ST. GABRIEL THE ARCHANGEL
CATHOLIC CHURCH

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2025 | FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

MASS SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses

Saturday | 5:00pm (Vigil)

Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am
11:30am, 6:00pm

Weekday Masses

Monday | 9:00am

Tuesday | 6:30am, 9:00am

Wednesday | 6:30am, 9:00am

Thursday | 6:30am, 9:00am

Friday | 9:00am

Saturday | 9:00am

Holy Days | See bulletin for schedule

CONTACT US

88 East Saddle River Road
Saddle River, NJ 07458
Phone: (201) 327-5663
E-mail: office@stgabrielsr.org
Website: stgabrielsr.org

PARISH STAFF

Rev, Frank J. Fano
Administrator, ext. 302
ffano@stgabrielsr.org

Maureen Straut
Office Administrator, ext. 301
mstraut@stagabrielsr.org

Frances Ferraro
Pastoral Associate
fferraro@stagabrielsr.org

Dr. Melody Chen
Director of Music
melodychen913@gmail.com

Erin MacArthur-Leal
Director of Communications
erin.stgabes@gmail.com

BELONG, BELIEVE, BECOME Amanda Perfett, M.Ed, M.S.
Here at St. Gabriel, we strive to embrace these values: Dlrector_of RE|IgIOI:JS o
aperfetti@stagabrielsr.org
Belong (You are loved here) Believe (Discover Christ with us)

Become (Be transformed) SOCIAL MEDIA
Whoever you are, wherever you are in faith or life, if church is new to you, Facebook
or you've been away - you are always welcome here. When you feel called /St Gabriel the Archangel
to make this place your spiritual home, we warmly invite you to join our Instagram

parish family by visiting, calling, or emailing the parish office. /stgabrielsr




FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR

Welcome, friends. I'm so glad you're reading this.

Whatever kind of week you've had - amazing, overwhelming,
heartbreaking, or just plain ordinary - you made it. And God
meets you right where you are. My prayer is that you feel at
home, that something today in this Church speaks to your heart,
and that you walk out of here knowing you're loved, seen, and
never alone. Welcome to St. Gabe's..welcome home.

What is a "Message Series?"

I'm trying something new here. I'm using the four Sundays of
Advent to preach a message series I'm calling Give Yourself. A
message series is simply a series of homilies over a few weeks
that all connect around one overall theme. Instead of hearing
something completely unrelated each Sunday, we walk through
an idea together as a community: building it and applying it to
real life. It gives us a chance to focus our hearts, grow
intentionally, and let God work on something meaningful in us
over time.

GIVE YOURSELF WEEK 1. Give yourself the gift of...

As a kid, | loved Christmas. Wanna know why? Because | got
stuff. | got gifts. Good gifts. | had the best Christmases. If | could
get into a DelLorean, plug in Dec. 25, 1985, and go back, | would.
Seriously. [Back to the Future reference, ¢'mon...!]

We all kind of live in that fantasy: trying to recapture that feeling,
that sense, when life was less stressful and more carefree.
Advent invites us to rediscover that excitement. To relish a gift.
And honestly, it's better than any marketing slogan - like when
the commercials say, “Give yourself something special this
season.” Genius. Who doesn’t want to give themselves a gift!?

So, this Advent, we're unwrapping really good gifts. Not the
pajamas your grandmother gave you last year. Not that
horrendous sweater your aunt gave you that you'll end up
burning or re-gifting.

Here's the first gift we're unwrapping this Advent:
Give Yourself the Gift of TIME.

"Huh? | already got time!" True. But most of us also feel like we
need more time. We all get the same 1440 minutes every day.
But if we're not careful, those minutes disappear real fast. Our
math deceives us. Time is deceptive, and if we're not paying
attention, it slips away.

We're aff ruled by the clock. But here's the good news: we can
learn to master it. Because we're not meant to serve the gift...the
gift is meant to serve us.

