ST. GABRIEL THE ARCHANGEL
CATHOLIC CHURCH

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2025 | FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

MASS SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
“A!  Saturday | 5:00pm (Vigil)
Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am

11:30am, 6:00pm
Weekday Masses
= 3 Monday | 9:00am
-- Tuesday | 6:30am, 9:00am
Wednesday | 6:30am, 9:00am
Thursday | 6:30am, 9:00am
Friday | 9:00am
Saturday | 9:00am

Holy Days | See bulletin for schedule

CONTACT US

88 East Saddle River Road
Saddle River, NJ 07458
Phone: (201) 327-5663
E-mail: office@stgabrielsr.org
Website: stgabrielsr.org

AN ADVENT MESSAGE SERIES =2gi

T PARISH STAFF
= Rev, Frank J. Fano
Administrator, ext. 302
ffano@stgabrielsr.org

Maureen Straut
Office Administrator, ext. 301
mstraut@stagabrielsr.org

Frances Ferraro
Pastoral Associate
fferraro@stagabrielsr.org

Dr. Melody Chen

A L L M A S S E S Director of Music

melodychen913@gmail.com
Wee k 4 Erin MacArthur-Leal

Director of Communications
erin.stgabes@gmail.com

BELONG, BELIEVE, BECOME Amanda Perfetti, M.Ed, M.S.

Director of Religious Education

Here at St. Gabriel, we strive to embrace these values:

aperfetti@stagabrielsr.org
Belong (You are loved here) Believe (Discover Christ with us)
Become (Be transformed) SOCIAL MEDIA
Whoever you are, wherever you are in faith or life, if church is new to you, Facebook
or you've been away - you are always welcome here. When you feel called /St Gabriel the Archangel
to make this place your spiritual home, we warmly invite you to join our Instagram

parish family by visiting, calling, or emailing the parish office. /stgabrielsr




FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR

GIVE YOURSELF WEEK 4

Give Yourself the Gift of Relationships. We all have this gift already.
Every single one of us is in relationship with someone - spouse,
partner, parent-child, priest-parishioner, coworkers, friends.
Romantic or not, formal or not, structured or messy: relationships
are part of the fabric of our lives. “No man is an island” may be a
cliché, but it's true. We're not made to be alone.

But let's be honest: relationships aren’t easy.

And today, with social media and those "black mirrors" called
phones replacing eye contact, comment sections replacing
conversations, emojis replacing emotion - it's harder than ever to
appreciate the relationships right in front of us. Even families go
out to dinner in silence and just stare at their phones. | do it. You
do it. We all do it. It's not about guilt. It's about being intentional.

Look at all the stories surrounding and leading up to Christ's birth:
Pregnant Mary runs to her pregnant cousin Elizabeth. Not out of
obligation, but out of relationship. Both pregnant. Both anxious.
Both carrying something heavy. They intentionally choose to band
together. A family tie wasn't enough; this was deeper. God banded
them together for support, honesty, faith, and strength. They're
going through the same thing! They RELATE. They're RELATING.
They're in RELATIONSHIP!

And in today's Gospel, Mary and Joseph, both engaged, were in a
real relationship. Real people. Real emotions. Real confusion. Real
faith. And God intentionally placed them together. They're going
through the same thing. They RELATE. They're RELATING. They're
in RELATIONSHIP!

Joseph wasn't some background character. He wasn't passive. He
wrestled with the news. He thought, he prayed, he discerned, and
he ultimately chose relationship. He chose Mary. He chose the
Child. He chose God's will. In other words: he pressed in. And that
intentional "yes,” along with Mary's, changed human history.

Now, let's talk about our reality: Christmas is a beautiful season...
and a stressful one. And nothing gets hit harder than our
relationships.

This Christmas, you might be:

« around relatives you don't exactly adore

* navigating expectations you can't possibly meet
* managing kids, house, meals, travel, hosting

* trying to keep peace where there’s tension

« putting on the fakest smile you can muster

* wanting to escape all it all!

