ST. GABRIEL THE ARCHANGEL
CATHOLIC CHURCH

SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 2026

MASS SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses

Saturday | 5:00pm (Vigil)

Sunday | 8:00am, 10:00am
11:30am, 6:00pm

Weekday Masses

Monday | 9:00am

Tuesday | 6:30am, 9:00am

Wednesday | 6:30am, 9:00am

Thursday | 6:30am, 9:00am
r Friday | 9:00am
/ * Saturday | 9:00am
' Holy Days | See bulletin for schedule

CONTACT US

88 East Saddle River Road

Saddle River, N] 07458
]’ Phone: (201) 327-5663
E-mail: office@stgabrielsr.org

Website: stgabrielsr.org

PARISH STAFF

) Y Rev. Frank J. Fano
' Administrator, ext. 302
1 ffano@stgabrielsr.org

Maureen Straut
Office Administrator, ext. 301

- mstraut@stgabrielsr.org
T h I r d S u n d a y Frances Ferraro
Pastoral Associate
fferraro@stgabrielsr.org

in Ordinary Time

Dr. Melody Chen
Director of Music
melodychen913@gmail.com

Erin MacArthur-Leal
Director of Communications
erin.stgabes@gmail.com

BELONG, BELIEVE, BECOME Amanda Perfetti, M.Ed, M.S.
- ; : Director of Religious Education
Here at St. Gabriel, we strive to embrace these values: ; :
_ ) aperfetti@stgabrielsr.org
Belong (You are loved here) Believe (Discover Christ with us)

Become (Be transformed) SOCIAL MEDIA
Whoever you are, wherever you are in faith or life, if church is new to you, Facebook /St Gabriel the Archangel
or you've been away - you are always welcome here. When you feel called Instagram /stgabrielsr

to make this place your spiritual home, we warmly invite you to join our YouTube

/stgabrielsr
parish family by visiting, calling, or emailing the parish office.
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FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR

WORD OF GOD SUNDAY!

Back in 2019, Pope Francis asked the Church around the world
to give special attention to the Word of God, reminding us that
Scripture is part of an ongoing conversation between God and
his people. Not a one-way lecture. But a conversation. That
matters because the Bible isn't just a holy book we're supposed
to respect from a distance. It's meant to shape lives - your life,
my life - right where we find ourselves. It helps us hear God's
voice. It introduces us to Jesus. And yes, it points us toward
eternity, but mostly, it affects how we live today.

Here's the thing though: all of that depends on how we read
it.

The Bible isn't meant to be used like a rulebook, a weapon, or a
way to win arguments. Approached the wrong way, it can just
confirm what we already think. We know way too many
Christians who use this book to confirm their own prejudices
and biases. Read the right way, it does something much better
- it can challenge us. It can expose us. And slowly, over time, it
has the power to change us.

When we read the scriptures honestly and maturely, we realize
something pretty quickly: the people in it are a mess. They take
steps forward, then steps back. They get it right, then blow it.
Over and over again. Which is exactly why it's so relatable.
That's not a flaw in Scripture: that's the whole point! The Bible
is the story of God working patiently with imperfect people.
And if that's true, then Scripture isn't just their story. It's ours.

So, if you've ever thought, “I'm not holy enough,” or “I don't
have my life together,” or “I should probably wait until I'm
better before | really take faith seriously...” Well, good news.
You're exactly the kind of person this book speaks towards.

Friends, how can we approach the scripture in a way that
actually helps us?
Here are a few simple, real-life suggestions:

« Start small. Or...just start! You don't need to read the whole
Bible. Begin with the Sunday Readings. You can find them for
free on usccb.org. Read them during the week you come to
Mass on the weekend. | recommend not starting from cover-
to-cover. The Church has a wonderful plan for us to approach
it in context by selecting readings that connect over the Old
Testament and New Testament.

+ Slow down. Use your imagination. Put faces on these people!
On Jesus, on the Father! And stop at one line or scene that
sticks with you. Pause and stop. This is better than going
through five chapters you'll forget!

+ Ask better questions. Not “Who's right?” but “What is God
showing me about myself? Himself?"

* Notice what hits a nerve. If something comforts you, stick
with it. If it annoys you: that's probably where God is working,
too!

* Be patient. Growth doesn't happen overnight. Faith forms the
same way life does - over time, with progress and setbacks.

