybc.org/donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/332659. All donors will receive snacks and drinks.
Please bring a photo ID and eat a healthy meal before donating.
Join us in making a difference! For more information, please

contact Frank Weihenig frankstgabes@gmail.com

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY PRAYS FOR:
Our sick and homebound:

Salvatore Averso, Daniel Castillo, Dawn Conguisti,
Patricia Deegan, Ada Fields, Meg Gallagher,
Grace Gilbert, Bill Hamilton, Bob Kleinknecht,
Joan Massotti, Marco Minuto,

Patrick Scheid Scorese,

Nicole Trotta, Marilyn Wolf

THE KNIGHTS CORNER

The Saint Gabriels Knights of Columbus
would like to welcome our newest member, Geoff
N Lichy We encourage all Brother Knights to mark
their calendars for the 10:00am Mass on October
12" This Mass will honor the Saint Gabriel’s
council, and we will receive a special blessing.
Please make every effort to attend the 10:00am that weekend.

The next Saint Gabriel’s Knights of Columbus council
meeting is scheduled for Monday, Oct. 13th, starting with a so-
cial gathering at 6:30pm, followed by our business meeting at
7:00pm. The installation of our new slate of officers, rescheduled
from the last meeting, will take place during the meeting. The
officers have made a commitment to do their best to end each
business meeting by 8:00pm. We encourage all Brother Knights
to attend, especially those we haven’t seen in a while.

Did you know? The Church dedicates the entire month
of October to the Holy Rosary to encourage people to pray the
Rosary daily for peace. The Rosary is a scriptural prayer that hon-
ors Mary and contemplates the mysteries of Jesus Christ. It is
considered a summary of the Gospel and Christian life, and is
said to nurture faith, hope, charity, and other virtues.

If you are interested in joining the St. Gabriel's Knights
of Columbus, contact a current member or send us an email at
knights@stgabrielsr.org.

WE ARE HIS WITNESSES
PARISH LISTENING SESSIONS

Cardinal Tobin and Fr. Frank invite
all of you to participate in a parish
(X listening session for We Are His Wit-
TP nesses [WAHW]

Here, we will learn more about the
WAHW initiative and our planning
area and will see multiple draft model
options to consider.

WE ARE HIS
WITNESSES

There will be small group discussion and facilitated large group
feedback.

We are encouraged to review the planning area information and
draft models in preparation for attending our parish session.
They are available at www.WeAreHisWitnesses.org.

Please try your best to register for the session you plan to attend,
so we can prepare for you! Use the QR code below or use this
link:https://www.catholicleaders.org/archdiocese-newark-
parishsessionregistration

When you reach the page, select “Northwest Bergen Planning
Area A.”

Enter your name, phone number, and email.
For the parish, choose “Saint Gabriel (Saddle River)” as the loca-
tion where you’ll attend a session.

Choose only one session to participate:
* Monday, October 13, 2025 from 6pm - 8pm E
[Kavin Center]
* Wednesday, October 15, 2025 from 6pm -
8pm [Kavin Center] -

[=]



OCTOBER 35, 2025

Mags  Intentions

SATURDAY, October 4, 2025
9:00 AM Zbigniew (Ziggy) Golko; r/b Carol Anne
5:00 PM Anthony Calianese; r/b O’Connor Family

SUNDAY, October 5, 2025
8:00 AM Jimmy DiBetta & James DiBetta;
r/b Patricia DiBetta

10:00 AM Robert Mattessich; r/b the Zatorski Family
11:30 AM Henry J. Barrett; r/b Marie Barrett

6:00 PM Jorge P. Rodriquez; r/b the Cohn Family&
the O’Keefe Family
MONDAY, October 6, 2025
9:00 AM Gordon Howath; r/b Margaret & Mario

Minuto & Family

TUESDAY, October 7, 2025

6:30 AM People of the Parish
9:00 AM Robert Mattessich; r/b Dominic & Grace
Piccini

WEDNESDAY, October 8, 2025

6:30 AM People of the Parish

9:00 AM Robert Mattessich; /b Lina Mattessich
THURSDAY, October 9, 2025

6:30 AM People of the Parish

9:00 AM Gordon Howath; r/b Chela

FRIDAY, October 10, 2025
9:00 A Philip Ross, Jr.; r/b Patti Ross

SATURDAY, October 11, 2025

9:00 AM John Surless; r/b Chela
5:00 PM Emilio & Tiffani Alonso; r/b Donna
Alonso
SUNDAY, October 12, 2025
8:00 AM Evelyn Marron; t/b Ed Marron