Listen - don't feel guilty. This is an honest space. But avoiding
relationships isn't the solution either. Because from the very
beginning, God created us, intentionally, to be in relationship,
intentionally. For better or worse, these people in our life matter.
And believe it or not, God actually wants our relationships to
succeed. God wants what you want joy, peace, stability,
connection. And God gives you gifts to get you there.
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...continued from previous column

So, let's take the three gifts we've unwrapped this Advent - Time,
Healing, Gratitude - and simply apply them to the people God's
placed in our lives! Not because everything and everyone is
perfect, but because we're connected...because even imperfect
relationships are still gifts. [We'll flesh this out more in the
message today.]

Friends, Christmas is only four days away. And we've unwrapped
these gifts already: time, healing, and gratitude. God didn't give
them to us just for ourselves, but to give to others. Let's make the
most of these final days. Let's relate. Let's connect. Let's choose
relationship...intentionally. Give yourself - and someone else - the
gift of relationship!

GIVE YOURSELF THE GIFT OF MUSIC!

| want to thank all those who made our Christmas Concert so
lovely:

* Melody Chen, our Director of Music: thank you for your
outstanding leadership, vision, and passion.

* Our Adult Choir: your dedication, countless rehearsals, and
gorgeous harmonies lifted all our hearts.

* Diana Ciaoppina, Director, Joe Scorese, accompanist, and our
Archangel Choir: children, you sang your hearts out and brought
so much light and joy to our hearts!

* Susan Dromsky-Reed, our wonderful organ accompanist, and all
other instrumentalists!

* And you, our parish community, for showing up, singing along,
supporting our musicians, and sharing in this beautiful tradition.

Last week's Christmas Concert was nothing short of breathtaking.
And | need to say something that's absolutely true: 5t. Gabriel's is
rare. Many parishes never get to experience the kind of musical
excellence, passion, and beauty that we are blessed with, right
here, week after week! We are spoiled - in the best possible way!

Thank you, everyone, for a truly unforgettable Christmas Concert!

Merry Christmas. [I think we can say it now.]
See you Wednesday or Thursday!

Friends, know you are loved.
Fr. Frank

JOTN US TO CEIEBRATE CHRISTMAS

Come celebrate the joy of Christmas with us! We invite you,
your family, and your friends to gather in prayer, song, and
gratitude as we welcome the birth of Christ. All are welcome!

CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES
- 4:00PM
* 6:00PM U
» 10:00PM - ;
CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES
+ 8:00AM
- 10:00AM
- LI30AM
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THE KNIGHTS CORNER

AN
‘“

The Knight's annual
poinsettia sale was a
rousing success. Thanks to
the never ending support of
the Saint Gabriel's family we
were able to sell out of all
our plants and to donate four plants to the
church for the altar. Funds raised for local
charities totaled over $1,100! Thank you all
so much. Special thanks to Bel Fiore
Greenhouse who partnered with us once
again for this event, and to Brother Chris
Calabrese who spearheaded the effort.

The Knights of Columbus will be hosting the
monthly Men's Mass on December 27th at
8:00am. All men of the parish, and guests,
are welcome. The Mass is followed by light
snacks and discussion about issues of the
day that affect us as Catholic men. This year,
we will be exploring the “Into the Breach”
series, inspired by the Apostolic Exhortation
for Catholic Men written by Bishop Olmsted
of Phoenix, and produced by the Knights of
Columbus, which seeks to answer the
question of what it means to be a man and
how to live as a man in today’s world.

The November coffee social, sponsored by
the Knights, will be held after all Masses on
Sunday, December 28th. This will be a great
opportunity to catch up with your fellow
parishioners. We hope to see you there.

Merry Christmas from all of the Saint
Gabriel Knights to all of you. Peace and God
Bless.

