ST. GABRIEL THE ARCHANGEL
CATHOLIC CHURCH

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025 | SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

MASS SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses

Saturday | 5:00pm (Vigil)

Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am
11:30am, 6:00pm

Weekday Masses

Monday | 9:00am

Tuesday | 6:30am, 9:00am

Wednesday | 6:30am, 9:00am

Thursday | 6:30am, 9:00am

Friday | 9:00am

Saturday | 9:00am

Holy Days | See bulletin for schedule

CONTACT US

88 East Saddle River Road
Saddle River, NJ 07458
Phone: (201) 327-5663
E-mail: office@stgabrielsr.org
Website: stgabrielsr.org

PARISH STAFF

Rev, Frank J. Fano
Administrator, ext. 302
ffano@stgabrielsr.org

Maureen Straut
Office Administrator, ext. 301
mstraut@stagabrielsr.org

Frances Ferraro
Pastoral Associate
fferraro@stagabrielsr.org

ALL MASSES i

melodychen913@gmail.com
W ee I( Q Erin MacArthur-Leal

Director of Communications
erin.stgabes@gmail.com

BELONG, BELIEVE, BECOME Amanda perfett, M.Ed, M.
Here at St. Gabriel, we strive to embrace these values: Dlrector_of RE|IgIOI:JS o
aperfetti@stagabrielsr.org
Belong (You are loved here) Believe (Discover Christ with us)

Become (Be transformed) SOCIAL MEDIA
Whoever you are, wherever you are in faith or life, if church is new to you, Facebook
or you've been away - you are always welcome here. When you feel called /St Gabriel the Archangel
to make this place your spiritual home, we warmly invite you to join our Instagram

parish family by visiting, calling, or emailing the parish office. /stgabrielsr




FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR

Give Yourself - Week 2

Friends, last week, we kicked off our Advent Series with Give Yourself the
Gift of Time - slowing down, and letting God invade your time by giving
him some space to simply be with you. God invented time for the sole
purpose of us getting to know him.

This week, we're unwrapping another gift.
Give yourself the Gift of...Healing.

Let's be honest: most of us walk into December with a bag that's way
heavier than the shopping we're doing. And in that bag? Grief that
sneaks up on us. Losses we still feel, or amassed over the years. Old
wounds we've thoughts we've worked around. Stress, anxiety,
loneliness. Family tensions that only get magnified during the holidays.

Everybody’s got something in the bag. Even the people who look like
they've got it all together.

No wonder people say, “Christmas ain't what it used to be.” When we
were kids, we didn't carry heartbreak, or bills, or fractured relationships.
We didn't have a lifetime of accumulated “stuff.” But adulthood? It
hands you things you never asked for, right?

We can't have real joy without real healing. But here's the good news
this week: Jesus came for that. He stepped right into the mess, the
pain, the questions. Healing is part of the Christrmas story. It's part of
why he came.

Isaiah, our first reading, gives us that beautiful picture: wolf and lamb,
lion and calf...creatures who don't belong together suddenly living in
peace. That's God's vision. Peace where there used to be tension.
Wholeness where there used to be fracture. Inside nations! Inside you!

But healing isn't instant. It's not magic. It's slow. It's honest. It's one step
at a time.

It starts with little things: being real with God in prayer, bringing him
what's actually going on, trusting what the scripture declares: “Cast your
cares on the Lord, because he cares for you"

{1 Peter 5:7).

Sometimes, healing requires forgiveness. Not erasing what happened,
but allowing God to change how it lives inside you. That takes time, too,
no doubt.

And you know what? We're not supposed to do any of this alone. Grace
has many doorways. God heals through people, through conversation,
through community, through professional help when needed. He
always works through the Sacraments.

So maybe this Advent is the opportune moment (Kairos!) to give
yourself another great gift. A free gift. The gift of healing. To let God
open up a little space in that bag. To let God start the slow, quiet work
of making you whole again.

We'll flesh this out much more during the message (homily) today.
Give Yourself the Gift of Healing!