There's two Greek words for time. Chronos (clock time) and
Kairos (the right time - God's time). Chronos? Minutes passing.
Kairos? When God breaks through...”"God moments.” We can miss
the Kairos because it's disguised as the Chronos. We expect
angel choirs, trumpets blast. But God mostly shows up locking
like...the mundane.

Q. So how do we unwrap the gift of TIME this Advent?

A. Slow down.

November 30, 2025] First Sunday of Advent

...continued from previous column

Life ramps up fast. If we're speeding through, we miss the signs.
God is invading our Chronos, but we need to actually live in the
moment, to be "awake" to it.

Be honest. Who wants more time in the Kairos? Yes. We want
God moments. And God will give them, but he usually waits until
we're awake to notice. And the greatest news? We get to be on
God's clock anytime we want. God will always show up. The real
guestion this Advent: will I?

CHRISTMAS CONCERT: Give Yourself the Gift of... MUSIC!
One of the things | mentioned on Thanksgiving Day is how
thankful I am for this community. Just being here. (Who am |,
really? Boy, | stepped in it, in a wonderful way!) But one part of
this parish that I'm especially thankful for is the gift of a
wonderful Music Director/Organist. Melody. She is a blessing!
And so are our choirs, both adult and young. They want to help
us enter this season, joyfully. What a gift! So...come receive it!

Christmas Concert » Sun., Dec. 14 « 3pm!

Let the music become part of your Advent Kairos.

(And rumor has it... there's a special guest musician performing...
hmm.)

Until next week, know you are loved.
Fr. Frank

Report Financial Misconduct Confidentially

If you suspect financial misconduct, use EthicsPoint, an
independent and confidential reporting tool that helps the
Archdiocesan community address issues while promoting
positive parish, school and workplace environments.

Visit www.rcan.org for the hotline and reporting link.
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THE KNIGHTS CORNER

Please mark your calendars
for our annual Poinsettia
A\ sale. We will be in the back !
of the church on the next
weekend, December 6 & 7.
Keep us in mind before

you purchase somewhere else. All proceeds
go to local charities.

The next Saint Gabriel's Knights of
Columbus council meeting is scheduled %
for Monday, Dec. 8th, starting with a social
gathering at 6:30pm, followed by our &
business meeting at 7:00pm. The officers |
have made a commitment to do their best

to end each business meeting by 8:00pm. CHRISTMAS CONCERT

We encourage all Brother Knights to attend, h . - | Chri i tak
especially those we haven't seen in a while. The Music Ministry’s annual Christmas Concert will take

The Knights of Columbus are featured in place on Sun, Dec 14, at 3:00 pm, with a "snow date" on
documentary that chronicles the inspiring, - Mon, Dec 15, at 7:30 pm. Join us for an afternoon of
often contentious and sometimes violent w@p beautiful Christmas music featuring traditional carols,
evolution of religious liberty in the | = joyful choral works, and inspiring seasonal favorites by John
United States. Free Exercise: America’s Story |8 e =8 [ Rutter, Benjamin Britten, Dan Forrest, Mary McDonald, and
of Religious Liberty premiered on PBS S "-f'- others.

stations around the U.S. last fall and is now & )  The program will include performances by our Adult Choir,
available for rent or purchase on Apple TV, Archangel Choir, and Holiday Chime Chaoir, feat. music for
Amazon Prime Video, Fandango at Home, choir, organ, and harp, as well as a special opportunity to
the Google Play Store and Vimeo on hear our Fr. Frank at the organ.

