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BELONG, BELIEVE, BECOME

Here at St. Gabriel, we strive to embrace these values:
Belong (You are loved here) Believe (Discover Christ with us)
Become (Be transformed)
Whoever you are, wherever you are in faith or life, if church is new to you,
or you've been away - you are always welcome here. When you feel called
to make this place your spiritual home, we warmly invite you to join our
parish family by visiting, calling, or emailing the parish office.

MASS SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses

Saturday | 5:00pm (Vigil)

Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am
11:30am, 6:00pm

Weekday Masses

Monday | 9:00am

Tuesday | 6:30am, 9:00am

Wednesday | 6:30am, 9:00am

Thursday | 6:30am, 9:00am

Friday | 9:00am

Saturday | 9:00am

Holy Days | See bulletin for schedule

CONTACT US

88 East Saddle River Road
Saddle River, NJ 07458
Phone: (201) 327-5663
E-mail: office@stgabrielsr.org
Website: stgabrielsr.org

PARISH STAFF

Rev, Frank J. Fano
Administrator, ext. 302
ffano@stgabrielsr.org

Maureen Straut
Office Administrator, ext. 301
mstraut@stagabrielsr.org

Frances Ferraro
Pastoral Associate
fferraro@stagabrielsr.org

Dr. Melody Chen
Director of Music
melodychen913@gmail.com

Erin MacArthur-Leal
Director of Communications
erin.stgabes@gmail.com

Amanda Perfetti, M.Ed, M.S.
Director of Religious Education
aperfetti@stagabrielsr.org

SOCIAL MEDIA
Facebook /St Gabriel the Archangel
Instagram /stgabrielsr

YouTube /stgabrielsr




HOLY FAMILY SUNDAY

BY FRANCES FERRARO

This weekend we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family
commemorating the spiritual significance of Christmas; namely
that God, the creator of Heaven and Earth chose to share our
human condition by becoming one with us and of us, in all things
but sin. He did so in a most miraculous manner by entering
human existence as the newborn son of an otherwise ordinary,
humble family. Thereafter, for over two thousand years, the
Church has regarded the human family as a perfect manifestation
of God's love of humanity; indeed, a visible living icon of God's
love.

It can be easy to become immersed in the beautiful language and
imagery of the nativity narratives in St Matthew and St Luke. The
humble and devoted Mary and Joseph kneeling in prayer besides
the manger, the Angels, the Shepherds, the Magi, and the
wondrous star, to name a few. On the surface, the narrative
conveys an image of sublime perfection which markedly contrasts
with the many imperfections which characterize the human
condition. However, as you know, there is much more to the
story!

We may be inclined to dismiss the Holy Family as being irrelevant
to our contemporary experience as being “too holy.” After all,
Jesus is the sinless Son of God, Mary was conceived without sin
and Joseph was a saint. Because these blessed circumstances
bear little or no resemblance to our modern-day reality or
families, the Christmas narrative seems to be akin to a comforting
fairy tale. Regrettably, this perception of the narrative wholly
misses the point. The spiritual significance of the story is framed
by the darker elements of the narrative which are not unlike
those encountered in contemporary life. Among these are the
indignity of exclusion (St Joseph and the Blessed Mother being
turned away from the Inn in their time of need), the
disappointment and compromises necessitated by insufficient
financial resources (the indignity of having to adapt a feed box as
Jesus’ first crib) and the fear of physical harm inflicted by a violent
person (the evil and murderous King Herod). They encountered
the tension, suffering, and financial hardships experienced by the
poor and displaced, and yet, through it all, their faith enabled
them to persevere.

How can we, with families that are not the perpetual picture of
perfect joy, look to the Holy Family for guidance, wisdom and a
way forward? The “secret,” such as it was, lay in their ahility to stay
focused no matter the chaos around them. Tension, suffering,
financial hardship and external threats melted away because they
placed God at their heart of their home.

Additionally, their experiences offer a model for living a quiet,
purposeful life centered on God instead of public recognition—a
message that stands in sharp contrast to today's culture; and
create a home filled with love, faith and forgiveness - even amidst
the contemporary challenges and incessant distractions our
families face today. We are also reminded that all families will
inevitably experience heavenly joys and overwhelming sorrows
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...continued from previous column

and everything in between. Such are the ineluctable
consequences of humanity.

Finally, the narrative invites us to hear God's word and keep it in
our homes and families; it reminds us that our children are a gift
from and a project of God. To serve God's plan through them,
we as parents are called to teach our children that their deepest
freedom and peace in a turbulent world are found in learning
God's will and taking their place in salvation history, nurtured
through attending Mass and celebrating the sacraments.
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JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE
THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY
MOTHER OF GOD

The Octave Day of Christmas
& Holy Day of Obligation
Masses:
December 31: 5:00pm
January 1: 9:00am & 11:30am

Report Financial Misconduct Confidentially

If you suspect financial misconduct, use EthicsPoint, an
independent and confidential reporting tool that helps the
Archdiocesan community address issues while promoting
positive parish, school and workplace environments.