Did you know? The phrase "Merry
Christmas" originated from old English
traditions, with the first known written use in
a 1534 letter from Bishop John Fisher to
Thomas Cromwell, wishing him a "merry
Christmas," and gained massive popularity
through Charles Dickens' 1843 novel A
Christmas Carol, solidifying its place in
modern celebrations alongside carols like
"We Wish You a Merry Christmas”.

If you are interested in joining the 5t
Gabriel's Knights of Columbus, contact a
current member or send us an email at
knights@stgabrielsr.org.

Report Financial Misconduct
Confidentially

If you suspect financial misconduct, use
EthicsPoint, an independent and confidential
reporting tool that helps the Archdiocesan
community address issues while promoting
positive parish, school and workplace
environments.

Visit www.rcan.org for the hotline and reporting
link.

ParishsOFTGIVING

Just aim your phone camera at the QR Code
and follow the link. Thank you for your support!

WE ARE HIS WITNESSES: ONLINE FEEDBACK FORM

.9

WE ARE HIS
WITNESSES

OUR PARISH

COMMUNITY HOLDS
IN PRAYER ALL WHO

ARE SICK OR

HOMEBOUND.

We Are His Witnesses is the Archdiocesan initiative
inviting every parish to pray, reflect, and help shape a
vibrant future for our local Church. For those who
attended our listening sessions - and especially for those
who couldn't - please share your feedback using the
online form. The form is available anytime at
www.wearehiswitnesses.org and will remain open
through December 31, 2025. St. Gabriel is in the
Northwest Bergen Planning Area.

Bill Hamilton

Bob Kleinknecht

Joan Massotti

Marco Minuto

Patrick Scheid Scorese
Nicole Trotta

Marilyn Wolf

Salvatore Averso
Daniel Castillo
Dawn Conguisti
Patricia Deegan
Ada Fields

Meg Gallagher
Grace Gilbert

FINANCIAL REPORT

The amount of the collections for December 7 and December 14 were not available
at the time the bulletin went to press and will be reported at a later date.
Thank you for your generosity & God bless you and your families.

PRESIDERS' SCHEDULE

December 20-21
Sat 5 pm- Fr. Frank
Sun 8 am- Fr. Frank
Sun 10 am- Fr. Frank

Sun 11:30 am- Fr. Charlie

sSun 6 pm- Fr. Frank

December 27-28
Sat 5 pm- Fr. Frank

Sun 8 am- Fr. Frank I
Sun 10 am- Fr. Anthony i 2 |
Sun 11:30 am- Fr. Frank o 30

Sun 6 pm- Fr. Frank
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MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday: December 20, 2025

9:00am t Msgr. Joseph Petrillo- r/b Fr. Frank Del Prete

5:00pm T Malvern Burroughs - r/b Bob, Andrea, Andrew & Julia

Sunday: December 21, 2025
8:00am T Angela Del Prete - r/b Fr. Frank Del Prete

10:00am T William P Deegan- r/b Nancy Deegan
11:30am T Richard Stefanacci - r/b Carol Stefanacci

6:00pm T Daniel C. Meyers - r/b Kathleen De Angelis

Monday: December 22, 2025
9:00am T Carol Lee Crowley - r/b Chela

Tuesday: December 23, 2025
6:30am T Johanna Esposito - r/b Frank & Kathy
9:00am T Julie Maranagi- Living Intention - r/b Bernadette

Wednesday, December 24, 2025
4:00pm T For the people of the parish
6:00pm T For the people of the parish
10:00pm T For the people of the parish

Thursday, December 25, 2025
8:00am T For the people of the parish
10:00am T For the people of the parish
11:30am T For the people of the parish

Friday: December 26, 2025
9:00am T James FitzPatrick - r/b Nancy Deegan

Saturday: December 27, 2025
9:00am 1 Carol Lee Crowley - r/b Barbara & Sandy Wood

5:00pm T Giovanni (John) Longo - r/b The Betsy Family

INFLOVING REMEMBRANCE

Update Corner
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catholicmatch’
New Jersey
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A Final Ru!m;, Pl: u.c of RLIHIIL Beauty
845-359-0172 | www.rocklandcemetery.org
info@rocklandcemetery.org
201 Kings Highway, Sparkill, NY 10976