Demand. it " Please save the date(s) and bring friends to experience the

Did you know? The four themes of ' " joyous sounds of the season! Admission is free.
Advent, represented by the four candles

around an Advent wreath, are Hope, CALLING ALL YOUNG MUSICIANS!
Peace, Joy, and Love. And remember, the ] Do you have children ages 5-8 who love to make a joyful
center area of the wreath is not empty. That ' noise? Here’s a wonderful opportunity for them to share their
space is reserved for Jesus!! * talents this Christmas season!
If you are interested in joining the St / The Music Ministry invites children to join our Christmas
Gabriel's Knights of Columbus, contact a Chime Choir for a special performance at the Christmas
current member or send us an email at Concert on Sun, December 14 at 3:00 pm, with a "snow
knights@stgabrielsr.org. date” on Monday, December 15, at 7:30 pm.
Rehearsal Schedule:
- Sunday, December 7 | 12:30-1:00 PM
- Saturday, December 13 | 11:30 AM (Dress Rehearsal)

* Concert: Sun, Dec 14: 3:00 pm
Attendance at both is required to participate. Priority will
be given to children who can attend both sessions.
Space is limited, so please register with Music Director,
Melody at Melodychen913@gmail.com

FINANCIAL REPORT

This week's financial report was not ready at the time of publication.

. {{j’y CHRISTMAS GIVING TREES

A Gabriel Giving Project

Our Christmas Giving Trees are in the vestibule this weekend!
- We are collecting new toys (and possibly clothing) for families
in Newark through our sister parish, St. Michael's.

If you take an ornament, please attach the paper
ornament to your returned gift so it reaches the correct
child or family.

We also welcome ShopRite or Walmart gift cards to help
with Christmas meals. Gift cards may be placed in the
collection basket or brought to the parish office.

Please return all gifts and cards by Dec. 13-14. The truck
leaves after the 11:30 am Mass on Dec. 14.

Thank you for supporting this Gabriel Giving Project!

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY
HOLDS IN PRAYER ALL

WHO ARE SICK OR Thank you for your ongoing generosity and support.
o2 LSES 0 PRESIDERS’' SCHEDULE
Salvatore Averso Daniel Castillo
Dawn Conguisti Patricia Deegan November 29-30 December 6-7
Ada Fields Meg Gallagher Sat 5 pm- Fr. Frank Sat 5 pm- Fr. Frank
Grace Gilbert Annette Gravina Sun 8 am- Bishop Michael Saporito  Sun 8 am- Fr. Frank
Bill Hamilton Bob Kleinknecht

i : Sun 10 am- Fr. Frank Sun 10 am- Fr. Frank
Joan Massaotti Marco Minuto ; . f %
hicole Trotta Marilyn Wolf Sun 11:30 am- Fr. Frank Sun 11:30 am- Fr. Frank s

Patrick Scheid Scorese Sun 6 pm- Fr. Frank Sun 6 pm- Fr. Charlie
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MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday: November 29, 2025

9:00am T John Simon - r/b Tony Losquadro

5:00pm T Warren and Ann Van Thunen - r/b Christine & Peter
llenko

Sunday: November 30, 2025
8:00am T Walter Caridad - r/b Carol Anne Kroese

10:00am T Angela Santiglia- r/b Joan Kennedy
11:30am T Bobby Mattessich - r/b The Tarabocchia Family

Monday: December 1, 2025
9:00am 1 John Carafano - r/b The Sanzari Family

Tuesday: December 2, 2025
6:30am T Joseph Fichter - r/b Teresa & Dan Gallagher
9:00am T Michelle Paparella - r/b Bruno & Rosa Scrivanich

Wednesday, December 3, 2025
6:30am t Salvatore J. Mesiano - r/b The Viggiano Family

9:00am 1 Richard V. Cancilla - r/b Pat Cancilla

Thursday, December 4, 2025
6:30am T For the people of the parish
9:00am T Barbara Ridice - r/b Chela

Friday: December 5, 2025
9:00am t Special Intention - r/b Anonymous

Saturday: December 6, 2025
9:00am T Gregory Merena - r/b The Licini Family

5:00pm t Joan & Richard Ferro - r/b Patti Ross

INNEOVINGIREMEMBRANCE

catholicmatch’
New Jersey

Broker Give Melody
Associate a Jingle!

201-825-6600x315

REIMAX Cell: 201 ?88 434?