Visit www.rcan.org for the hotline and reporting link.
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THE KNIGHTS CORNER

Welcome to our newest
brother Knight, Victor
LoPiccolo. Victor recently
was inducted at a Charity,
Unity, and Fraternity
ceremony which took place
at the Westwood Council Hall. He was
joined by his wife Lisa, and Membership
Director John Haiduk. Congratulations to
our newest brother.

Fourth Degree Members of local Knight's
councils, along with family members,
participated in the Wreaths Across
America wreath-laying ceremony on
December 6th at West Point Cemetery.
About 30 people were in attendance
representing our Northwest Bergen Fourth
Degree Assembly. It was an absolute JOY!!
And for the 6th year in a row, our Assembly
was recognized as a Red Ribbon Sponsor!!
Sixteen brothers from the Saint Gabriel's
Council are fourth degree Knights.

The next Saint Gabriel's Knights of
Columbus council meeting is scheduled
for Monday, Jan. 12th, starting with a
social gathering at 6:30pm, followed by our
business meeting at 7:00pm. The officers
have made a commitment to do their best
to end each business meeting by 8:00pm.
We encourage all Brother Knights to attend,
especially those we haven't seen in a while.

Happy and Blessed New Year from all of
the Saint Gabriel Knights to all of you. Peace
and God Bless,

Did you know? The practice of making New
Year's resolutions dates back over 4,000
years to the ancient Babylonians, who
made promises to their gods at the start of
the year, hoping to gain favor. They
celebrated the new year not on January 1
but at the vernal equinox in mid-March.
Approximately 30 percent of Americans
make New Year's resolutions, but fewer
than 10 percent succeed at keeping them.

If you are interested
in joining the St.
Gabriel's Knights of
Columbus, contact a
current member or
send us an email at

knights@stgabrielsr.org

Newest Knight Victor
LoPiccolo (center) is joined
at his recent induction
ceremony by his wife Lisa
and Membership Director
John Haiduk

DISCOVERING CHRIST

REGISTER
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Scan the QR Code

a six week experience

6 Tuesdays,
starting Jan. 20, 2026
7p - 9:15p

Week 1 at St. Gabe’s,

then alternating weekly btw
Mount Carmel, Ridgewood,
and St. Gabe's

Expect...

..food, fellowship, fun,
relevance, non-judgment,
conversation, reality.
Free.

Come. See. Discover.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The amount of the collection for December 7 was $13,763.00.
The amount of the collection for December 14 was $10,316.00.
Thank you for your generosity & God bless you and your families.

Update Corner

OUR PARISH 20 EEEE
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IN PRAYER ALL WHO WITNESSES B
ARE SICK OR . https:/ircan.org/we-are-his-witnesses/
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Ada Fields Meg Gallagher  Junc2024-Junc 2025 Junc 2025 - June 2026 Muli-Year Implementation
Grace Gilbert Bill Hamilton From the moment Cardinal Tobin announced this effort,
. . countless voices have guided its path. Yours can foo-
Bob Kleinknecht Joan Massotti if you haven't spoken up yot, we'd love to hear from you,
Marco Minuto Nicole Trotta Your Voice Matters! We are still gathering insights from

Patrick Scheid Scorese
Marilyn Wolf

PRESIDERS' SCHEDULE

December 27-28
Sat 5 pm- Fr. Frank
Sun 8 am- Fr, Frank
Sun 10 am- Fr. Anthony
Sun 11:30 am- Fr. Frank
Sun 6 pm- Fr. Frank

our parish listening sessions and want to ensure your
input is included, Help shape our future by scanning the

QR code above and clicking “Model Feedback Form."
Please share your comments by Dec. 31st.

January 3-4

Sat 5 pm- Fr. Frank

sun 8 am- Fr, Anthony
Sun 10 am- Fr. Frank
sun 11:30 am- Fr. Frank
Sun 6 pm- Fr. Charlie
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MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday: December 27, 2025

9:00am T Carol Lee Crowley - r/b Barbara & Sandy Wood
5:00pm T Giovanni (John) Longo - r/b The Betsy Family

Sunday: December 28, 2025
8:00am T Bill Jergensen - r/b Doris Jergensen
10:00am T Laura Miele- r/b Miele & Zanedis Families

11:30am T Richard Stefanacci - r/b Carol Stefanacci

6:00pm T For the people of the parish

Monday: December 29, 2025
9:00am T Jim FitzPatrick - r/b Angela Scorese

Tuesday: December 30, 2025
6:30am T Fred Harris - r/b Frank & Kathy
9:00am T Christopher Maita - r/b Jennifer Maita

Wednesday, December 31, 2025
6:30 T NO 6:30 Mass

9:00 T For the people of the parish
5:00pm t Philip Rossi, Jr. - r/b Patti Ross

Thursday, January 1, 2026
9:00 t For the people of the parish
11:30 f For the people of the parish

Friday: January 2, 2026
9:00am T Carol Lee Crowley- r/b Cathy Sutliff

Saturday: January 3, 2026
9:00am T Esteban Diaz- Birthday- Living Intention -
r/b Christopher Diaz

5:00pm T Gordon Howarth - r/b Christine & John Schnell

INSEOVINGIREMENMBRANGE

.PoriSh QDFI'. Just aim your
phone camera at
T T the QR Code and

. follow the link.

