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Sunday, August 16, 2026 | Twentieth Sunday In Ordinary Time

FROM FR. FRANK

THE WISH LIST: LIVESTREAM & GETTING ST. GABE'S IN
PEOPLE'S HANDS

A couple of Sundays ago (July 16), | looked at the numbers from
our 10am Sunday Mass livestream (on Facebook alone) and had to
look twice. 2.8K views. 2,800! (Outside of livestreamed Masses:
Cardinal Tobin's Pentecost Visit mash-up got 3.6K, our Winter
Storm Update got 4.3K, and wait for it — our Christmas Invitation
Reel? 15.2K views!). | have to give credit to Erin, our
Communications Director, for producing these amazing videos!

Let's go back to the 10am livestream Mass that got 2.8K views.
Over the summer, we're averaging somewhere around 550-600
(maybe less?) people in the pews on a Sunday. And a couple of
weeks ago, 2,800 people joined us, virtually.

Now, | know a "view" isn't the same thing as a person sitting in a
pew from beginning to end. But still, look at the reach! The
Gospel is getting out of Saddle River! And that's why I think our
livestream is much more than having a camera pointed at the
Altar.

Yes, it's for the homebound. Absolutely. People who love St.
Gabriel's but can't physically be here anymore. People recovering
from surgery or sick. People traveling. People who moved but still
consider this us home. The livestream gives them a way to stay
connected to their parish.

But here's where I need YOUR help: they need to know
where/how to find us! Our T0am Sunday Mass is simulcast on
YouTube and Facebook. Our 9am Daily Mass is livestreamed on
YouTube only.

So, if you have a parent, grandparent, neighbor, friend, or former
parishioner who can't get here anymore, tell them about it. Show
them how to find us. And, of course, it's not a replacement for
being physically present at Mass when we're able to be here. But
for someone who can't be here? What a gift!

But it's bigger than that. Livestreaming also gives all of us the

opportunity to go back.

Maybe something in a homily stayed with you. Maybe you want to
hear it again. Maybe you thought, "I wish so-and-so could hear
this." Well, now they can! Go back. Watch it. Send it to someone.

And THAT gets to what really excites me about all of this. We're
reaching people who aren't here (yet). People who haven't been to
Mass in years. People who are curious, or hurting. or who would
never darken the doors of a church, but might watch a two-minute
clip somebody shared, or a homily or the atmosphere of our
worship they might have heard about.

Here's how social media works. The algorithms on Facebook,
YouTube, Instagram, etc., pay attention to what people watch, like,
comment on, and SHARE. The more people engage with
something, the more the platform begins showing it to other
people, on their feeds, etc. In other words, EVERY TIME YOU
SHARE SOMETHING FROM ST. GABRIEL'S, YOU ARE HELPING
IT TRAVEL BEYOND THE PEOPLE WHO ALREADY FOLLOW US!
You have NO IDEA who might see it.

And isn't that a form of evangelization? "sbayyéAlov" (evangelion)
is Greek for: GOSPEL. And the word Gospel literally means Good
News. So, evangelization is, in a sense, "Cospel-ing." Sharing the
Good News! For 2,000 years, the Church used whatever means
were available to do that. Today, one of those means is a SHARE
button.

1] SO...HERE'S PART ONE OF MY WISH LIST:

That July 16 Mass that got 2.8K views? It was only shared/reposted by 5
people. IMAGINE IF JUST 10 SHARED? WOW. So, if you're on social
media: LIKE, LIKE, LIKE, COMMENT, COMMENT, COMMENT, SHARE,
SHARE, SHARE the bejesus out of our videos and posts! EVERY WEEK.
EVERYONE OF THEM. I'm dead serious! Even if you were at Mass:
share the livestream. Share what we post. Send it to somebody in a
private message.

When YOU share it, you help the algorithm share it. And maybe
somebody scrolling on a Sunday night stops for 30 seconds (hopefully
they stay and watch for more!) and see what our church is about
BEFORE THEY CONSIDER STEPPING IN, IN PERSON! That's the goal.
I WISH YOU CAN DO THIS FOR US!

2] AND HERE'S PART TWO OF MY WISH LIST:

What we have as a setup right now is only the beginning. We're still
working on improving the livestream — the sound, the picture, the
consistency, and making sure we're producing the best quality we can.

Eventually, my goal is to have a multi-camera setup. And when we get
there, we're going to need operators. But in the immediate? We need
some volunteers! Right now, our livestream uses one camera. And while
I'd love for us to have a full multi-camera setup, we're not there yet. But
we ARE ready for people to help us with what we have — right now. And
it's pretty simple.

During Mass, you operate the camera from the choir loft. You're
basically following the action of the Mass — moving the camera when
necessary and zooming in or out depending on what's happening. Think
about it. Melody is playing her prelude on the organ? Get Melody. The
Entrance Procession begins? Follow it. The reader goes to the pulpit?
Move there. The Cantor sings the psalm? Move there. The homily
begins? Frame the priest. Something happening at the Altar? Zoom
there.

You're helping the person watching from their living room experience
what's actually happening in the church. And we'll train you. You
DON'T need to be a camera expert. You DON'T need a degree in
television production. If you're comfortable learning some basic
technology and can pay attention to what's happening during Mass, we
can teach you the rest.

Actually, I think this could be a GREAT ministry for some of our young
people. If you're an older teenager or young adult who enjoys this sort
of stuff and just wants to do something behind the scenes - we definitely
could use you.

When 2,800 people are clicking on a Sunday Mass from St. Gabriel's,
the person behind that camera isn't just "running the livestream."
They're helping us proclaim the Gospel beyond these walls. That's
ministry.

So, if you're interested, LET ME KNOW. EMAIL ME. Believe me: I'll
respond. THIS IS ESSENTIAL IN OUR MISSION TO REACH THE
DISENGAGED. We can start building a rotating team so the
responsibility doesn't fall on the same person every Sunday.

Friends, I'm not just focused on a pretty looking livestream. But | do
believe in quality.

I'm not trying to turn Mass into TV. But I'm telling you, if it helps getting
St. Gabe's in people's laps and hands and screens, and getting people to
hear the Gospel — I'll use any tool available - to do what Jesus told the
Church to do from the very beginning: GO OUT. And these days, "going
out" doesn't always require leaving Saddle River. Sometimes it just
requires pressing SHARE.

Know you are loved!
Fr. Frank
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