On this Word of God Sunday, the invitation isn't to become
Bible experts, or worse: Bible thumpers. (Lord, no!) It's to
become people who let God speak into real life - the good, the
messy, and everything in between.

...continued from previous column

This isn't a catch-phrase - it's Bible truth: God meets us exactly
where we are. And through his Word, he keeps inviting us
forward—one step at a time. And in the whole story arc of the
Bible, the only constant is God, who never gave up on his
people...who will never give up on YOU.

LITURGICAL MINISTERS UPDATE; WELCOME, CATHY!

I'd like to introduce you to Cathy Howath (not that she needs
one!) who has generously agreed to take on the scheduling of
our Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and Lectors.

| personally invited Cathy to consider this role because of what
many of you many already know: her long and faithful presence
in our parish. Cathy has been part of the St. Gabriel's family for
many years, remaining steady through the seasons of parish life
with generosity, commitment, and a genuine love for this
community. She also serves as a minister herself, which gives her
a deep understanding of both the practical responsibilities and
the heart of this ministry.

Speaking of Liturgical Ministers, we are always looking for
additional Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors. If you are
Confirmation age and up, please step forward!

THE ARCHDIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL HAS BEGUN!

Each year, this Appeal supports vital ministries of the
Archdiocese of Newark that serve parishes, schools, seminarians,
and those most in need - right here in our local Church of
Newark. Our parish has a strong history of stepping up and
reaching our goal, and I'm confident we'll do it again. Thank you
for the ways you already support the life and mission of the
Church. Please check this bulletin for an easy way to participate.
Every gift matters, and together we can make a real difference.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

We're grateful for the gift of Catholic education! This weekend,
we welcome students from St. John’s Academy, Hillsdale, whose
Open House will take place today, January 25, from 11:30am to
1:30pm. Allow me to also highlight the Academy of Our Lady,
Glen Rock, which also invites families to its Open House today
from 11am to 1pm.

Friends, know you are loved!
Fr. Frank

2026 ANNUAL APPEAL

The 2026 Annual Appeal is now underway!

_ Each year, our parish reaches its goal, helping
" to support essential ministries of our
Archdiocese. This year's goal is $78,840 - and
together, we can do it again. Gifts to the
Annual Appeal support priest and seminarian
formation, Catholic schools, social services for
those in need, pastoral care, and programs that strengthen
parish life across our Archdiocese. @

Please prayerfully consider participating.

the QR code, or join us for In-Pew Weekend
on March 7-8.
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THE KNIGHTS CORNER

At the start of another
year, the Saint Gabriel's
Knights, along with our
brothers around the
world, renew our
dedication to serving the
needy in our
communities, showing
that the mission of the Order is not just a
tradition, but a living endeavor. Whether
giving blood, supporting our men and
women in the armed forces, or participating
in fundraisers, each Knight is called to be a
source of tangible and spiritual support for
our community.

The Knights of Columbus will be hosting the
monthly Men’s Mass on January 31st at
8:00am. All men of the parish, and guests,
are welcome. The Mass is followed by light
snacks and discussion about issues of the
day that affect us as Catholic men. This year,
we will be exploring the “Into the Breach”
series, inspired by the Apostolic Exhortation
for Catholic Men written by Bishop Olmsted
of Phoenix, and produced by the Knights of
Columbus, which seeks to answer the
question of what it means to be a man and
how to live as a man in today's world.

SAVE THE DATES! The Knights much
anticipated chocolate sale will be held the
weekends of 1-31/2-1 and 2-7/2-8. This is our
most popular fundraiser and once again,
just in time for the Super Bowl and
Valentine's Day. Many new flavors will be
offered this year. Buy early so you don’t miss
out on your favorites. As always, all proceeds
will go to local charities.

Did you know? January 28 is the feast day of
Saint Thomas Aquinas. He is the patron
saint of Catholic Schools.His noble family
tried to prevent him from becoming a
Dominican friar by holding him captive in
their castle for over a year, but he escaped. A
brilliant theologian, he was nicknamed the
"Dumb Ox" by peers for his quiet, large
stature, but became known as the "Angelic
Doctor" for his profound wisdom.

If you are interested in joining the St
Gabriel's Knights of Columbus, contact a
current member or send us an email at
knights@stgabrielsr.org.

The Sacrament of Baptism

We're delighted to welcome your child into the life of Christ. Baptisms are celebrated
on the first and third Saturdays of each month at 12:00pm (not celebrated during
Lent, except in cases of serious need). First-time parents are required to attend a Baptism
Preparation class.