Thank you for your
support!

catholicmatch’
New Jersey

Broker Give Melody
Associate a Jingle!

201-825-6600x315

REIMAX Cell: 201 ?88 434?

PROPERTIES
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d"_ CEM ] L RY
~ AFinal Resting Place ()f Rusuc Beauty
845-359-0172 | www.rocklandcemetery.org
info@rocklandcemetery.org
201 Kings Highway, Sparkill, NY 10976

Guidance Through Life’s Defining Moments

Serving Individuals, Families, and Business Owners

,,.f/R’ESONATE

WEALTH PARTNERS

Fiduciary Wealth Management
Financial Planning

Investment Management
Retirement Planning

Downtown Ridgewood | 45 N. Broad St. | 201-735-2200
www.resonatewealthpartners.com

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financisl, a registered irvestment advisor. Member FINAA & SIPC

SPRING HOME REPAIRS - FREE ESTIMATES
ROOFING * CHIMNEYS - GUTTERS

MASONRY - SIDEWALKS & STEPS
We Find & Fix Leaks!

A

EXPERT CHIMNEY
& ROOFING

{ $11000FF i  20%OFF |
{ Any New Roof Replacement | | _jiatonry epir & SEMIORS |

Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900
Bonded & Insured - 20 Years

Senving AU of New Jencey

732-520-9554
www.expertchimneyroofing.com

@ st 6abriel, Saddle River, NJ 03-0374




QP OF THE LINE

Custom Homes, Additions & Interior
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms,
Generators

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

201-493-9340

topofthelinecontracting.com

NJ Contractor License # 13VH00695000
NJ Builders License # 038797

WESTWOOD, NJ

MARTIN O. SEITZ

MANAGER

BECKER FUNERAL I@MEi

219 KINDERKAMACK ROAD

201-664-0292 (Digniry) 248

JENNIFER TAPIA

ADVANCED PLANNING DIRECTOR
NJ LIC. NO. 4821

NJ LIC. NO. 3889
GOLDEN
YEARS
HOMECARE

% W AGENCY LLC

Personalized and Affordable
In-Home Care Services
Meal Preparation
Ambulatory Assistance - Bathing
Dressing/Grooming
Running Errands
Light Housekeeping
CALL 908-801-9083
www.goldenyearhca.com

CROSSCOUNTRY
MORTGAGE™

Natalie McNaught

Senior Loan Officer
CrossCountry Mortgage LLC
732-242-4936

Mobile 201-638-0003

natalie.mcnaught@ccm.com
NMLS #403879

14 Commerce Drive
Suite 400, Cranford, NJ 07016

Cypress Landscaping

Transforming Outdoor Spaces with Elegance g
Full serwice landscape company
Brian Dunker - Owner
B: 201-670-9740
C: 201-264-5640

Cypresslandscape.org

Yearly maintenance programs, plantings, hardscapes

e Best
Nothing
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allendale

FLOWERS

www.allendaleflowers.com

Celebrate Holidays &
Host Your Private Events

/;-—-

B.Y.O.B. . OPEN FOR DINNER
WED-SUN
OPEN THANKSGIVING,
CHRISTMAS EVE
AND NEW YEAR'S EVE.

611 N MAPLE AVE, HO-HO-KUS, NJ
201.857.4717 ~ STEVESN].COM

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

¢

Sebastian Construction, L.L.C.

Ramsey, NJ 07840

(201) 934-4055

- Landscape Construction
- Concrete Construction
- Paving
- Pavers
- Mason Contracting
- Retaining Wall Systems

Www.Becker-funeralhome.com

THOMAS G. POLITO

DIRECTOR
NJ LIC. NO. 4268

Catholic
Calendar

Fill every month
with faith!

Order Yours Today! >

MARINO’S

PLUMBING, INC.
Heating & A/C
Service & Installations
Serving Bergen
& Passaic Counties
Bonded and Insured
Parishioner
Vincent Marino
NJ Plumbing Lic.# 10459
Office: (973) 772-3223
(201) 612-8142

Mercedes-Benz

of Paramus

755 Route 17 S, Paramus, NJ
201-597-7100

St. Gabriel, Saddle River, NJ 03-0374