Advent Parish Reconciliation Service with Individual Confessions
Join us for our Advent Reconciliation Service on Tuesday, December
16 at 7pm. It's a beautiful place to begin unloading the things we've
done or left undone and the baggage we want to begin emptying, all in
a safe and non-judgmental place, in front of other very human priests
who have their own gift of healing to unwrap. This is about you and
your Lord, who only wants to heal you, not shame you. Come.

Monday December 8 _The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception:
A Holy Day of Obligation

This feast celebrates the moment Mary was conceived without original
sin: God preparing a pure and grace-filled home for his Son long before
Bethlehem. It's a reminder that God's saving plan begins in love. Masses
will be celebrated at 9:00am and 7:00pm.

December 7, 2025| Second Sunday of Advent

...continued from previous column

The Gift of the Holy Spirit: Confirmation

Yesterday, our parish was blessed as 33 of our young people received
the Sacrament of Confirmation and were sealed with Gift the Holy
Spirit. It was a powerful moment for them - and for all of us - watching
God strengthen the faith that was planted at their Baptism.

We are deeply grateful to our friend, Bishop Michael Saporito, for
coming to us to celebrate this sacrament.

A heartfelt thank-you as well to Amanda Perfetti, our Director of
Religious Education, and to our catechists, Christi Haiduk, Kim
Barrantes, Shannon Fuchs, and Christine Ferreri for their dedication,
patience, and loving guidance throughout this journey. Their ministry
helps our young people grow into the disciples God calls them to be,

Please keep our newly confirmed in your prayers as they continue to
grow as Spirit-filled disciples in our parish family.

And finally, a word on ChristLife: Discovering Christ (Beginning Tues.
Jan. 20)

Lately, | haven't been speaking about it much, but believe me - it's still
on! We'll be sharing more through social media (which you should
follow!), Flocknote, and during our Christmas Masses, when we'll have
the registration link ready to go.

Friends, | want you to know how much you inspire me, week after week.
Getting to know you — your stories, your faith, your strength, your
honesty - has been one of the greatest blessings and gifts in my LIFE.
You remind me why our parish matters, why our mission matters, and
why God is doing something beautiful right here among us. Now, invite
more people to come here the Good News.

More to come...stay tuned!
Know you are loved.

Fr. Frank
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Report Financial Misconduct Confidentially

If you suspect financial misconduct, use EthicsPoint, an independent
and confidential reporting tool that helps the Archdiocesan
community address issues while promoting positive parish, school
and workplace environments.

Visit www.rean.org for the hotline and reporting link.
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THE KNIGHTS CORNER

After the most recent Men's
Mass, the Knights were
joined by other members of
the St. Gabriel's Men's
Group, and eleven young
men from the parish and

local high schools, to assemble holiday gift
packages for U.S. Marines and other
service men and women around the
globe. One hundred and eight boxes were
filed with all kinds of items such as
batteries, hot chocolate, energy bars, and
other food items. Thank you to all thirty-
three participants who contributed their
time and donated items. A special thank
you to Lawrence Inserra of Inserra
Supermarkets, and to Kim and Peter
Unanue of Goya Foods. Their kind and

generous donations made the event
possible.
The next Saint Gabriel's Knights of %

Columbus council meeting is scheduled
for Monday, Dec. Bth, starting with a social

gathering at 6:30pm, followed by our =

business meeting at 7:00pm. The officers

have made a commitment to do their best

to end each business meeting by 8:00pm.
We encourage all Brother Knights to attend,
especially those we haven't seen in a while.

Did you know? The Immaculate
Conception is the Catholic belief that the
Blessed Virgin Mary was conceived without
original sin. This doctrine holds that God
preserved her from all "stains of original
sin" from the very first moment of her
conception, a unigue grace granted in view
of her future role as the mother of Jesus.
This privilege allowed her to be perfectly
prepared to bear Christ, who would redeem
all of humanity from sin. The Solemnity of
the Immaculate Conception is
celebrated as a Holy Day of Obligation
on December 8.

If you are interested in joining the St
Gabriel's Knights of Columbus, contact a
current member or send us an email at
knlghts@stgabrlelsr org.