PROPERTIES

I«)CBJJH{D

d"_ CEM ] L RY
~ AFinal Resting Place ()f Rusuc Beauty
845-359-0172 | www.rocklandcemetery.org
info@rocklandcemetery.org
201 Kings Highway, Sparkill, NY 10976

Guidance Through Life’s Defining Moments

Serving Individuals, Families, and Business Owners

,,.f/R’ESONATE

WEALTH PARTNERS

Fiduciary Wealth Management
Financial Planning

Investment Management
Retirement Planning

Downtown Ridgewood | 45 N. Broad St. | 201-735-2200
www.resonatewealthpartners.com

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financisl, a registered irvestment advisor. Member FINAA & SIPC

SPRING HOME REPAIRS - FREE ESTIMATES
ROOFING * CHIMNEYS - GUTTERS

MASONRY - SIDEWALKS & STEPS
We Find & Fix Leaks!

A

EXPERT CHIMNEY
& ROOFING

. $11000FF |i  20%OFF |
i Any New Roof Replacement ; : :.fym&:‘.w&m;’é i

Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900
Bonded & Insured - 20 Years

Senving AU of New Jencey

732-520-9554
www.expertchimneyroofing.com

@ st 6abriel, Saddle River, NJ 03-0374




QP OF THE LINE

Custom Homes, Additions & Interior
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms,
Generators

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

201-493-9340

topofthelinecontracting.com

NJ Contractor License # 13VH00695000
NJ Builders License # 038797

WESTWOOD, NJ

MARTIN O. SEITZ

MANAGER

BECKER FUNERAL I@MEi

219 KINDERKAMACK ROAD

201-664-0292 (Digniry) 248

JENNIFER TAPIA

ADVANCED PLANNING DIRECTOR
NJ LIC. NO. 4821

NJ LIC. NO. 3889
GOLDEN
YEARS
HOMECARE

% W AGENCY LLC

Personalized and Affordable
In-Home Care Services
Meal Preparation
Ambulatory Assistance - Bathing
Dressing/Grooming
Running Errands
Light Housekeeping
CALL 908-801-9083
www.goldenyearhca.com

CROSSCOUNTRY
MORTGAGE™

Natalie McNaught

Senior Loan Officer
CrossCountry Mortgage LLC
732-242-4936

Mobile 201-638-0003

natalie.mcnaught@ccm.com
NMLS #403879

14 Commerce Drive
Suite 400, Cranford, NJ 07016

Cypress Landscaping

Transforming Outdoor Spaces with Elegance g
Full serwice landscape company
Brian Dunker - Owner
B: 201-670-9740
C: 201-264-5640

Cypresslandscape.org

Yearly maintenance programs, plantings, hardscapes

e Best
Nothing

| 1

é Z)“\

allendale

FLOWERS

www.allendaleflowers.com

Celebrate Holidays &
Host Your Private Events

/;-—-

B.Y.O.B. . OPEN FOR DINNER
WED-SUN
OPEN THANKSGIVING,
CHRISTMAS EVE
AND NEW YEAR'S EVE.

611 N MAPLE AVE, HO-HO-KUS, NJ
201.857.4717 ~ STEVESN].COM

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

¢

Sebastian Construction, L.L.C.

Ramsey, NJ 07840

(201) 934-4055

- Landscape Construction
- Concrete Construction
- Paving
- Pavers
- Mason Contracting
- Retaining Wall Systems

Www.Becker-funeralhome.com

THOMAS G. POLITO

DIRECTOR
NJ LIC. NO. 4268

Catholic
Calendar

Fill every month
with faith!

Order Yours Today! >

MARINO’S

PLUMBING, INC.
Heating & A/C
Service & Installations
Serving Bergen
& Passaic Counties
Bonded and Insured
Parishioner
Vincent Marino
NJ Plumbing Lic.# 10459
Office: (973) 772-3223
(201) 612-8142

Mercedes-Benz

of Paramus

755 Route 17 S, Paramus, NJ
201-597-7100

St. Gabriel, Saddle River, NJ 03-0374