Guidance Through Life’s Defining Moments

Serving Individuals, Fomilies, and Business Owners

4{;ESONATE

WEALTH PARTNERS

Fiduciary Wealth Management
Financial Planning

Investment Management
Retirement Planning

Downtown Ridgewood | 45 M. Broad St. | 201-735-2200
www.resonatewealthpariners.com

Seourtties and sdviscry servoes offered trough LEL Financis, a registered imestment acdvisor. Mermbier FIAA & SIPC

SPRING HOME REPAIRS - FREE ESTIMATES
ROOFING * CHIMNEYS - GUTTERS

MASONRY  SIDEWALKS & STEPS
We Find & Fix Leaks!

A

EXPERT CHIMNEY
& ROOFING

$1100 OFF 20% OFF |
Any New Roof Replacement | { yolooot et et |

-----------------------------------------------------

Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900
Bonded & Insured - 20 Years

Seruing AU of New Jersey

732-520-9554
www.expertchimneyroofing.com

@ st cabriel, Sadde River, N) 05-0374




QP OF THE LINE

Custom Homes, Additions & Interior
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms,
Generators

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

201-493-9340

topofthelinecontracting.com

NJ Contractor License # 13VH00695000
NJ Builders License # 038797

WESTWOOD, NJ

MARTIN O. SEITZ

MANAGER

BECKER FUNERAL I@MEi

219 KINDERKAMACK ROAD

201-664-0292 (Digniry) 248

JENNIFER TAPIA

ADVANCED PLANNING DIRECTOR
NJ LIC. NO. 4821

NJ LIC. NO. 3889
GOLDEN
YEARS
HOMECARE

% W AGENCY LLC

Personalized and Affordable
In-Home Care Services
Meal Preparation
Ambulatory Assistance - Bathing
Dressing/Grooming
Running Errands
Light Housekeeping
CALL 908-801-9083
www.goldenyearhca.com

CROSSCOUNTRY
MORTGAGE™

Natalie McNaught

Senior Loan Officer
CrossCountry Mortgage LLC
732-242-4936

Mobile 201-638-0003

natalie.mcnaught@ccm.com
NMLS #403879

14 Commerce Drive
Suite 400, Cranford, NJ 07016

Cypress Landscaping

Transforming Outdoor Spaces with Elegance g
Full serwice landscape company
Brian Dunker - Owner
B: 201-670-9740
C: 201-264-5640

Cypresslandscape.org

Yearly maintenance programs, plantings, hardscapes

e Best
Nothing

| 1

é Z)“\

allendale

FLOWERS

www.allendaleflowers.com

Celebrate Holidays &
Host Your Private Events

/;-—-

B.Y.O.B. . OPEN FOR DINNER
WED-SUN
OPEN THANKSGIVING,
CHRISTMAS EVE
AND NEW YEAR'S EVE.

611 N MAPLE AVE, HO-HO-KUS, NJ
201.857.4717 ~ STEVESN].COM

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

¢

Sebastian Construction, L.L.C.

Ramsey, NJ 07840

(201) 934-4055

- Landscape Construction
- Concrete Construction
- Paving
- Pavers
- Mason Contracting
- Retaining Wall Systems

Www.Becker-funeralhome.com

THOMAS G. POLITO

DIRECTOR
NJ LIC. NO. 4268

Catholic
Calendar

Fill every month
with faith!

Order Yours Today! >

MARINO’S

PLUMBING, INC.
Heating & A/C
Service & Installations
Serving Bergen
& Passaic Counties
Bonded and Insured
Parishioner
Vincent Marino
NJ Plumbing Lic.# 10459
Office: (973) 772-3223
(201) 612-8142

Mercedes-Benz

of Paramus

755 Route 17 S, Paramus, NJ
201-597-7100

St. Gabriel, Saddle River, NJ 03-0374