Young men from the parish and local hlgh
schools present Holiday Care Packages to
Gunnery Sergeant Monaco of the U.S. Marine
Corps at the recent event hosted by the Knights.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Christmas Concert - Sun, Dec 14 at 3:00pm

(Snow date: Mon, Dec 15 at 7:30pm)

Join us for a beautiful afternoon of Christmas music with our
Adult Choir, Archangel Choir, and Holiday Chime Choir.
Featuring organ, harp, and a special appearance by Fr. Frank
at the organ!

Admission is free. All are welcome!

WITH JOY, WE WELCOME THROUGH
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
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‘;‘r g _+ CHRISTMAS GIVING TREES
8 A Gabriel Giving Project
""'h-‘—'-- Qur Christmas Giving Trees are in the vestibule!

- We're collecting new toys (and some clothing) for families in

Newark through our sister parish, St. Michael's.
Please attach the paper ornament to your gift so it
reaches the right child or family.
> ShopRite or Walmart gift cards are also welcome for Christmas
meals. They can go in the collection basket or be dropped at
== the parish office.
= All gifts and cards are due Dec. 13-14. The truck leaves
€ after the 11:30am Mass on Dec. 14.
Thank you for supporting this Gabriel Giving Project!

Caori Rose Koziol

Sofia Jo Chiorazzi

Maeve Kelly McGrail

Daniel Castillo
Patricia Deegan

Salvatore Averso
Dawn Conguisti

OUR PARISH COMMUNITY

Ada Fields Meg Gallagher
HOLDS IN PRAYER ALL Grace Gilbert Annette Gravina
WHO ARE SICK OR Bill Hamilton Bob Kleinknecht

Joan Massotti Marco Minuto
HOMEBOUND. Nicole Trotta Marilyn Wolf

Patrick Scheid Scorese
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FINANCIAL REPORT

The amount of the collection for November 23, 2025 was $14,100.00.
The amount of the collection for November 30, 2025 was $12,996.00
Thank you for your generosity and God bless you and your families.

PRESIDERS’ SCHEDULE v

December 13-14

December 6-7 .
Sat 5 pm- Fr. Frank

Sat 5 pm- Fr. Frank

Sun 8 am- Fr. Frank Sun 8 am- Fr. Charlie - '.13 24
Sun 10 am- Fr. Frank Sun 10 am- Fr. Anthony 2 =
Sun 11:30 am- Fr. Frank Sun 11:30 am- Fr. Frank 29 28

Sun 6 pm- Fr. Charlie Sun 6 pm- Fr. Frank
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MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday: December 6, 2025
9:00am T Gregory Merena - r/b The Licini Family
5:00pm T Joan & Richard Ferro - r/b Patti Ross

Sunday: December 7, 2025
8:00am T Joseph L Corso - r/b Edward Marron

10:00am T Paulette & Remi Azouri- r/b Lillian Ackad
11:30am T Salvatore & Margaret, & James D'lorio - r/b The

D'lorio Family

6:00pm T Maria Haiduk - r/b John & Christi

Monday: December 8, 2025
9:00am T Robert Mattessich - r/b Lina Mattesich
7:00pm t Gordon & Judy Hawath - r/b Jeannie Marzitelli

Tuesday: December 9, 2025
6:30am T Joseph Fichter - r/b The Deegan Family
9:00am T Emilio & Tiffani Alonso - r/b Donna Alonso

Wednesday, December 10, 2025
6:30am T For the people of the parish

9:00am T Roy Berger - r/b Teresa & Dan Gallagher

Thursday, December 11, 2025
6:30am T Sophia Rose Meo - r/b Alice & Randy Vlasak
9:00am T Alfred N. Sanzari - r/b The Sanzari Family

Friday: December 12, 2025
9:00am T Maria Mircovich - r/b Lina

Saturday: December 13, 2025
9:00am T Kimberly Lynne DePaola- r/b Michael La Sala

5:00pm t Mark Cockcroft, Jr / Jackie Taite - r/b Susan Taite-
Malone

IN LOVING REMEMBRANCE
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catholicmatch’
New Jersey

Broker Give Melody
Associate a Jingle!