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA)

Adults seeking Baptism, Confirmation, or Eucharist are invited to contact Frances
Ferraro.

The Sacrament of Marriage

Congratulations! To begin marriage preparation, contact Fr. Frank Fano.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturdays 4:00-4:45 PM, or by appointment.

Ministry to the Sick & Homebound
If you or a loved one would like Holy Communion brought to your
home, please contact the parish office.

Frances Ferraro: fferraro@stgabrielsr.org
Fr. Frank Fano: ffano@stgabrielsr.org

MEN’S LENTEN MINI-RETREAT: COMING UP

Saturday, February 7 | 8:00-11:30am

Join us for a meaningful morning as we prepare for the season of Lent.

The retreat begins with 8:00am Mass, followed by a light breakfast and time for
reflection and conversation.

Featuring Fr. Frank Fano and Catholic speaker Matt D'Antuono.

Suggested donation: $20 (payable at the event).

Open to all men and we invite you to bring a friend.

Please RSVP by January 31: randall.vlasak@gmail.com

JOIN US FOR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK OPEN HOUSE
. w Sunday, Jan 25 ® 11:30am to 1:30pm

From Pre-K to 8" Grade, our faith based curriculum
educates the whole child- mind, body and spirit.

It feels different because it is different.

FINANCIAL REPORT

The amount of the collection for January 18 was not available at the time the
bulletin went to press and will be reported to you at a later date.

Thank you for your generosity & God bless you and your families.

Report Financial Misconduct
Confidentially

If you suspect financial misconduct, use
EthicsPoint, an independent and confidential
reporting tool that helps the Archdiocesan
community address issues while promoting
positive parish, school and workplace
environments.

Visit www.rcan.org for the hotline and reporting
link.

PRESIDERS’' SCHEDULE

"~ January 24-25

Sat 5 pm- Fr. Charlie
Sun 8 am- Fr. Frank
Sun 10 am- Fr. Frank
Sun 11:30 am- Fr. Frank
Sun 6 pm- Fr. Charlie

January 31- February 1
Sat 5 pm- Fr. Frank

Sun 8 am- Fr. Charlie
Sun 10 am- Fr. Anthony
Sun 11:30 am- Fr. Frank
Sun 6 pm- Fr. Frank

Salvatore Averso  Daniel Castillo
OUR PARISH Dawn Conguis Ada Fields
COMMUNITY HOLDS Meg Gallagher Grace Gilbert
IN PRAYER ALL Bill Hamilton Bob Kleinknecht
WHO ARE SICK OR Joan Massotti Marco Minuto
HOMEBOUND. Nicole Trotta Marilyn Wolf

Patrick Scheid Scorese
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MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday: January 24, 2026
9:00am t For the people of the parish
5:00pm T Emilio & Tiffani Alonso - r/b Donna Alonso

Sunday: January 25, 2026

8:00am t Pasquale Miele- r/b The Miele & Zanedis Families
10:00am T Rose Salvitelli - r/b The Salvitelli Family

11:30am T Anna Longo - r/b The Durante Family

6:00pm T Stephanie Makhoul - r/b Dr & Mrs Gerard Makhoul &
Family

Monday: January 26, 2026
9:00am t Carol Lee Crowley - r/b Melody Zima

Tuesday: January 27, 2026
6:30am t For the people of the parish
9:00am t Patricia Deegan - r/b Marco & Margaret Minuto

Wednesday: January 28, 2026
6:30 T For the people of the parish
9:00 T Jeanette Maria Celle - r/b Marco & Margaret Minuto

Thursday: January 29, 2026
6:30 T For the people of the parish
9:00 t Maureen - wife of Joseph - r/b Karen Weber

Friday: January 30, 2026
9:00am T For the people of the parish

Saturday: January 31, 2026
9:00am T For the people of the parish

5:00pm T Marie Laucella - r/b Constance Bolton

Sunday: February 1, 2026

8:00am T Rachel Oommen - r/b Patti Ross

10:00am T For the people of the parish

11:30am T Richard Stefanacci - r/b The Stefanacci Family
6:00pm T Angela Santiglia - r/b Lucille LaSala

i

INICOVING REMEMBRANCG
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GIVING

follow the link.
Thank you for your
support!