10:00 AM William P. Deegan: r/b Nancy Deegan
11:30 AM Ferdinand Barras; 1/b Jane & Paul Ibarrola
6:00 PM Robert Wilson; r/b O’Connor Family

SANCTUARY LAMP

The Sanctuary Lamp at the Blessed Sacrament will be light-
ed during the week of October 5 for Jimmy Di Bet-
ta requested by Patricia Di Betta

Re/Max Hall of Fame
Distinguished Sales Club
= 35+ Years Experience
- clPs

Broker Give Melody
Associate a Jingle!

201-825-6600x315
B‘E‘:ﬂ s E)S( Cell: 201-788-4347

Er  melodyzimaggmailcom

CEMETERY

A Final Resting Place of Rustic Beauty
845-359-0172 | www.rocklandcemetery.org
info@rocklandcemetery.org
201 Kings Highway, Sparkill, NY 10976

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Erica Johnson

ejohnson@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x6810

ROOFING * CHIMNEYS - GUTTERS
MASONRY - SIDEWALKS & STEPS

We Find & Fix Leaks!
'/==\

EXPERT CHIMNEY
& ROOFING

Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900
Bonded & Insured — 20 Years

FINANCIAL REPORT
The amount of the collection for September 28 was $12,612.25.
Thank you for your generosity & God bless you and your fami-
lies.

Senving AU of New Jencey
732-520-9554

www.expertchimneyroofing.com

@) st abriel, Saddle River, N) 03-0374




IQE OF THE LINE

We do Qualdy Work...

BECKER FUNERAL H@ME_
219 KINDERKAMACK ROAD i
WESTWOOD, NJ ‘

y
Custom Homes, Additions & Interior — PLLI}III\'IOI‘EIII\T(? ISNC
pww:Becker-funeralhome.comy
RemOde“ng’ Kitchens & Bathrooms’ MARTIN O. SEITZ JENNIFER TAPIA THOMAS G. POLITO H t & A/C
Genel‘ators I;IANAGER ADVANCED PLANNING DIRECTOR DIRECTOR ea |ng
J LIC. NO. 3889 NJ LIC. NO. 4821 NJ LIC. NO. 4268 SeNlce & |nsta”at|0ns
Free Estimates - Fully Insured GYOE,LA??ESN P Serving Bergen
l§§ wﬂ Ramsey. NJ 0 7edE . .
ey, HOMECARE & Passaic Counties
201-493-9340 " acency uc || (201)934-4055 | g nde and Insured
. . Personalized and Affo_rdable . Landsca e ConStrUCtion . .
topofthellnecontractlng.com In-Home Care Services . Concretrza Construction Parishioner
Meal Pr.eporchon . - Vmcent Manno
NJ Contractor License # 13VH00695000 Amb”'g*rzrs‘;i:;S/'g?;‘;iin:mh'ng « Paving L
NJ Builders License # 038797 Running Errands - Pavers N*! Plumbing Lic.# 10459
Light Housekeeping - Mason Contracting Offlce (973) 772'3223
52 -801-9083 . >
wwegoldenyearhea.om Retaining Wall Systems (201) 612-8142

The Best
or Nothing

a--_________‘-'

CROSSCOUNTRY
MORTGAGE"™

Natalie McNaught

Senior Loan Officer
CrossCountry Mortgage LLC
732-242-4936

Mobile 201-638-0003

natalie.mcnaught@ccm.com
NMLS #403879

14 Commerce Drive
Suite 400, Cranford, NJ 07016

SUPPORT
OUR
PARISH

catholicmatich’
New Jersey

CatholicMatch.com/NJ

Mercedes-Benz
of Paramus

755 Route 17 S, Paramus, NJ
201-597-7100

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION NEED <. oo cor
A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging,
ad-supported

print and digital
newsletters to reach
your community.

Scan to
contact us!

Visit Ipicommunities.com

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

St. Gabriel, Saddle River, NJ 03-0374