201-825-6600x315
RFFD{QMQE Calk 201-788-4347

CatholicMatch.com/NJ
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A Final Resting Pl u.c of RLIHIIL Beauty
845-359-0172 | www.rocklandcemetery.org
info@rocklandcemetery.org
201 Kings Highway, Sparkill, NY 10976

Guidance Through Life’s Defining Moments

Serving Individuals, Fomilies, and Business Owners

4{;ESONATE

WEALTH PARTNERS

Fiduciary Wealth Management
Financial Planning

Investment Management
Retirement Planning

Downtown Ridgewood | 45 M. Broad St. | 201-735-2200
www.resonatewealthpariners.com

Seourtties and sdviscry servoes offered trough LEL Financis, a registered imestment acdvisor. Mermbier FIAA & SIPC

SPRING HOME REPAIRS - FREE ESTIMATES
ROOFING * CHIMNEYS - GUTTERS

MASONRY  SIDEWALKS & STEPS
We Find & Fix Leaks!

A

EXPERT CHIMNEY
& ROOFING

$11000FF || 20%OFF |

Any New Roof Replacement | |yt foo'sChimey, Suter,

Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900
Bonded & Insured — 20 Years

Seruing AU of New Jersey

732-520-9554
www.expertchimneyroofing.com

@ st cabriel, Sadde River, N) 05-0374




QP OF THE LINE

Custom Homes, Additions & Interior
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms,
Generators

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

201-493-9340

topofthelinecontracting.com

NJ Contractor License # 13VH00695000
NJ Builders License # 038797

WESTWOOD, NJ

MARTIN O. SEITZ

MANAGER

BECKER FUNERAL I@MEi

219 KINDERKAMACK ROAD

201-664-0292 (Digniry) 248

JENNIFER TAPIA

ADVANCED PLANNING DIRECTOR
NJ LIC. NO. 4821

NJ LIC. NO. 3889
GOLDEN
YEARS
HOMECARE

% W AGENCY LLC

Personalized and Affordable
In-Home Care Services
Meal Preparation
Ambulatory Assistance - Bathing
Dressing/Grooming
Running Errands
Light Housekeeping
CALL 908-801-9083
www.goldenyearhca.com

CROSSCOUNTRY
MORTGAGE™

Natalie McNaught

Senior Loan Officer
CrossCountry Mortgage LLC
732-242-4936

Mobile 201-638-0003

natalie.mcnaught@ccm.com
NMLS #403879

14 Commerce Drive
Suite 400, Cranford, NJ 07016

Cypress Landscaping

Transforming Outdoor Spaces with Elegance g
Full serwice landscape company
Brian Dunker - Owner
B: 201-670-9740
C: 201-264-5640

Cypresslandscape.org

Yearly maintenance programs, plantings, hardscapes

e Best
Nothing
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allendale

FLOWERS

www.allendaleflowers.com

Celebrate Holidays &
Host Your Private Events

/;-—-

B.Y.O.B. . OPEN FOR DINNER
WED-SUN
OPEN THANKSGIVING,
CHRISTMAS EVE
AND NEW YEAR'S EVE.

611 N MAPLE AVE, HO-HO-KUS, NJ
201.857.4717 ~ STEVESN].COM

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

¢

Sebastian Construction, L.L.C.

Ramsey, NJ 07840

(201) 934-4055

- Landscape Construction
- Concrete Construction
- Paving
- Pavers
- Mason Contracting
- Retaining Wall Systems

Www.Becker-funeralhome.com

THOMAS G. POLITO

DIRECTOR
NJ LIC. NO. 4268

Catholic
Calendar

Fill every month
with faith!

Order Yours Today! >

MARINO’S

PLUMBING, INC.
Heating & A/C
Service & Installations
Serving Bergen
& Passaic Counties
Bonded and Insured
Parishioner
Vincent Marino
NJ Plumbing Lic.# 10459
Office: (973) 772-3223
(201) 612-8142

Mercedes-Benz

of Paramus

755 Route 17 S, Paramus, NJ
201-597-7100

St. Gabriel, Saddle River, NJ 03-0374