catholicmatch’
New Jersey

Melody
Zima

Re/Max Hall of Fame
Distinguished Sales Club
35+ Years Experience
CiPs

Broker Give Melody
Associate a Jingle!
201-825-6600x315

RE/MAX Cell: 201 788~ 4347

F‘F!OF‘EF!TIES

CatholicMatch.com/NJ ety elnaEenaly
*s”

METERY

SINCE 184

;\ Final Resting Place of Rusuc Beauty

=37 #ROCKLAND

845-359-0172 | www.rocklandcemetery.org
info@rocklandcemetery.org
201 Kings Highway, Sparkill, NY 10976

Guidance Through Life’s Defining Moments

Serving Individuals, Families, and Business Owners

W) S

WEALTH PARTNERS

Fiduciary Wealth Management
Financial Planning

Investment Management
Retirement Planning

Downtown Ridgewood | 45 N. Broad St. | 201-735-2200
www.resonatewealthpariners.com

Securities and sdvisory services affered through LPL Financial, a registered investment advisor. Member FINRA & SIPC

SPRING HOME REPAIRS - FREE ESTIMATES
ROOFING - CHIMNEYS - GUTTERS

MASONRY - SIDEWALKS & STEPS
We Find & Fix Leaks!

EXPERT CHIMNEY
& ROOFING

$11000FF ||  20%OFF |
Any New Roof Replacement | | mor:fﬁ?p,aih?:ysgﬂg‘uré :

Family Owned/Operated - Lic.#13VH11097900
Bonded & Insured — 20 Years

Senuing AU of New Yensey

732-520-9554
www.expertchimneyroofing.com

(@ st cabriel, Sadde River, N 03-0374



QP OF THE LINE

Custom Homes, Additions & Interior
Remodeling, Kitchens & Bathrooms,
Generators

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

201-493-9340

topofthelinecontracting.com

NJ Contractor License # 13VH00695000
NJ Builders License # 038797

Sebastian Construction, L.L.C.

Ramsey, N.J 07446

(201) 934-4055

- Landscape Construction
« Concrete Construction
- Paving
- Pavers
- Mason Contracting
- Retaining Wall Systems

219 KINDERKAMA
WESTWOOD, NJ

201-664-0292

www.Becker-funeralhome.com |

JENNIFER TAPIA THOMAS G. POLITO

ADVANCED PLANNING DIRECTOR DIRECTOR
NJ LIC. NO. 4821 NJ LIC. NO. 4268

MARTIN O. SEITZ

MANAGER

NJ LIC. NO. 3889
GOLDEN
YEARS
HOMECARE

%" AGENCY LLC

Personalized and Affordable
In-Home Care Services
Meal Preparation
Ambulatory Assistance - Bathing
Dressing/Grooming
Running Errands
Light Housekeeping
CALL 908-801-9083
www.goldenyearhca.com

Catholic

CROSSCOUNTRY
MORTGAGE™

Natalie McNaught

Senior Loan Officer
CrossCountry Mortgage LLC
732-242-4936

Mobile 201-638-0003

natalie.mcnaught@ccm.com
NMLS #403879

14 Commerce Drive
Suite 400, Cranford, NJ 07016

Cypress Landscaping [

Transforming Outdoor Spaces with Elegance
Full serwice landscape company
Brian Dunker - Owner
B: 201-670-9740
C: 201-264-5640

Cypresslandscape.org

Yearly maintenance programs, plantings, hardscapes

" The Best

o1 | in

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

o
()1 Calendar
Fill every month
allendale with faith! '
FLOWERS

Order Yours Today! >

www.allendaleflowers.com

Celebrate Holidays &
Host Your Private Events

/—-

A5 MARINO’S
¢ PLUMBING, INC.
Heating & A/C

Service & Installations
Serving Bergen
& Passaic Counties
Bonded and Insured

B.Y.0.B. - OPEN FOR DINNER
WED-SUN
OPEN THANKSGIVING,
CHRISTMAS EVE

Parishioner
AND NEW YEAR'S EVE. Vincent Marino
NJ Plumbing Lic.# 10459
611 N MAPLE AVE, HO-HO-KUS, NJ Office: (973) 772-3223
201.857.4717 ~ STEVESN].COM (201) 612-8142

Mercedes-Benz
of Paramus

755 Route 17 S, Paramus, NJ
201-597-7100

St. Gabriel, Saddle River, NJ 03-0374



